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CHAPTER X 



^S soon as 1 was known to be in favoui with 
the Duke of Lerma, I Iiad a court of my own 
Every morning my anti-chamber was full of people, 
and I gave -audience at my levee. Two kmds of 
company came thither ; one, to buy my interest 
with the minister for favours ; and the other, to 
move me by supplications, to obtain for them what 
they wanted gratis. The first were sure of being 
heard ard assisted ; but with regard to the last, I 
got rid of them immediately by evasive excuses, or 
amused them so long, that their patience forsook 
them. Before I belonged to court, I was naturally 
compassionate and charitable; but I no longer felt. ■■' 
that humane weakness, and became as hard as 
flint Of consequence, I cured myself of my 
friendship also, and stript myself of all social 
affection, as will appear by my behaviour to Joseph 
Navarro, in an affair I am going to relate 
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This Navarro, to whom I owed so many obliga- 
tions and who, in one word, was the first cause of 
my fortune, came one day to my house ; and afler 
Hav hi g -expressed a great deal of friendship forme, 
as he always did when we met, desired me to ask 
of the Duke of Lerma a certain employment for 
one of his friends ; tetliiig me, that the cavalier io 
whose behalf he solicited was a very amiable young 
gendeman of great merit, but that he wanted a 
post for his subsistence : " I don't at all doubt (add- 
ed Joseph) that, kind and obliging' as you are, you 
will be overjoyed at an opportunity of serving a 
• man of honour in distress; and I am sure that yon 
will think yourself beholden to me, for giving you 
this occasion of exerting your generosity." This 
was plainly telling me that he expected it for no- 
thing; and though I did not much relish the pro- 
posal, I appeared very much disposed to'do what 
he desired. "I am charmed (answered I to Na- 
varro) that I have it in my power to show my lively 
gratitude for all the favours which I have received 
at your hands. Your interesting yourself for any 
one, is a suffident inducement for me to serve him ; 
your friend shall have that place you have pitched 
upon for him, depend upon it; the sfflair is now 
no longer yours but mine." 

On this assurance, Joseph went away very well 
satisfied. Nevertheless, the person whom he re- 
commended did not obtain the post in question. 
I procured it for another man, in consideration of 
a thousand ducats, which I put into my strong 
box, and which I preferred to any acknowledgment 
I might have expected from the clerk of the kitchen, 
to whom I said (with an air of mortification) 
when next we met : " Ah ! my dear Navarro, you 
was too late in speaking to me ; I was prevented 
by Calderona, who has given away that same post; 
and 1 am quite in despair that I have no better 
news to entertain you with." 
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Joseph implicitly believed what i said, and we 
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parted more friende (baa ever : but I believe he 

■oon discovered die truth, for he never after came 
to my house ; and I was charmed at his absence. 
For besides my being burlheneti bv the services lie 
had done me, I thought it aid nor look well for 
people of m^ rank at cci^ii to keen company with 
butlers. 

I have not mentioned tne Oount de Lemos a 
good while. Let us now return to that nobleman, 
whom I sometimes visited, I bad I'ariied to him 
two thousand pistoles, as 1 formerly observed, and 
aAerwards gave him a (hoasand more by order of 
the Duke his uncle, out of tlie luuney I had be- 
longing to his £xcelleDcy. The Connt de Lemos 
had a long conversation with me that day : he told 
me that he had at last gained bis end, and entirely 
possessed the good graces of die Prince of Spain, 
whose sole confidant he was : he then gave me 
charge of a very honourable commission which he 
had already prepared for me. " Friend Saotillane, 
(sud he,) now is the time to be doing : spare no- ■ 
thing to discover some young beauty, who should 
be worthy to amuse that gallant prince. You don't 
want wit, and I need say no more; go, run, search, 
and when you have made a lucky discovery, come 
and impart it to me." I promised to neglect no- 
thing in acquitting myself handsomely of this em- 
ployment, which must not be very difficult to ex- 
ercise, since so many people live by the same pro- 
fession. 

I had not been much used to these kinds of in- 
quiry ; but not doubting that Scipio was an adept 
in the art, I called for him when 1 came home, and 
said to him in private : " Child, I am going to en- 
trust thee with a great secret. Dost tbou know, 
that in the midst of fortune's favours I find I want 
something .^" " 1 can easily guess what that ii 
(said he, interrupting me before I could proceed) 
you want an agreeable nymph to unbend and ex- . 
hilarate yoar spirits ; and truly it is astonishing 
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that yon ihould be witboot one in the prima qt 
Vonr age, when ^rave grey-beards caauot diip»U« 
with such recreation." " I admire thy peoetratioa, 
'answered J, with a smite ;) yies, a mistress I want^ 
and desire to have ooe c^tby recommending. Bui 
( mast warn thee hefore-hand, that I am very de^ 
licate in these matters, I expect a lady of beauty 
and good nrcrali." " What you require (replied 
Scipio) is not easily found j bul, however, we live 
thank God, in a city that affords some of all sorts, 
and I hope I shall soon be able to fit you to a 
hair." 

Sure enough, in three days he said, " I have dis> 
covered a treasure ; a young lady, whose name it 
Catalina, of a gfood family, and ravishing beauty j 
she lives under the tuition of her auat, in a liule 
house, where they subsist in an honourable manner 
on their fortune, which is but small ; they are serv 
ed by a chambermaid of my acquaioiance, who bap 
assured me, that though. their door is shut to every 
body at present, it would be opened to a rich and 
Sberai ^Itant, provided he were willing to avoid . 
scandal, by going in at night, without any show 
Whereupon 1 described yon as a cavalier, who de- 
served to find the door unlatched ; and desired the 
ntaid to propose you to the ladies. She has pro- 
mised to do so, and inform me of their answer to- 
morrow morning, at a certain place." " That's 
well, (I replied,) but I am afraid the chambermaid 
imposes upon thee." " No, no, (said he,) I am not 
so easily persuaded ; 1 have already interrogated 
the neighbours, and conclude from what they say, 
that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, on whom you 
may descend like another Jupiter, in a shower of 
gold." Prejudiced as I was against intrigues of 
this kind, I engaged in it for once; and as fne 
chambermaid came next day, and told Scipio, thai 
if I pleased, I might be introduced that very even- 
ing to her mistress, I stole lliither between eleven 
and twelve. The maid receiving me in the dark, 

L CooqIc 



ApVGJITVRES OF Git BLA8. 17 ■ 

took «e by the hand, and Ifd mq into a |H«nji 
handBoiDe hall, where I foiiQd the ladies richly 
dressed, and seated <hi satin couches. As sooo as 
they perceived me, they got up, and saluted me in 
Bucb a noble manner, that I took them for persons 
of quality. The aunt, (whose name was Signiora 
Mencia,) though Slill agreeable, did not attract my 
attention, which was entirely engrossed by the 
niece, who seeioed a goddess. To examine her 
minately, however, she could not be called a per- 
fect beauty ; but she had such graces, together with 
a tempting luscious air, 9s hindered the eye l» 
perceive her defects. 

r Accordingly, I was distivbed at sight (^her. I 
forgot that I casie thither to perform the office of 
procurer ; spoke in my own favour, and expressed 
myself like e. man inspired by tlie most violent 
passion. ' The young lady, in whom I found three 
times more wit than she really had, (so courteous 
did ^e seem,) quite enchanted me by her answers ; 
and I began to lose the government of myself, 
when her aunt, in order to moderate my transports, 
addressed me in this manner : " Signior de Santil- 
lane, I must be free with you. On account of the 
character which I heard of your worship, I have 
permitted you to visit me, without eohanciug the 
price of the favour, by standing on ceremony ; but 
don't imagine yourself the nearer your point for 
^&t reason. I have liitherto brought up my niece 
in retirement, and you are (as I may say) the first 
cavalier to whose eyes she h^s been expo^d. If 
you deem her worthy to be your wife, 1 shall be 
overjoyed at her good fortune. Consider, there- 
fore, if she will suit you at that pnce ; for you 
;;anoot have her at a cjieaper rate." 

This well-aimed shot frighted away C ip'ul, who 

was just going to let fly au arrow at me. To speak 

' without metaphor, a marriage so bluntly proposed 

made me recollect myself. I became again all of a 

sudden the futhful agent of the Count de Lemos, 

Vol- III.- « • 
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and changing my tone, refuted to Signiora Mencw, 
" Madam, 1 am pleaeed with your franknesB, which 
I intend to imitate. Whatever figure I make at 
court, I am not worthy of the incomparable Cata- 
lina, but have in view for her a much more splen- 
did fate ; in short, 1 design her for the Prince o( 
Spain." " Tour refusal of my niece (replied the 
Bunt coldly,) was disobliging enough; there was no 
occasion to accompany it with a piece of raillery." 
" 1 don't rally, indeed, madam, (cried I,) nothing 
is more serious j I have orders to find out a lady 
who deserves to be honoured with llie private visits 
of the Prince of" Spain ; I find such a one in your 
house, and mark it for the scene accordingly." 

Signiora Mencia was astonished at these words, 
which I perceived did not much displease her : 
nevertheless, believing that she ought to afiect re- 
serve, she answered in this manner: "If I was 
disposed to credit literally what you say, you must 
know that I am not of such a character, as to re- 
joice in the infamous honour of seeing. my niece 
mistress to a prince. My virtue disapproves" — 
" What a saint you are with yonr virtue ! (said I, 
interrupting her,) you talk like one bred amotig^ 
silly citizens. Sure you joke, in pretending to con- 
sider things in a moral point of view f that would 
be stripping them of all their beauty : they must 
be surveyed with a carnal eye. ^Qehold the heir 
apparent of Spain at the feet of the happy Catalina, 
adoring and loading her with presents; and remem- 
ber, (hat from her perhaps will spring a hero, who 
will render his mother's name immortal as bis 
own." 

Although the aunt would have gladly embraced 
my proposal, she feigned herself irresolute about 
the matter ; and Catalina, who wished the Prince 
already in her chains, affected great indifference ; 
so that I was obliged to Invest the place a-new, ' 
until at length, Signiora Mencia seeing merepulsed, 
and ready to raise the siege, beat the chamade, aud 

• 
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tee agreed opon n capltalalion, nfaiefa cODtamed the 
(wo following articles. — Imprimis, if the Prince of 
Spain, on the report that I shall make of Catalina'a 
tharms, shall be inflamed, and determine to hoDOor 
her with a noi^turnal visit, I shall take care to 
appri:^ the ladies of the night that shall he chosen 
for that purpose. — Item, the Prince shall not viiit 
the said ladies but as an ordinary gallant, with no 
other attendants than me and his Mercury in chief. - 
After this convention, the aunt and niece showed 
me all manner of friendship, and assumed a fami- 
liarity of behaviour, in consequence of which I 
ventured some hugs, which were not very ill re- 
ceived ; and when we parted, they embraced me o. 
their own accord, and loaded me with caresses. It 
is really wonderful to see with what facility an 
intimacy is contracted between the courtiers oi 
gallantry and the women who want their service. 
Had people observed me leave this house with 
such marks of favour, they might have said, with 
some appearance of justice, that I was much hap- 
pier than I actually found myself. The Count de 
Lemos was overjoyed, when I let him know that I 
had made such a cliscovery as he desired. I spoke 
of Catalina in such a manner as made. him long to 
see her. I carried him to her lodgings next night, 
and he owned that I had been very successful. 
He told the ladies, he did not at all doubt that the 
Prince woald he perfectly well satisfied with the 
mistress which I had chosen for him, and that she 
on her part would have cause to be contented with 
snch a lover : that the young Prince was full of 
generosity and sweetness of temper ; in short, he 
assured them, that he would bring him to their 
house in a few days, as they desired he should 
come, that is, without noise or attendance. This 
nobleman afterwards took his leave of them, and 1 
withdrew in his company. We got back to his 
equipage, in which we had come thither, and which 
wailed for us at ihe end of the street ; he set me 
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down at my own houts, charging me to infonn hia 
uncle next day of this new-Btarted adventure, and 
to dcBtre be would aeod hita a thousand pistoles to 
ensure hii success. 

I did not fail to give the Duke of Lenna an 
exact account of what had passed; coBcealiug only 
(Hie circumstance. I did not speak a syllable of 
Scipio, but took to myself the honour of the discO' 
very, according to the pracdce of those who live 
among the great 

By these means I acquired a great many compli- 
Wients. "Mv. Gil Bias (said the minister to me, 
with an air of raillery) I am ravished to find, that 
with your other talents, you likewise possess that 
of discovering obliging beauties; when I have occa- 
sion for one of that class, you will give me leave 
to apply to you." "My lord (1 replied in the ' 
■ame tone) I thank your grace for intending oie 
the preference ; but give me leave to say, that I 
should be scrupulous of serving your Excellency 
in that manner. Signior Rodrigo has been so long 
in possession of that employment, that it would be 
nnjust in me to deprive him of it." The Duke 
smiled at my answer ; then changing the discourse, 
asked if his nephew did not want money for his 
adventure ' " Pardon me, (said I,) he begs you 
will send him a ttiousana pistoies." "Verywellj 
(replied the minister,) carry tnem lo him ; bid him 
spare nothing, but approve of whatever expence 
the Prince shall propose." 



CHAPTER XI. 



1 WENT that instant with five hundred double 
pistoles to the Count de Lemos, who told me, " You 
Gonld not come in better season. I have spoke to 
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die Prince : be ha% bit at the hook, and burm with 
impatience to see Cutxlina. This very mgbt he 
intends to slip ptivately out of the palace, in ordw 
to visit her. It ii s thing determined, and onr 
measures are taken accordingly. Inform the ladiet 
of his resolnfian, and ^ve them that money which 
Vou have brought: for it is right to let them Be« 
that he is no ordinary lover whom they are to re> 
ceive : besides, the bonnty of princes ought to pre- 
:ede their intrigues. As you will accompany him, 
together with me, (added he,) be sure oi being at 
his coachee this evening. Your coifcb also ffor I 
think it is proper we should use it) nmit wait for ' 
tu iiear the palace about midnight." 

I immediately repaired to the bbuse, but did not 
tee Catalina, who (they told me) was a-bed : sO 
that I could only speak with Signiora Mencia, to 
whom I said, "Madam, pray excuse me for appear 
ing in your house by day ; but it is not in my power 
to do otherwise, for I must give you notice, that 
the Prince of Spain will be here this night ; and 
here (added i, putting the bag of money in her 
hand) is an offering' which he' sends to the temple 
of Cytherea, to render the divinities of the place 
propitious, Y.ou see I have not engaged you in a 
bad affair." " I am very much obliged to you (she 
replied ;) but tell me, Signior de Santillane, does 
the Prince love music i"' " HeJoves it (answered 
I) to distraction; nothing can entertain him so 
much as a fine voice, accompanied by a lute deli- 
cately touched." 

" So much the better ! (cried she in a transport 
of joy }) you g^e me infinite pleasure in telling me 
diis ; for my niece has the pipe of a nightingale, 
and plays upon the lute to admiration ; she like- 
wise dances perfectly well." " Heavens ! (cried I 
in my turn,) what perfectioi», my good aunt ! so 
many are not necessary to make a girl's fortune; 
one of these talents is sufficient for the purpose." 

Having thus paved the way, I waited for the 
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hour of the Prince's coachee ; then ^ving orders to 
my coachman, I rejoined the Count de Lemos, who 
told me that the Prince, to g;et rid of jiis company, 
the sooner, would feign a slight indispgsition, and 
even go to bed, the better to persuade them of his 
being sick, but that he would rise again in an hoar, 
and, by a back door, gain a private stair diat led 
into the court-yard. 

When he had informed me of what ^ey had con- 
certed together, he posted me in a place through 
which he assured me they would pass ; and there I 
danced attendance so long, that I began to diink 
our gallant had taken another road, or lost hii 
desire ofaeeingCatalisa; as if princes usually drop 
these sort of whims before they have satisfied them. 
In short, I imagined they had forgot me altogether, 
when two n^en accosted me, whom having discern- 
ed to be those I expected, I cor.d'icted them to my 
coach, in which they seated themselves, while I 

fot upon the coach-box to direct the driver, whom 
ordered to stop about fifty yards from the house. 
I then handed the Prince and his companion out 
of the coach, and we walked towards the place for ' 
which we were bound. The gate opened ' at oar 
approach, and shut again as soon as we got in. 

At first we found ourselves in the same darkness 
in which I had been introduced ; though by way of 
distinction there 'was a small lamp fixed on the 
wall, the light of which was so dim, that we could 
only perceive it, without l>eing lighted by its rays. 
All this served only to make the adventure more 
agreeable to our hero, who was sensibly struck at 
the sight of the ladies, who received him in a ball 
where the lustre of a great number of candles made 
amends for the darkness that reigned in the court. 
The aunt and niece were in a gay dishabille, so 
artfully disposed, that nobody could look upon ' 
them with impunity. Our Prince would have been 
very well satisfied with Signiora Mencia, if there 
had been no other for bim to choose; but the 
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charms of youa^ Catalina, as they deserved, b^ 
the preference. "Well, my Prince, (said the Count 
de Lemos,) was it possible for us to procure your 
Highness the pleasure of seeing two ladies more 
handsome than these f" " I am ravished with them 
both ! (replied the Prince) and I shall never carry 
off my heart ; for the aunt could not miss of it, if 
it was possihle for the niete to fail." 

After this compliment so agreeable to an aunt, 
he said a thousand fond things to Catalina, who 
answered with great wit and spirit. As those ho- 
nourable peopk who perform the part that I acted 
on this occasion are permitted to join in the con- 
versation of lovers, provided it be with the inten- 
tion of adding fuel to the fire, I told the gallant, 
that his nymph sung and played upon the lute to 
admiration. He was overjoyed to hear that she 
was mistress of these talenU, and intreated her to 
entertain hira with a specimen. She complied with 
a good grace, took up a lute ready tuned, played 
some tender airs, and sung in such an alTecting 
manner, that the Prince dropt down at her feet, in 
a transport of love and pleasure. But let us finish 
this picture, and only observe that during this 
sweet intoxication, in which the heir of the Spanish 
monarchy was plunged, the hours stole away like 
minutes, and we were obliged to tear him from 
that dangerous house because of the day's approach. 
We the gentlemen undertakers, carried him back to 
his apartment with great dispatch, and then went 
to onr diferent homes, as well satisfied in having 
fitted him with a she- ad venturer, as if we had 
transacted his marriage with a princess. 

Next morning I recounted this adventure to the 
Duke of Lerma, who desired to be informed of 
every particular; and just as I had finished m} 
narration, the Count de Lemos came in, and said, 
" The Prince of Spain is so much engrossed by Ca- 
talina, and has conceived such a passion* for her, 
that he proposes to visit her often, and attach him- 
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self to her alone. H« wanted to send to her thii 
day jewels to the amount of two thonsand pistoles, 
but not having apenny id his purse, he applied to 
me. ' Mj> dear Leitlos, {ie.\d he,) you must find 
me that sum immediately. I know very well thaC 
I incommode, flay exhaust you, but my heart re- 
tains the obligation ; anci if ever I find myself in k 
condition to enert my gratitude, otherwise thftn in 
thought, for all your friendship, you shall not re- 
pent for having laid me under an obligation." 
' My prince, (said I, leaving him that instant,) I 
have friends and credit, and will empjoy them both 
to accommodate you with what yon want.' 

" It is not difficult to satisfy his demand (said 
the Duke to his nephew.) Santillane, go fetch the 
money: or, if you please, he will purchase the 
_'ewels, for he is a perfect connoisseur in stones, 
especially rubies. Is not this true, Gil Bias ?" 
(added he, looking at me with a satirical smile.) 
" Your glace is very severe {I replied ;) I see that 
you want to. make Monsieur the Count merry at 
my etpence." This happened accordingly. The 
nephew asked what mystery there was in his words 
" Norhing (answered the Duke laughing) only 
Santillane one day thought proper to exchange a 
diamond for a ruby, and afterwards found that he 
had gained neither honour nor profit by the bar- 
gain." 

I should have thought myself easily qnil, if the . 
minister had said no more of the matter ; but be 
tooR the trouble to relate the trick that. Camilla 
and Don Raphael played upon me in the hired 
lodging, and to enlarge particularly on those cir- 
cumstances which chagrined me most. His excel- 
lency, after having enjoyed his joke, ordered me 
to accompany the Count de Lemos, who carried me 
to a jeweller's house, where we chose jewels, which 
we shewed to the Prince for his approbation ; and 
which being afterwards entrusted to me, in order 
to be presented to Catalina, I went borne for two 
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ihonsand pistoles of the DuWs moneys wlAwldell 
I paid the merchant. ' 

Tt is a question oot to be naked, if I was kindly 
received next night by the ladiea, when 1 eihibited 
the presents of my eoabassy, consisting of a hand- 
some ring designed for the aunt, and a pur of ear- 
rings for the niece. ChErmed with these marks of 
the Prince's love and generosity, they began to 
prattle like two gossips, and thanked me for baYing 
proeured for them such a valuable acquaintance. 
They forgot themselves intbe excess of their joy, 
and some words escaped them, which made me 
suspect that I had intAiduced a mere gipsy to our 
great monarch's sob ; but that I might know pre- 
cisely whether or not I had pei&rmed this fine 
master-piece, I went home, resolved to come to an 
explanation with Scipio. 



CBAPTER Xn. 



Jttst as I eni^^ my own house, I heard a 
great noise; and enquiring into the cause, was 
told, Scipio that eveping treated half a docen of his 
, friends, who sung full throat, and frequently broke 
out in loud fits of laughter; so that assuredly this 
repast could not be properly styled the banquet ol 
the seven wise men. 

The master of the feast, advertised of my arrival, 
said to the company, " Gentlemen, it is only my 
master come home : be not disturbed, but continue 
yoar mirth ; I will go and speak two words to him, 
and rejoin you Id a twinkling." So saying, he 
came to my apartment. " What a hubbub is this ! 
(said I ;) what sort of people are those you enter- 
tain below.'' are they poets?" — "No, indeed. Sir, 
if you please, (he replied,) it were pity to bestow 
B V»i.. HL 
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yonrwioe od such compaoy. I make a better nie, 
of it. There is amoDg my guests a very rich young 
iellow, who wants for his money an employmeni 
by your interest, and for him alone I give this . 
entertainment : at every draught be drinks, I raise 
the gratification you are to receive ten pistoles, 
and will make him drink till day." — " If that be 
the case, ,(I replied,) go back to thy friends, and 
don't spare the wine in my cellar." 

I did not think this a proper season to talk with 
him about Cataliua; hut next morning when 1 got 
up 1 spoke to him in this manner: "Friend Scipio, 
thou knowest how we live together; I^ treat thee 
more like a comrade than a domestic ; and of con- 
sequence thou wilt be to blame in deceiving me as 
a master. Let us then lay aside all reserve with 
one another. I will tell thee something that will . 
surprise thee, and than shalt disclose to me thy 
real senUraents of these two women with whom 
tfcou hast made me acquainted. Between thee 
and me, T suspect them to be two artful pnsses, 
cunning in proportion to the simplicity which 
they affect. If my opinion does tkem justice, the 
Prince of Spain has no great cause to be well 
pleased with me : for I confess it was for him 
that I wanted a mistress. I accordingly carried 
bim to Calalina's house, and he is become pas- 
sionately fond of her." — " Signior, (answered Sci- 
pio,) I am too well used by you, to be' wanting in 
sincerity to my master. 1 had yesterday a private 
conversation with the maid of the two princesses, 
and she related their history, which to me seemed 
very diverting. You shall hear it in two words. 

Catalioa is daughter to a poor gentleman of 
Arragon ; and finding herself at the age of fifleen 
an orphan, as handsome as poor, listened to an old 
commander, who conducted her to Toledo, where 
he died in six months, after having serv«l as a 
parent rather than a husband to her. She secured 
nia fortune, consisting of some moveables, and 
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Uiree bnndred pistoles in ready money, then joined 
herself to Signjora Mencia, who was still in fashion, 
though already in the wane. These two good 
friends lived together, and began to behave so as 
to attract Uk notice of justice; at which thV ladles 
being disgusted, hastily abandoned-Toledo through 
vexation, and settled in Madrid, where they had 
lived about two years, without visiting any person 
iu the neighbourhood. But the btfst circumstance 
of the story is this — they have hired two small 
houses, separated only by a wall, having in the 
cellar a stair of conimunicatioo from the one to the 
other. Signiora Mencia lives with a young maid- 
servant in one of these houses, and the com- 
. mander's widow possesses the other, with an old 
duenna who passes for her grandmother; so that 
our Arragonian is sometimes a niece brought u^ 
by her aunt, and sometimes a pupil under the 
wings of her grandame. When she acts the niece, 
she is called Catalina; and when she plays the 
grand-child, her name is Sirena. 

At the name of Sir«ia, I grew pale; and inter- 
mpling Scipio, said, " What do I hear! alast I am 
afraid that this cursed Arragonian is no other than 
the mistress of Calderona." — " Truly (he replied) 
it is the same. I thought this piece of news would 
have ^ven you pleasure." — '' Thou art very much 
mistaken, (answered I,) I have more cause to be 
sorry than rejoiced at it; dost thou not see the 
consequences r" — " No, in faith, (resumed Scipio,) 
what mischief can it produce.' you are not sure 
that Don Rodrigo will discover what passes ; and 
if you are afraid of his getting information, you 
have nothing to do but prepossess the minister 
in your favour, by telling him candidly the whole 
affair. He will see your sincerity ; and if a(\er this 
Calderona should attempt to do you an ill office 
with his excellency, he wilt perceive that his sole 
design is to injure you out of a spirit of revenge." 
: Scipio, by this discourse, banished my fear; "and, 
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resoUiiw- to follow his advice, I MfiMmed ^ 
Duke of I«rin» of die diacevery 1 b«d maie. I 
even a&cted to tell it with a aelaDctMly air, in 
order to persuade him o£ my being moctified for 
having innocently introduced De» Radri^'s am- 
tress to ii» Prince. But the mintBtcr, far &om 
pitying hift favonrttA* taugbed at the adre n tnre, 
aiid bid me go on io ray oU way, saying dkat after 
all it was gkrioas for Calderoaa to tove Sesame 
lady wlio bad captivated the Prince of Snais, and 
to be as weU received by h« m bia Hi^mcM. I 
imparted it alao to the Count de Lanoi, whe 
afitured me of bis protectu», iii cmk tbe int 
secretary should discorer ikt intrigM^ and aUecapt 
lo ruin me with tus grace. 

Iroaginiug (bat by this precaution I' bad de- 
livered the bark, of my fertime from tbe daogeroot 
shelves that environed it, uy &ar vnmslnd. I 
still accompanied the Prince to the bouse of Cata- 
Gna, alias the fair Sireoa, who- was artfiil enough 
to invent stratagems to keep Don RodR^o from 
her embrace^ a^ to defraud hint of tlnMr nights 
which die wat^ obliged to bestow oo hi* Sliuimns 
rivaL 



cuaFTEK xm. 



I HAVB already observed, that in tbs ( _ 

my antichamber was ueuaily crowded wiA people 
who came to ntaJke proposals, but I would not 
receive them viva voce; and according to tbe 
custom at court, or rather with a view of exhi- 
biti^ my owa imp*rtanc«, I said to each solicitor, 
' " Give in a memoriaL" I was so moch used to 
this, that one day I answered in these words to my 
laadlocdf who. came to put me in imnd of a year's 
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rent b«ng due. As for luy botcber •nd faakar, 
they saved me die trouble of aikiiig th«r memo- 
rials, which were nlwayg punctnaHy delivend 
every monA. Scipm, who iiniuted me m cl9sely, 
that the copy miglit be ekid to c«Mie very near the 
original, behaved in the same mamer to tfaou wbo 
applied for his iDtwett <mth me. 1 wm ^mlty «l 
another ridiculous piece of vmrity., «i^tch I dm't 
intend to excuse. [ was foolnh enough to Idk of 
die grandees, as if 1 <h»d been a -mi« in thrar 
niliere. If, {far example,) I bad oocasioa to inrts- 
tion ifae Diike of Alva, or the Duke of MedjoK 
Sidonia, 1 c a B ed tbein mdimn ocfemeiiy, "Alva^ 
and Medina Sldoraa." In a word, I became ■so 
vain and haughty, that I was no dooger my fatker'i 
son. Alas ! poor daniiia and ttrimr, I ^id aol m» 
mnch as eirqinre w4ietber yon wmt bappy «r mi- 
serable m the Astarias ! I dU not even think -oC 
youl The x:ourt is libe the rrwr Ijcthe in makiqc . f ' 
ns forget onr pareDti and fineadi, when they uc y 
nnder misfortunes. 

1 no longer, tharcfftire, icmcmbefed my faaulj;, 
<wben me moroing a yewag m«a camels my houi^ 
and desiring to «peak with me in ^vate, 1 conied 
him into my deset, wiieK, witbaat xithriag him a 
chair, liecanse be seeiBKl to be a plebman, I asked 
-what be wanted with nef "Hmri Senior Gil 
Bias, (said he,) don't yen remembor mef" In 
vain I considered him attentivdy : I waaobliged.iD 
answer, that bis featarea were catirely uolraswo. 
" I am (be TCfAied) <nw of yoar ^U «^e«d feUowi, 
a native of 'Oviedo, and bob of Bertrand Mwcada, 
the grocer, yoor tncte ^e vanoa't B^gbboor. I 
lemember yon very weM; w« h«ve playad togstber 
a thousand limea »t Oallina Ci^^'** 

^'I have (nid IV bnt « WHintted idea of the 
amusements of my wfimcy : the bnsisetB in which 
I have been engi^ed, rinee thill tine, hat cfiactd 
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them fr(Mn my memory." " I am come (he returned) 
to Madrid, to settle' accounts with my father's 
correspondent : and I heard it said that you was 
on a good footing at court, and already as rich as a 
Jew. I congratulate yon on your good fortune ; 
and will, at my return into the country, overwhelm 
your femily with joy, by telling them such an 
agreeable piece of news." 

I could not, in common decency, forbear asking 
in what situation he had left my father, mother, 
and uncle : but this piece of duty I performed 
so coldly, that the grocer had no great reason to 
admire the force of blood. He seemed shocked at 
my indifference for those who ought to have been 
so dear to me; and bein^ a plain, vulgar young 
fellow, said bluntly, "I thought you had more 
tenderoesa and sensibility for your relations. How 
coldly do you enquire into their cirtnmstances ! 
Know, that your father and mother, are still at 
service; and the good canon Gil Peres, burthened 
with old age and infirmities, draws near his end. 
People ought to have some natural afiection ; and 
since you are in a condition to assist your parents, 
I advise you, as a friend, to sepd two hundred 
pistoles yearly for their support : by which means 
you- will make their life easy and happy, without 
any inconvenience to yourself." Instead of being 
moved by the picture which he drew of my family,' 
I -was disgusted at the liberty which he took in 
advising me, without being desired so to do. Witli 
a little more address, perhaps, he might have per- 
suaded me ; but his freedom had a contrary effecL 
He perceived my displeasure by my silence ; and 
continuing his exhortation with more malice than 
charity, jnade me lose my patience entirely. " Oh, 
this is too much ! (cried I in a passion) go, Mr. 
Muscada, and meddle with your own concerns : it 
becomes you wdl, indeed, to prescribe to me: I 
know my doty, on this occasion, better (ban yoa 
can teach me." So saying, I pushed the grocer out 
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flTniy closet, atid sent him back to sell pepper and 
cloves at Oviedo. What he said, however, did not 
fail of having some effect : I reproached myself 
with being an unnatural son, and was melted 
accordingly. I recalled the care they had taken 
of ray infancy and education : I considered the 
duty I owed to my parents ; and my reSectioos 
were attended with some transports of acknow- 
ledgment, which, however, came to nothing : they 
were soon stifled by my ingratitude, and suc- 
ceeded by profound oblivion. There are faway 
parents who have children of the same stamp. 

The avarice and ambition with which I wh 
possessed entirely changed my disposition. I lost 
alt my gaiety, became aiksent and thoughtful ; in a 
word, a miserable animal, Fabricio, seeing me 
ahogelher bent on sacrificing to fortune, and very 
much detached from him, came but seldom to my 
bouse, where one day he could not help saying, 
' Truly, Gil Bias, thou art grown out of my know- 
li-dge : before thy coming to court, thou wasi 
always easy and tranquil ; at present, thou art in- 
cessantly agitated with, project after project to 
enrich thyself; and the more wealth thou hast got, 
the more wouldst thou amass. Besides, let me 
tell thee, thou no longer treatest me with that 
effusion of the heart, and freedom of behaviour, 
which are the soul of friendsliip ; on the contrary, 
thou wrappest thyself up, and concealest from me 
thy secret views : nay, I can perceive constraint 
in all thy civilities towards me : in short, Gil Bias 
is no longer the same Gil Bias whom I formerly 
knew," 

" Tou joke sure (said I, with an air of indif- 
ference,) I can't perceive any change in myself,"— 
"Thy own eyes are no judges, (answered he,) 
they are bewitched : believe me, thy metamor- 
phosis is but too true. Speak sincerely, my friend, 
Do thou and I live together as formerly f When I 
used to knock at thy duor in the :norniog, thou 
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earnest in peraon to open it, very oAen half asleep 
and I entered thy chamber without ceremony. 
Now behold the difference I Thou art attended by 
half a score of lacquies. — I am obliged to wait in 
thy anti-chaHiber, and aend in my name before I 
can speak with thee : then, how am I received ? 
with a forced politeness, and air of importance : 90 
that my visits seem tedious and tiresome. Dost 
tbou think such a reception can be agreeable to 
One who has lived with thee on the footing of a 
comrade ? No, SantiTlane, no, I can't put up with 
it. Farewell. Let us part friends, and get rid'.' 
of one another : thou of one who censures thy 
behavioor, and.I of a rich upsurt wfao has forgot 
himself." 

I felt myself mor« irritated than reclaimed by 
his reproaches, and let him go, without making 
the least eflort to detain him. In my opinion, at 
that time the friendship of a poet was not of sucb 
value, as that 1 should be afflicted at the loss of it ; 
I found abundance of consolation in the acquaint- 
ance of some small officers of the King, to whom 
of late I was strictly connected by a similitude of 
disposition. The greatest part of these new com- 
panions were people who sprung I know not 
whence, and arrived at their posts merely by the 
happy influence of their stars. They had already 
made their fortunes ; and the wretches, ascribing 
to their own merit the wealth which had been 
heaped upon them by the bounty of the King, forget 
themselves as well as I did. We looked upon 
ourselves as very respectable personages. O for- 
tune ! how are thy favours usually dispensed ! The 
Stoic Epictetus was certainly in the right, when he 
compared thee to a young lady of fashion, who 
prostitutes herself to the embraces of footmen. 



END OF TUK EIGHTH BOOK. 
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BOOK IX. 



f^NK ereniDg, after the company which had 
SDpped with me was gone, seeing myself alone with 
Scipio,! asked what he haddonetfaatday.'"'Amas>er- 
piece (be replied :) I intend to have you married to 
the only daughter of a goldsmith of my acquaiQt- 
ance." — " The daughter of a goldsmith ! (cried I 
with an air of disdain) faast^thou lost thy senses? 
How canst thon propose a wife from the city? 
One who has certainly merit, and is on a sure 
footing at court, ought to entertain more elevated 
views, methinks." — " How, Sir ? (replied Scipio,) 
mire you are not in earnest : consider that the male 
alone ennobles ;' and be not more delicate than a 
'Aousand noblemen, whose names I can mention. 
Do you know that the heiress in question is worth . 
an hundred tboitsand ducats ? Is not this a fine 
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morsel of piftte?" When I heard him talkofEaeb ft 
round sum, I became more tractable. " I yield, 
(said I to my secretary ;) the dowry determinea 
me; when shall I touch it?" — "Softly, Sir, (be 
replied,) a little pfttienpe,: I inust first communi- 
cate the proposal to the father, and obtain bis 
consent." " Good ! (said I, laughing heartily :) 
mre yon still thereabouts f I find the marriage is 
&r advanced." — " Farther than you imagine, (an- 
swered he;) I want only an hour's couversatioa 
with the goldsmith, and will answer Co/ bis cw? ' 
seat. But before we proceed, let us come ta»« 
composition, if you please. Suppose I procure for 
you those hundred thousand ducats, how many will 
fall to my share?" — "Twenty thousand," (I replied.) 
* Heaven be praised \ (said he :) I limit the acknow- 
ledj^ment to ten tfaousand : for once, you are 
more generous than I. To-morrow I will set this ' 
oegociation on foot; and you may depend upon its 
success: otherwise, I am but an ass." In effect, 
two days after, he |aiid, "• 1 haye Spoke to Signior 
Gabriel Salero the goldsmith ; and have extolled 
your credit and your merit so much, that he 
listened to the proposal I made, of accepting y^i^ 
for a son-in-law : and yon shaH have his daughter 
with a hundred thousanti ducats, provided you 
CBS make it plainly appear that you are in favour 
with the nunister." " If that he the case, (answered 
I to SLcipio,) I shall be married very soon : but a- 
piouos, hast thou seen the girt? Is she handsome.^ 
" Not so handsome as tbe dowry (said he ;) betweea 
you and me, diis rich h^ress is not a very beautiful 
creature: but, luckily, that you don't mind." — "No, 
faiUi, my child ! (said I,) we courtiers only marry 
lof ibe sake 4>f marrying, and hiok for beanty no 
where but in the wives of our friends. If it hap- 
pens to center in our own, we take so little notice 
of it, that it is but Just in diem to punish us for our 
neglect" 
. *' This is not aH, (resumed Scipio.) Signior G«- 

L,,.,l,.-Hi,r,G00glc 



JU>yENTURES OF Ga BUS. » 

hii^ iavite* yoin to Hipper to-nigbt ; mi we hvm 
agreed that you shall not talk of marriage. Th«r« 
will be several merchants of his acquaintance pre- 
sent at the entertaioment, where you shall appew 
only a simple guest : and to-morrow he will rap 
with you in the same manner. By thi> you may 
tee tn^t be wants' to study your temper, belbn h* 
proceeds : sq (hat yon must l>e on your guard 
before Iwp.'* — *' 2^oQks ! (said I, with an air of 
coofidence,) let him examine me as narrowly as hrP 
pleases ; i sbalj lose i^othifig by bis scrutioy." 

AH this was puncluaily executed : I repaired to 
the house of the goldsmith) who received me aji 
fiimiliarly as if we bad tdready visited one another 
leveraj times. He was an boaest citisen, polite 
hast^ porfiar,* as the saying is. He introduced me 
to Signiora JGugeoiii his wife, and youag Gahriela, 
bis diaughter, to whom I paid abuodaoce of coav* 
pliqaeuts, witluutt iofriogiog the treaty. I said ft 
ere^t many thlings, in very ^cious wordS) accord- 
ing to the custow of couTtierB. 

Oabriela (oo disparageneat to ny secretary) 
aj;>pear«^ 9ot at all <^S8f^eeaj>k ; wbetbcr on ao 
count of her being richly dressed, or that I lotted 
H|),on her through the dowry, I know not. Whait a 
ise house did Signior GaiuieJ possess ! 1 beUev* 
there was m^re silver in it tb^ji m all the mioes of 
PejcH : ^t metal presented itself to tbe view, in 
^ cofrners, under a tbousand dijSerent sbapn. 
Every room, and that in particular wlwre v« 
suppet^ was a perfect treasui;?. What a ooble 
uieclacle was this for the eyes of a soB-io-law| 
The old man, that he might d» the greater hoooitf 
to hig entertainment, bad assembled five or six 
merchants, persons equally gr^ve and tedious i 
tiffiy spoke of aotbiflg but commerce ; and theii 
discQwse might have been c^alled a conference of 

^ Kv«a to obstiDMv^ 
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fiictors, rather than the conversation of friends at 

supper. 

Next night I treated our goldsmitli in my 
*ura; and as it was not in my power to daizle him 
with plate, had recourse to an illusion of a different 
kind. I invited to supper those of my friends who 
made the best figure at court, and whom I knew 
to bcambitious fellows, and who set no bounds to 
their desires. These people talked of nothing but 
|K>mp, of splendid and lucrative posts to which 
they aspired; and this had its effect: the citizen 
Gabriel, confounded by their grand ideas, found 
himself, in spite of his wealth, a mortal man in 
comparison of these gentlemen. As for my own 
part, affecting the man of moderation, I said I 
would be contented with a middling fortune; 
twenty thousand ducats a year, or so. Upon 
which, these greedy hunters of honour and riches 
cried, I was in the wrong ; and that a man who 
(like me) was beloved by the prime-minister, ought 
not to restrict himself to.such a trifle. The fathet- 
in-iaw lost not a syllable of what was said, and I 
thought I observed him very well satisfied when 
he retired. 

Scipio did not fail to visit him next morning, and 
asked if he was pleased with my behaviour : " I 
- am charmed with it! (replied the citizen,) the 
young man has won my heart But Signior Sci- 
pio, (added he,) I conjure you, by our old ac- 
quaintance, to speak sincerely. Vfe have all our 
different foibles, as you know; tell me that of 
Signior deSantillane: is he a gamester? is he a, 
rake ! What is his. ^dcions inclination .'' Pray don't 
conceal it." — " Ton afiVont me, Signior Gabriel, 
by asldng such a question, (replied the mediator :) 
I am not so much in my master's interest as in 
yours. If he had any bad quality capable o** 
makingyour daughter unhappy, do you thinklwoula 
hava proposed huo to you for a jmn-in-Iaw ' No. 
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feith! 1 am too mucti your humble servaut But 
between you and me, I know no oOier fault in him, 
but that of having no fault. He is too modest for 
a young man." — " So much the better, (cried the 
goldsmith ;) I am glad of it. Go, friend, assure 
bim that he shall have my daughter, whom I would 
oestow npon him, even if he was not beloved by 
the minister." 

My secretary had no sooner informed me of tliii 
conversation than I hastened to Saleru's house, (o 
thank him for his condescension. He liiid already 
declared his pleasure to his wife and daughter, 
who gave me to understand, by their behaviour 
towards me, that they submitted to his will with- 
out reluctance. I carried my father-in-law, and 
E resented him to the Duke of Lerma, to whom 1 
ad imparted the affair the preceding evening. 
His excellency received him very courteously, 
and assured him that he was very glad he had 
choflcn for a son-in-law a man for whom he had 
so much regard, and whom be intended to advance. 
He then enlarged upon my good qualities, and, in 
short, spoke so well of me, that honest Gabriel 
thought he had met in my worship one of the best 
matches in Spain. He was so overjoyed, that' the 
tear stood in his eye : he clasped me in his arms at 
parting, and said, " My son, I am so impatient to 
see you Gabriela's husband, that yon shall b« 
mBiried in eight days at farthest." 



CHAPTER II. 



The order of ray history requires that 1 should 
leare ray marriage for a moment, to recount tie 
services which I did to Don Alphonso, my old 
master, whom I had entirely forgotten till aovL. 
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and I remembered him on tins occaiion. Tbc 
government of the city of Valencia became vacant, 
and when I heard this piece of news, I thought of 
Don Alphonsa de Leyva. I reflected, that thii 
employment would suit him admirably well ; and, 
not so much through friendship as ostentation, 
resolved to ask it for him ; representing to myself, 
that if I should obtain the place, it would do me 
mfinite honour. Addressing myself therefore to 
the Duke of Lerma, I told him that I had been 
steward to Don Ceesar de Leyva and his son ; and 
that'having all the reason in the wodd to love 
them, I took the liberty to beg the government of Va- 
lencia for either the one or the other. The minister 
answered, " With all my heart, Gil Bias : I love to 
see thee grateful aod generous. Besides, I esteem 
the family thou speakest of: the Leyvas have been 
always good servants to the king, and well deserve 
that place. Thou mayest dispose of it at thy own 
pleasure : I ^ve it tbee for a nn{^I pi'esenL" 
Ravished with'my saccess, 1 went without loss of 
time, and desired Calderona to make oat letters 
patent for TUm Alphonso. There I found a great 
number of people attending id respectfid ulence', 
until Rodngo should give them audienpe ; iuid 
pressing through the crowd, I presented myself at 
the door of Ms closet, which was immediately 
opened, and displayed a multiHtde of knight^ 
commanders, aod odiec people of consequence, 
whom Calderona heard in their turns. His dif- 
ferent behaviour to different people was very re 
markable: he received some with a slight inclination 
of his head only ; others he honoured with a bow, 
and conducted them to his closet door. He pat 
(to use the expression,) different shades of con- 
sideration in the civilities he showed. On one 
hand, I perceived some cavaliers, who, shocked at 
the little regard be paid to them, cursed in their 
hearts the necessity that compel]«] Ifaem to cringe 
to such a fellow. On the contrary, I observed 
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otkers, who laughed within tbemselves at hit ridi- 
culous aud self-sufficient deportment. Though 1 
made all these fine observations, I was not capable 
of profiting b^' them ; for 1 behaved at home just in 
the same manoer, and litde minded whether my 
haughty carriage was blamed or approved, provided 
it commanded respect. 

Don Rodrigo having, by chance, cast his eyes 
npon nie, hastily (juitted a gentleman, to whom he 
was speaking, and coming up, embraced me with 
demonstrations of frieadslnp, that surprised me 
not a little. " Ah ! my dear colleague (cried he,) 
what affair procures me the pleasure of seeing you 
here? is Ibere any thing in which I can serve 
you ?" I told him the cause of my visit ; and he 
assured me, in (be most obliging terms, that wha 
I waoled should be done by the same hour nes 
day. He did not limit his politeness to this, but 
conducted me as i&r as the door of the anti-cham- 
ber, whither be never used to go, except with 
grandees, and there embraced me anew. 

What is the meaning of all this civility ? (said I 
to myself, going out,) what can it forebode .' Sare 
C&lderopa meditates my ruin. Perhaps he is de- 
sirous of gaining my friendship ; or feeling hii 
favour on the decline, cultivates me with a view o. 
engaging my 'ntercession with our patron in his 
behalf. T did not know which of these conjectures 
] should adopt. Next day, when I returned, he 
treated me in the same manner, loading me with 
civility aed caresses. True, indeed, he bated a 
great deal of that politeness, in his reception of 
other people, who came tp speak with him. He 
was hmnt with some, cold with others, and dis- 
obliging to every body. But all of them were 
sufficiently revenged, by an adventure which hap- 
,pened, and which I ought not to pass over in 
silence. This will be an advice to the reader, and 
for those clerks and secretaries who shall read it. 

K man in very plain dress, and who did not at 
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all appear what he was, npproaclied CaUerom^ 
and Epoke to him of a certain memorial, which he 
(aid be had presented to the Duke of Lerma. 
Don Rodri^o, who did not even look at the cava- 
lier, said to him, in a surly tone, " What is your 
name, friend f" " I was called Francillo in my 
. infancy, (replied the cavalier, very coolly ;) since 
that time, I have had the appellation of Don 
Francisco de Zuniga,* and, at present, my name 
u the Count de Pedroso." Calderona, astonished 
at these words, and finding ifaat he had to do with 
a man of the first quality, endeavoured to excuse 
himself. " Sig-nior (said he to the Count,) I beg 
pardon, if not knowing you" — " I want none of 
thy excuses, (said Francillo, with disdain,) I de- 
Kiise thy apologies as much as thy incivility. 
Know, that a minister's secretary ought to receive 
all sorts of people with good manners. Thou 
mayest, if thou wilt, be vain enough to look upon 
thyself as thy master's deputy ; but don't forget 
that thou art only his valet.'* 

Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was very 
much mortified at this incident, he did not become 
a wbit more aflable. As for my part, I marked 
this stroke, and resolved to take care how I be- 
haved to people, in giving audience, and never to 
be insolent but with mutes. At Don Alphonso's 
patent was expedited, I carrjed it away, and sent 
it, by an express, to that young nobleman, with a 
letter from the Duke of Lerma, in which his 
excellency informed him, that the king had named 
him to the government of Valencia.-|- I took no 



* Zunjga, one of the most ancient families of Castile. 

t Vatencia, the capital of (he kingdom that bears tha 
lame name, is situatMl on the banks of the Guadalavirai 
about half a league from the sea. It is the see of aa 
archbishop, and seal of an university, a place of grett 
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notice of the Ehare I had in this nominBtion ; I 
would not even -write j pleasiug myself with the 
hope of telliDg him by word of month, and of 
surprising him agreeably, when be should come to 
court, to take the oaths for his employment. 



CHAPTER HI. 



Let us return to my fair Gabriela, whom I 
was to marry in eight days. Both parties pre- 
pared for the ceremony : Salero bought rich clothes 
for the bride ; and I hired a chambermaid, a page, 
and an old squire, for her attendants. All thb 
was ordered by Scipio, who waited even more im- 
patiently than I for the day on which the dowry 
was to be paid. 

On the evening preceding that day so mach 
desired, 1 supped at the house of my father-in-law, 
with uncles, aunts, male and female coosinB, and 
played the part of an hypocritical son-in-law to 
great perfection. I shewed great respect to the 
goldsmith and his wife, acted the passionate lover 
to Gabriela, and behaved very courteously to th^ 
whole family, to whose flat discourse and cil-like 
observations I patiently listened. Accordingly, at 
the price of roy patience, I had the good fortune 
to please all the relations. There was not one 
among them who did not seem glad of my al- 
liance. 



tnde, and, on the whole, su agreeable as to have obtained 
the name of Valencia la hermosa ; Valencia the besutifuL 
This country was formerly in possession of theMoora, from 
whom the city was taken, abuut the end of the eleventh p«> ■ 
tury, by the fainona Rii; Dias, siirnanied the Cid 
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The repast lielng ended, the (wmpany reioowed 
into a great hall, wfcere we were 'regaled witii a 
concert vf vocal and instrmnental >miiEH:, whkdi 
was not HI executed, althon^ they htA not chosen 
the best hands of Madrid. Several gay airs, with 
which our ears were agreeably entertained, put us 
all ia such good humour, that we began to form 
country dances. <JeH 4tBows hew we performed, 
since I was taken for a disciple of Terpsichore : 
thongh 1 had no other princhiles of that art, than 
two or three Icaaans, wtrich I received from- a coi- 
comb of a dancing- master, who came to teach the 
pa^ea, when i lived with the Marchioness oi 
Chaves. Afto* we had' si^ciently divtirted our-' 
adves, it being tine for each to think of retiring, I 
was very prodigal of my hugs and bows. " Adieu, 
my son, (sud S^ro, embracing me,/! will wait on 
y«u ta^Biorroiir niorniiig, with the dowry, in good 
gold."—" My dear fiitber (1 replied,) you shall be 
very welcome." Then wishing the family good 
ttig^t, I got into tlie coach that waited £aT me at 
the gate, &»d ilrove homewards. 

I was scarce two huodred paces from Slgnior 
Ciabriel's bouse, when ilfteen or twenty men, some 
«m iMu-sebauk, olhors s-Jbot, armed with swords and 
'Csrabines, surfoonded the coach and stopped it, 
frying, "In ibe Kiug'^iuame!" They made me 
■OMne -out in a iiurry, aiod threw me into a post- 
chaise, w4)erethe chief of these cavsdiers .mounting 
slang with me, bid the driver proceed for Segovia. 

soon guessed that my fellow-traveller was an 
•oneat alguaiilq whom I Questioned about the cause 
of my hnprisonment. But lie answered iu the 
usual tone of those gentlemen, that is, in a brutal 
manner, that be was not obliged to tell me any 
thing of the matter. I observed that perhaps he 
ntight be mistaken in the man. " No no, (said he) 
I know my business better. Fou are Signror de 
Syntillane ; and yon I have orders to conduct to 
the place lor which we are bound." Having no- 
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thing to reply, I resolved to hold ny tongac 
We IrarellaJ all the rest ol the night, along Hbd- 
caranei, in profound silence ; clnnged horBes ttt 
Colmenar, and arrived in the evening atS^ovia,* 
where I was locked up in the tower. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Thct b^fan with patting nie into a dutweoa* 
where I was left upon straw, like a malefactor 
worthy of death. Here 1 passed the night, not in 
deploring my condition, for, as yet, I had not per 
ceived the whole of my misfortune, but in tasking 
my remembrance to find out the cause of my im- 
prisonment I did not doubt that it was the work 
of Calderoaa ; nevertheless, though I suspected 
that he had discovered the whole, I could not 
conceive how he had prevailed upon the Duke of 
Lerma to treat me so cruelly. Sometimes I ima< 



• SeRDvia, a city of New Castile, about twelve leagues from 
Madrid; famous for its woollen manufacture ; the tower 
that was built by the Moors ; the mint ; which surpasses bH 
work of the same kiod in Europe ; andan aqueduct buitt by 
the emperor Trajan, which remainB entire to this day, ana 
is looked upon as one of the Rnest monuments of antiquity. 
It extends three thousand paces from one mountain to ano- 
ther; and is supported by one hundred and seventy-seven 
arches in two tiers, forming ss it were ft double bridge. Thi» 
»iUflce la built of lai^e hewn atones, so artfully joined with 
out mortar or cement, that it remains undamaged to the pre- 
sent age : whereas the little improvements that are occasion- 
ally made upon it for the puUic use seldom last lan|;er than 
ftfteen or twenty years. 
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gined that I had been arrested without the hnow', 
Mige of his excellency ; and sometimes I thought 
diat he himself was the cause of my misfortunee,. 
fbr some pohtical reasons that often induce miDis- 
(ers to use their favourites in this manner. 

I was strongly a^tated by these different con- 
jectures, when the light of day, penetrating through 
a little g#ite, presented to my view the horror ol 
the place in which 1 was. 1 then grieved without 
moderation, and my eyes became two sources ol 
tears, which the remembrance of my prosperity 
rendered inexhaustible. While I abandoned my- 
self to my sorrow, a turnkey came into ray dun- 
geon, with a loaf and a pitcher of water, for the 
day's allowance. He looked at nie, and observing 
that my face was bathed in tears, caoler as he was, 
felt an emotion of pity. " Signior prisoner, (said 
he,) don't despair. You must noi be so sensible 
of the vicissitudes of life; yon are young, and 
will see better days. Meanwhile, eat the King's 
allowance with a good grace." 

My comforter went out, when he had pronounced 
these words, to which I made no answer, but by 
groans and lamentatiotis. I spent the whole day 
ia cursing my fate, without thinking of doing 
honour to my provision, which, to me, in my pre- 
sent situation, seemed not so much a present of 
the king's bounty, as the effect of his rnge ; since it 
served rather to prolong than assuage the pain» of 
the unhappy. 

Night, in the mean time, arrived, and immediately 
a great noise of keys attracted my attention. 
The door of my dungeon opened, and a moment 
after, a man entering with a candle in his hand, 
approached me, saying, " Signior Gil Bias, behold 
one of your old friends. I am that Don Andrea 
de Tordesillas, who lived with you at Grenada, 
and was gentleman to the archbishop, while you 
was in favour with that prelate. You desired liim. 
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If you remember, to employ hb credit in my be . 
half; and by his interest, I was oamed for an 
employment in Meiico : but, instead of embarking 
for the Indies, I stopt in the city ofAlicanl, where 
I married the daughter of him who commanded 
the castle, and by a train of adventures which 1 
shall recount to you by and by, I am now become 
keeper of the tower of Segovia. I have express 
orders to keep you from the speech of every living, 
soul, to make you lie upon straw, and live upon 
bread and water only. But I have too much 
huroahily not to pity your misfortunes : besides, 
yon have done me service ; and my gratitude pre- 
vails over the orders which I have received. Far 
from being the instruoient of that cruelty wbi:h 
they would exercise upon you, 1 intend to softeo 
the rigour of Kour fate. Get up and follow me." 

Although Mr. Keeper well deserved my thanks, 
my understanding was so much disturbed, that I 
could not answer one word. I did not fail, how- 
ever, to follow him through a court, and up a nar- 
row stair, to a smalt room, quite a-top of the tower. 
I was not a little surprised, when 1 entered this 
chamber, to see two lights burning in brazen can- 
dlesticks, and two handsome covers on~a table. 
"The victuals will be presently- brought, (said 
Tordesillas,} and we will sup here together. I 
have destined this retreat for your lodging, wifere 
you will live much more comfortably than in your 
dungeon. You will see, from yonr window, the 
dowery banks of the Krena, and the delightful 
valley which, extends from the feet of the moun- 
tains that separate the two Castiles, as far as Coca. 
1 know that at first you will not he very sensible 
of such a fine prospect ; but when the violence of 
your grief shall be mellowed, by time, into a soft 
melancholy, you will take pleasure in making an 
excursion with your eyes over such agreeable 
olyects. Besides, you may be vssured of being 
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well provided in linen, and other necessaries fee* 
fitting a gentleman of delicacy and taste. More- 
over, you shall have a good bed, comfartabte diet,' 
and be furnislied with as many books as yon choose 
tD read. In a word, you shall be as wdl treated »s 
a prisoDer can be. 

finding myself a Httle eased by sitch obfigiti 
offers, 1 took courage, gave my gaoler a tbnusam] 
thanks, told him that he recalled me to lift by his 
generous. behaviour, and that I wished I migh' 
ever again have an opportunity of shewing mj 

Eatitude. *' And why not have an opportnnily •" 
e replied,) do you think yon have lost yoi. 
erty for ever .' You are mistaken ; aitd I dv rf 
assure yon, ihkt you wiH be qnit for a fen- months 
of Imprisonment." — " What say you, Signior Don 
Andrea ? (cried I) it seems then yon know the 
cause of my misfortune." — " I confess (said he) I 
em not ignorant of the afiair. The algnaiil, who 
brought you hither, imparted the secret to me; 
and I shall now reveal it." 

He told me that the king being informed of 
your having, in concert with the Count de Lemos, 
carried the prince of Spain to the house of a sus- 
pected lady, had, to punish you both, esiled the 
Count, and sent you to the tower of Segovia, to be 
treated viith all tlie rigour which you have expe- 
rienced since your arrival." " And how (said I,) 
did this affair come to the knowledge of the King .' 
It is that circumstance in particular, of which I 
want to be informed." — "And that circumstance 
(he replied,) is what I could not learn from the 
alguazil, who, in all likelihood, is himself ignorant 
of tlie matter." 

Here our conversation was interrupted by the 
entrance of several valets, who brought up supper. 
They put upon the table . some bread, two cups, 
two bottles, and three large dishes, in one of which 
diere was a ragout of hare, with plenty of onioni, 
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oil, amj eaSxon ; an 0II& podrMa* in another ; and 
the third contained a tur£ey-powt on a marmalade 
of bereDgenp-f Whea Tordesillas sav that we 
bad every thing we wanted, be sent away his ser- 
vants, not cario^ that they should overbear our 
discourse, and having locked the door, we sat 
down at table, opposite to one another. " Let ui 
begin (said he) with what is most needful. Yoa 

, must have a good tippetke, after a fast of two 
days." So saying, be loaded my plate with 
victuals, imagining diat be served one half-starved ; ^ 
and really he bad reason' to think I would stuff 

' myself with his ragouts. Nevertheless, I balked 
his expectation j ^nd bow much soever my condi- 
tion required food, I could not swallow a morsel ; 
BO much did I take to heart my present situation. 
To dispel the cruel ims^s which iocessandy 
afflicted me, my keeper in vain «xhorted me to 
drink, by extolling the excellence of bis wine. 
Had he given me nectar, I should have drank it 
without pleasure, at that time. He perceived my 
chagrin, and changiog his battery, began to re- 
count, in a pleasant manner, the history of his own 
marriage. But I beard his narration with such 
absence of thought, that when it was ended, I 
could not have repeated one word of what he said. 
He concluded that he undertook too much, in 

.^ attempting to divert my sorrow that evening j and 
when supper was over, got up, saying, " Signior de 
Santillaue, I will leave you to your repose, or rather, 
to muse at leisure upon your misfortune; But I re- 

Keat it again, it will not be of long duration : the 
liug is naturally good : when his wrath subsides, 
and he shall reflect upon the deplorable situatioq 



* Olla podrida, a dish composed of bH tarta of food. . 
I Berengena, a kind of fruit growing like a cucumber, anj 
eaten, like Preuch beans, with muttnn, &c. 



,„ Google 



M ADVENTURES OF GIL 8LA9. . 

ia which he believes you to be, be will ihink joc 
sufficiently panisbed." §o saymg, Mr. Keeper 
went down stairs, and sent up his servants to 
itncover the table. Tbey carried off every thing, 
even to the candles, and I went to bed by the 
melaacfaoly light of a lamp that was fixed to th« 
waU. 



CHJWTER K 



I spERT two hoars at least in reflecting upon 
vfhat Tordesillas had toid me. I am confined 
here, then, said I to myself, for having contribnted 
to the pleasures of the heir apparent. How im^ 
prndent was I, in doing services of that kind, to 
so young a prince ; for bis tender years alone make 
me'guilty. Had he been in a more advanced age, 
the King would, perhaps, have laugfaed at that 
which now incenses him go much. But who can 
have given such a piece of information to that 
monarch, without fearing the resentment of tbe 
Prince, or that of tbe Duke of Lerma ; who will 
doubtless revenge his nephew the Count de Leroosr 
How then has the King discovered it ? that I can- 
not comprehend. 

Hither my doubts always returned. The idea, 
however, that afflicted me most, thai drove me to 
' despair, and from which my mind could not detach 
itself, was the pillage to which I concluded my 
efiects had been abandoned. My strong box ! 
cried 1, my dear riches ; what has become of you, 
into whose hands are you fallen i alfis ! I have lost 
you, even in less time than that in which you were 
amassed ! I painted to myself ^e disorder thai 
must then reign in my bouse; and, on that sub- 
ject, made refiections, every one-more melancholy 
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tliaD another. The confuuon of so many different 
thoughts threw me into an oppression that became 
favourable ; and sleep, which had avoided me the 
preoeding night, shed his influence over my senses. 
To this, the goodness of the bed, the fatigue which 
1 had undergone, as well as the vapours of the vic- 
tnals and wine, contributed. I enjoyed a profound 
sleep, and, probably, the day would have surprised 
me in this condition, had I not been waked, all of a 
sudden, by a noise pretty extraordinary for a pri- 
son. I heard the sound of a guitar, accompanied 
widi i man's voice. I listened with attention, and 
bearing no more, believed it was a dream : but, in 
a moment, my ear was struck again with the sound 
of the instrument, and the same voice, which sung 
the following verses. 

* Ay do mi ! un ano Teliee 
Parece ud soph) li^ero ; 
Fero fin dicba un iDSleate 
Es un slglo de tonnento. 

My sorrow was increased by this couplet, which 
seemed to have been made on purpose for me. I 
have bnt too well experienced the truth of these 
words (said i ;} methinka the season of my pros- 
perity passed away very soon, and that I have been 
already a whole age in prison. I relapsed into a 
terrible reverie, and began again to deplore my ' 
fate, as if 1 had taken pleasure in the task. My 
lamentations, however, ended with the night ; and 
the first rays of the sun, with which my chamber 
was enlightened, a little calmed my disquiet. 1 
got up to air ray room, by opening the window, and 
'surveyed the country, of which I remembered Mr. 
Keeper had given such a fine description. But 1 
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cwM fibd nothing to jnstify what he had said ; Ae 
Erema, wkich I impgioed was at least equal to the 
Tagus, appeared to be no more that a rivHieT, itf 
flowery banks were bededied with the nettle and 
thistle only, and ibe pretended delightful valley 
presented ootJuDg to my view, but lands for the 
laost pait barrcD and vncskivated. Probably, .1 
was iMM y«t arrived at that Bw«et nidancholy, 
which made diings ajqieor irtberwiee ibaa I beheld 
ibem at diat time. 

1 began ta put im my dotbes, and was already 
l»]f dfessed, when Tiwdesillas came in, ft^lowed 
by ao old woauan servant who brought shirts and 
towels for my lue. " Signior GH Bias {said be) 
here is linen : don't be frugal of it ; (or I shall take 
care to let you have as much as yon can use. WeOi 
(added he,) how did you pass the night ? were your 
sorrows suspended for a few moments by sleep ?" 
" I should have slept, perhaps, till now (answered 
I) had I noi been awaked by a voice, accompanied 
by a guitar." "The cavalier who has disturbed 
your repose (said he) is a state prisoner, whose 
chamber is contiguous to yours. He is a knight 
of Ae military order of Calatrava, and has a very 
amiable character: his Ban>e is Don Gaston de Co- 
goiius. You may, if you please, visit and eat witli 
one anutber. You will find a mutual consolation 
in each other's acquaintance, which will be very 
agreeable to both." 

I assured Don Andrea, that I was extremely 
sensible of bis kindnew in permitting me to unite 
my grief with that of tbe cavalier ; and as I ex- 
pressed some impatience to be acquainted with that 
companion in misfortune, our obliging keeper |ho- 
cured me the pleasure that very day ; and earned 
me to dinn«- with Don Gaston, who surprised me 
with his beauty and fine shape. Tou may judge 
what he must be, to make such a strong impression 
upon eyes accustomed to behold the most shining 
yeudi at courL Imagine to yourself a man made 
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for love, one of those heroes of .romance, who, by 
shewing themselves only, could rob princesses of 
their rest. Add to this that nature, which usually 
deals oat her gifts sparingly, had endued CogoUos 
with a great deal w understandaag and valour ; so 
ihat he km a'perlect cavalier. 

If 1 was charmed by this knight, 1 had also the 
good fortune to be agreeable to him. He no msie 
sung in ibe night for fear of incoounoding mc, not- 
withstanding my intreattes that he would not con- 
strain himself OS my accouat. \o intimacy is sood 
contracted between two persons oppressed biy mis- 
fonun«. A temder friendship was the immediate coo?- ' 
sequence of our.acquaintance, and became stronger 
and stTongev erwy day. The liberty we enjpyed 
of conversing tsgether when we pleased, was very 
usefol to as both; sioce by our discourse we aided 
one another, rec^)rocaIIy, to bear our misfortnaea 
with pa^ean. 

One afiemooH entering his Toom, just as he wa< 
going Uy play on his guitar, thM 1 might hear him 
the more cenvcniefrtly, I sat dowa oa a stool, 
which wafr alt the seat be had; and he, placing himi- 
self on his bed's feet, played a very moving air; 
. and sung words to it, n^ieb ezpi>e»ed the despair 
to which the cnielty of a lady reduced her' lovev. 
When be had done, I said to htm, witii a smile, • 
" Signiop Cni^M^ these are words which you was 
iiever obliged ta employ in your amours ; you ua 
too well qualified to find the women cruel." " Yon 
have too good an t^union of nue (he replied;) I 
composed, in my own behalf, the verses which yon 
bsve heard, to soften a heart which I believe harder 
than diamond, and move to eompossion a lady 
who treated me with extreme rigour. I must ea- 
tntain yon with that story, by wfaich yoo will also 
leam the cause of my mi^brbiae." 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Not mtiGh less than four years ago, 1 set out 
from Madrid for Coria, to visit Donna' Eleonora de 
Laxarilla, my aunt, one of the richest widows in 
OH Castile, whose^beir I am. I was no sooner 
arrived at her house, than love began to invade 
my repose. The windows of my apartment faced 
the lattices of a lady, who lived opposite to my 
aunt's house ; and I could easily perceive her, hy 
the assistance of the width of her grates, and the 
narrowness of the street. I did not neglect the 
opportunity; and found my neighbour so, hand- 
some, that I was enchanted at once, i expressed 
my passion so plainly, by my eyes, that she con)d 
not be mistaken. She perceived it accordingly; 
but was not at all disposed to pride herself in her 
observation, and still less to answer my coquetries. 

I made enquiries about this dangerous person, 
who captivated hearts- so suddenly; and learned 
that her name was Donna Helena ; that she was 
the only daughter of Don George de Galisteo, who 
possessed a rich manor a few leagues from Coria, 
that many matches had been in her offer; but her 
father rejected them ell, because he yeas resolved 
to give her ia marriage to his nephew Don Augus- 
tin de Olighera; who, in the mean time, had the 
privilege of seeing and conversing with his cousin 
every day. I was not discouraged by this piece of 
information : on the contrary, it inflamed my pas- 
sion ; and the proud pleasure of supplanting a be- 
loved Tival. excited me, perhaps even more than 
my love, to pursue my point I continued then to 
address Helena with the most passionate looks : I 
supplicated her maid Felicia in the same language, 
in order to implore her assistance. I' even talked 
on my fingers. But these gallantries were of nu 
use. I made as little impression on (he maid at 
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on her mistress : they seemed equally cruel and ' 
isaccessible, 

Since they refused to answer the language of my 
eyes, I had recourse to other ialerpreters ; and set 
people to work, to discover what acquaintance! 
Felicia had in town. They got notice that an old 
gentlewoman, called Theodora, was her best friend, 
and that they often visited one another. Over- 
joyed at this discovery, I went to Theodora ia 
person, and by presents engaged her iii my interests. 
She espoused my cause, promised to procure for 
me a private conversation with her friend, at her 
bouse, and kept her promise the ve^ next day. ' 
" 1 am no longer unhappy (said 1 to Felicia) since 
my misfortunes have excited your compassion. 
How much am I indebted to your friend, for having 
prevailed upon you to grant me the satisfaction 
of an interview !" " Signiur, (answered she,) Theo- 
dora can do any thing with me : she has engaged 
me in your behalf; and if it be in my power to 
make you hap[Ty, you shall soon enjoy your wish ; 
but with all my good will,'! don't know that I can 
give you much assistance : for, not to flatter you, 
you have never formed a more difficult enterprise. 
You are in love with a lady, who is prepossessed 
in favour of another .cavalier : and what sort of a 
lady ! one so full of pride and dissimulation, that 
if, by dint of perseverance and assiduity, you should 
succeed so far as to cost her some sighs, don't ima- 
gine that her pride will give you the pleasure of 
hearing ihem." " Ah ! my dear Felicia ! (cried I, 
in a transport of grief,) why do you describe the 
obstacles which I have to surniountl I am assas- 
sinated by your information ! deceive me rather 
than drive me to despair <"--So saying, 1 took oue 
of her hands, and pressing it to mine, put upon her 
finger a diamond worth three hundred pistoles, 
accompanied with such moving expressions, as 
brought the tears into her eyes. 

She was too much a^ted by my discourse, and 

Coo«;lc 



M ADVENTURES OP GiL BLA9. 

too well satisfied with my behaviour, to leave me 
a.togelfaer without consoUdon. She began to 
smooth the difficulties a little, saj'ing, " Signior, 
what I have represcoted ought not to deprive you 
of hope. Your rival it is true, is not hated ; he is 
at liberty to come and vi^t his cousin, and talk to 
her whenever be pleases ; and tiiis is a circumstance 
favourable for you. Their being accustomed to see 
one another every day, renders their couversatioa 
a little languid : , they seem to part without pain, 
and meet again without pleasure : one would think 
tbey were already married. In a word, 1 don't per- - 
ceive that my mistress has a violent passion lor 
Don Augufitin : besides, as to personal qualifica- 
tions, diere is a difierence between you and him 
that must turn to vour account, in the eyes of such 
a delicate yoong lady as Donna Helena. Be not 
discouraged, therefore ; continue your gallantry, 
wliich I will secqnd ; and I will not let slip oiie 
opportunity of making every thing you do to please 
her tend to your advantage with my mistress. Id 
vain shall she attempt to disguise'her sentiments 
I will soon discover them, in spite of her dissimo- 
lation." 

After diis conversation, Felicia and I parted, 
very well saUsfied with one another. 1 prepared, 
anew to ogle Don George's daughter, whom I 
treated with a serenade, in which the verses you 
have heard were sung by a fine voice, which I had 
provided for the purpose. After the concert, the 
maid, in order to sound her mistress, asked how 
she had been entertained ? " The voice (said Donna 
Helena) gave me pleasure." " And were not the 
words which were smig very moving ?" (replied the 
maid.) "I paid no attention to tliem, (said the 
Ikdy;) I listened to the tune only ; 1 took no notice 
of die verses, neither do I desire to know who gave 
the serenade." " If that be the case, (cried the 
waiting;'Womaii) poor Don Gaston de Cogollos is 
far out in bis reckoning, aud not very wise inspend- 
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H^ b'w tikoe ID looking at our latticeg." " Perhapi 
il may not be he, (said the mistress, coldly) bu* 
some otner cavalier, who has declared his passioo 
for me by this concert" " Pardon me, tnadam, 
(replied Felicia) it is do other but Doa Gaston ; by 
this token, that he accosted me this ntoroing ir> 
the street, and begged me to tell you, tbat he 
adores you, in spite of the rigour with which yov 
refMiy his love ; and thai, in short, be would think 
himself the happiest of mankind, if you would allow 
him to manifest his passion in the usual course <d 
gallantry. This discbiir^ (added she) sufficiently 
proves that I am not mistaken." 

Dop George's daaghter changed countenance all 
of a sudden, and darting a severe look at her maid : 
" Tou might have dispensed (said she) with repeat- 
ing tb*t impertinent conversation to me. Let me 
have no such reports for the future if you please : 
and if that rash youth sbaU have the presumption 
to speak to you again, tell him to make his ad- 
dresses to one wbu will regard his gallantry more 
than I do, and to chuse a more honourable pastime 
than that of being all day Itmg at his windows, to 
observe what 1 do !□ my apartment." 

All this was faithfully reported to me, in a se- 
cond interview with Fehcia, who pretending thai 
I must not take the words of her mistress in a 
literal sense, would have persuaded me that the 
affair went on swimmingly. But I, who was igno- 
rant of finesse, and did not believe that tlie text 
could be explained in my favour, distrusted the 
commentary she made. She laughed at my diffi- 
dence, called for paper and ink, and said : " Signiur 
Knight, write immailiately to Donna Helena in the 
style of a desponding lover. Paint your sufferings 
in the most passionate colours, and, in particular, 
complain of her prohibiting you to appear at your 
windows. Promise to obey her, but at the same 
time assure her, tiiat it will cost you your life. 
- Put this into such expressions as you gentleiRen 
eg Voi^ III. 
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are so well skilled in, and leave the rest to me. I 
hope tbe event will do more honour to my pene 
tralion than you imagine." 

Had I neglected this, I should Have been the 
first lover who did not take the advantage of such 
an opportunity to write to his mistress. I com- 
posed a moatpathetic letter, and before I sealed it, 
showed it to Felicia, who, having read it, said, with 
a smile, " that if women have the art of captivating 
ihe men, these last, in return, know very well how 
to cajole the women." The waiting-maid took my 
letter, then laying strong injunctions on me to keep 
my windows shut for a few days, returned to the 
hous^ of Don George. 

"Madam, (said she to Donna Helena, when she 
went home,) I met Don Gaston, who did not fail 
to make up to me, and endeavoured to soothe me 
with flattering expressions. He asked with a falter- 
ing voice, like a criminal who expects his sentence, 
if I "had delivered his message to you. Then I, 
isithful and ready to execute your orders, cut him 
short with a vengeance; inveighed against him, 
loaded him with reproaches, and left him in the 
street confounded at my petulance." " I am over- 
joyed (replied Donna Helena) that you have rid me 
of that importunate young fellow j but there was 
DO occasion to speak rudely to him. A young wo- 
man ought always to be gentle in her behaviour.'* 
"Madam, (said the maid,) a passionate lover is not 
to be banished by words pronounced with a gentle 
air. Nay, this is seldom accomplished by indigna- 
tion and rage. Don Gaston, for example, was not 
repulsed. After having loaded him with reproaches 
(as I have said) I went to the house of your 
relation, whither you sent me ; and that lady un- 
fortunately detained me too long : 1 say too long, 
because, on my return, I found my man again, 
whom, I assure you, I did not expect to see. I 
was so much disturbed at sight of him, that my 
tongue, which never failed me before, could not 
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farnifh me with one syllable. In the mean time, 
iffhat does he? . He slipt a pap«r into my hand, 
which I kept, without knowing what I did, and 
then disappeared in an instant." ' 

So saying, she pulled my letter out of her bosom, 
and gave it, by way of joke, to her mistress, who, tak- 
ing it as for diversion, read itover, and then affected 
reserve. " Truly, Felicia, (said she, with a serions 
air,) you are a fool and a mad creature to receive 
this billet. What will Don Gaston think of it? and 
what must I believe? Yonr conduct ghes me cause 
to distrust your fidelity; and may make him sus- 
pect that I am pleased with his passion. Alas I 
perhaps he imagines, at this instanj. that I peruse 
with pleasure the characters whicn he has wrote. 
You see to what shame you have exposed my 

Eride." " O ! not at all, madam, (replied th« maid,) 
e can entertain no such thoughts : and suppose he 
did, he shall not preserve them long. I will tell 
him, when I next see him, that 1 have shown big 
letter to you j that you looked at it with indi^r- 
ence ; and, in short, without reading it, tore it with 
the most mortifying contempt." 

" Tou may safely swear that I have not read it 
(say Donna Helena.) 1 should be at a loss, if 
obliged, to repeat two single words of it." Don 
George's daoghter was not contented with talking 
■n this manner ; she tore my billet, and forbid her 
woman to talk to me for the future. 

As I promised to play the gallant do more at my 
windows, since the sight of me gave offence, I kept 
them shut several days, to render my obedience - 
more affecting; but to supply those looks of which - 
[ was abridged, I prepared new serenades for my 
crnel Helen. One night I repaired under her bal- 
cony whh musicians, and the guitars were already 
struck up, when a cavalier came sword in band, 
and disturbed the concert, laying about him at a 
furious rate among the performers, who immediate' 
ly betook themselves to flighL The rage which 
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•ninMted that bold intruder awaked mine : I ad 
vanced to punish hitn, and an obstinate comba/ 
began. Donna Helena and her attendant hearing 
the qoise of swords, loolted through the lattice, 
and seeing two men engaged, waked Don George 
and bis valets with their cries : these, as well as 
several people in the neighbniirhood, came running 
to part the combatants, but the; arrived too late, 
and found nobody on the field of battle but a ca- 
valier, almost without life, weltering in his own 
• blood; and I v^as soon known to be that unfortunate ■ 
person. I was carried to the house of ray aunt, 
whither the roost expert surgeons in town were 
called to my assistance. Every body pitied my 
fate, and Donna Helena in particular, who then 
discovered the bottom of her soul. Her dissimu-- 
lation gave way to her sentiment, and she was no 
longer that disdainful creature who piqued herselt 
upon appearing insensible to my passion. She was 
now a tender lover, that abandoned herself to sor- 
row without reserve. She spent the rest of the 
night in mourning with her maid, and in cursing 
her cousin Don Augustln de Olighera, who they 
concluded must have been the author of their 
tears ; as ijf efiect it was he who had so disagree- 
ably interrupted the serenade. Being as greS a 
dissembler as his cousin, he had perceived my in- 
tentions, without seeming to take any notice ot 
them ; and imagining that she favoured my flame, 
bad committed this actiong'to show diat he was 
not quite so passive as she believed him to be. 
Nevertheless, this melancholy accident was soon 
forgotten, by reason of the joy that* followed it. 
Though I was dangerously wounded, the skill of 
the surgeons saved my life; but I still kept my 
chamber, when my aunt Donna Eleonora went to 
Don George, and demanded his daughter for me 
in marriage. The father consented to this the more 
willingly, because he at that time looked upon Dbg 
Augusdn as a man whom perhaps he should never 
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•ee again. Tbe good old gentleman wu afraid 
that his daughter would not bestow herself on me 
without reluctance, because her cousin Oligliera 
bad enjoyed the liberty of visiting her when be 
would, and of acquiring her afi*ection at leisure; 
but she seemed so »e11 disposed to obey her fathn- 
fn this affair, that we may conclude it is an advan- 
tage among the ladies to be a new comer in SpaiO} 
as well as elsewhere. 

As soon as I could have a private conversation 
with Felicia, 1 understood how much afflicted her 
mistress had been at ttie bad success of my duel ; 
so that having no longer any reason to doubt that 
I was tlie Paris of this Helen, I blessed my wound, 
since it turned «ut so propitious to my love, and 
obtained of Signior Don George the permission of 
speaking to his daughter, in presence of her maid, 
what a delightful conversation this was ! I in- 
treated, I pressed the lady in such a manner, to 
tell me if her father, in yielding her to my tender- 
ness, had done any violence to her inclinatiou, that 
she owned I was not beholden to her obedience 
alone. ' At\er, this charming confession, my whole 
study was to please her, and contrive entertaio- 
ments, until the day of our nuptials, which were 
lb be celebrated by a magnificent cavalcade, ia 
which all the nobility of Coria and the ndghbour- 
hood intended to appear. 

I gave a grand entertdnment to Don George and 
his daughter, with all his relations and friends, at 
a sapurb country-house which my aunt had without 
the town, on the side of Manroi. Here a concert 
of vocal and instrumental music was prepared by 
my order, together with a company ol strollers to 
represent a comedy. In the middle of the feast, 
one came and whispered to me, that there was a 
man in the hall who wanted to speak with me I 
|t up from table to see who it was, and found a 
iger, who looked like a valet de chambre, antl 
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who presented to me a letter, which I opened, and 

read these words : 

" If you have a regard for your honour, as every 
knight of your order ought to have, you will' not 
fail to be to-morrow morning in the plain nTMan- 
roi, where you will find a cavalier ready to ^ve 
satisfaction for. the injury you received from him, 
and to pot you, if he can, out of condition to es- 
pouse Donna Helena. 

" Don Augustia de Olif^ra." 

XC love has great influence over the Spaniards, 
revenge has still more. I could not read this billet 
in tranquillity. The very name of Don Augustin 
kindled a fire in my veins, which had almost^made 
me forget the indispensible duty which I had that 
day to perform. I was tempted to steal away from 
the company, and go in search of my enemy on the 
instant I constrained myself, however, for fear 
of disturbing the feast, and said to the man who 
brought the letter, " Friend, tell the cavalier who 
sent you, that I am too desirous of re-engaging 
him, to fait of meeting him to-morrow morning be- 
fore sun-rise at the appointed jilace." 

Having sent away (he messenger, with this an- 
' swer, I rejoined my guests, and resnmed my place 
at table, where I composed my countenance so well, 
that nobody had the least suspicion of what passed 
within me. I appeared during the rest of the day 
as much entertained «s any of them with the plea- 
sures of the feast, which ended about midnight, 
when the assembly broke up, and every one return- 
ed to the town, in the same manner as he had come 
out. As for my part, I staid in the country-house, 
on pretence of taking the air nest morning; but 
the true reason was, that I might be the sooner at 
the rendezvous. Instead of going to bed, I waited 
wiih impatience for day, which as soon as I per- 
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caved, I mounted my best horse, and set out slooe, 
as if I intended to take a ride in the country. I 
advanced towards Manroi, and discoveredain the 
plain a man on horseback, coming towards me at 
Alt) speed; upon which I put spurs to my horse, to 
save him one half of the way. . We soon met, and 
I found it was my rival. " Knight, (said he in an 
indolent tone,) it is with regret that I come to 
blows with yon a second time ; but it is yoor own 
fault. After the adventure of the serenade, you 
ought to have- renounced Don George's daughter 
with a good grace; or at least have concluded, 
that you would not be so easily quit if you per- 
sisted in your addresses to her." "" You are too 
proud (answered I) of an advantage which perhaps 
you owed more to the darkness of the night than 
lo your superior skill. You don't consider that 
the success of these rencounters depends often on 
accident." *' It is never accidental with me, (said 
he with an arrogant air,}'and I will now shew you, 
that by day as well as night I know how to punish 
those audacious knights who interfere with me." 

I made no reply to this haughty speech, bat 
alighted instantly. Don Augustin did the same : 
we tied our horses to a tree, and began to fi^ii 
with equal yigour. I will frankly own, that I had 
to do with an enemy who pushed much better than 
I, although I had lieen two years at school. He 
was a complete fencer : I could not possibly have 
exposed my life to greater danger. Nevertheless, 
as it oAeu happens that the strongest is .vanquished 
by the weakest, my rival, in spite of all his skill, 
received a thrust that went through his heart, and 
fell stone dead in an instant. 

I returned immediately to the country-houae, 
where I informed ^ valet de chambre, whom I 
could trust, of what had happened, and said to 
him, "Dear Ramira, before justice can takecognt- 
xance of this event, take a good horse, and give 
my aunt notice of the adventure. Ask of her some 
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OKHiey «nd Jewels, sod. bring them to nfe at Pla- 
ceocta, where thou wilt find me in the first inn yoa 
■ come4o as you enter the city." 

Ramira acquitted himself of his commission with 
■ach diligence, that he arrived at Plaxencia three 
hours after me. He told me, that Ponna Eleonora 
wai more pleased than afflicted at the news of a 
duel that revenged the affront which 1 had received 
in the first; and that she had .sent me all her ready 
money and jewels, to enable me to ttavel agreeably 
in foreign countries, until she should get the affair 
accommodated. 

To pass over superfluous circumstances, I wHl 
only inform you, that I crossed New Castile to the 
kingdom of Valencia, in order to embark at Denia, 
from whence I took passage for Italy, where I put 
myself in a condition to visit different Countries, 
and appear itt a suitable character. 

While, &r from my Helen, I endeavoured as 
much as in me lay to beguile my love and sorrows, 
she mmimed my absence in secret at Coria. In- 
stead of approving of the prosecution that her fa- 
mily set on foot against me on account of Olighera's 
death, she wished that all enmity might cease, and 
my return be hastened by a speedy accommodation. 
Sii months had already elapsed since she had lost 
me, and 1 believe her constancy would have still 
triumphed over time, had she had nothing else bat 
time to combat: but she had still more powerful 
en«nies. I>oo Bias de Combados, a gentteman 
from the western side of Galicia, came to Coria to 
take possession of a rich estate which had been in 
vain disputed by his cousin Don Minguel de Car- 
prara; and he settled in that country, finding it 
more agreeable than hb own. Combadbs was well 
made, had an agreeable polit^behaviour, and was 
one of the most insinuating men in this world; so 
that he soon became acquainted wtilLall the people 
of fashion in the town, and was no stranger to their 
private affairs. 
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It was. not long before he learned that Don 
George had a daughter, whose dangeroug beauty 
seemed to ioflame the men only for their niio. 
This piqued his curiosity : he longed to see SDch a 
formidable lady : for this purpose, he sought the 
frieadship of her father, and succeeded so w«H 
that the old man already looked upon him as his 
lOD-iD'law ; gave him admittance to his house, and 
the liberty of .speaking in bis presence to Donna 
Helena. The Galician soon fejl in love with hen. 
That was inevitable. He opened his heart to Dos 
George, who consented to his proposal ; but told 
hira, that, resolving not to constrain tus daughter, 
he left her mistress of her own hand. Upon this, 
Don Bias put in practice all the gallantries which 
he could devise to please the lady,' who seemed 
insensible to them aU, so much was her heart eii>- 
grossed by me. Felicia however wasin the intermt 
of the cavalier, who engaged her by presents t0 
espouse his cause. She therefor^ employed all her 
address in behalf of his passion ; on the other hand, 
her father seconded the chambermaid by his re-^ 
monstrances : but nevertheless, all their efibrU, 
during a whole year, could only torment Donna 
Helena, without shaking her constancy in the least, 
Combados seeing that Do'n George and Felicia 
interested themselves for him in vain, proposed an 
expedient to overcome the obstinacy of a lover so 
prepossessed as she was. "This (said he) is what 
I have contrived : we will suppose that a merchant 
of Coria has received a letter from an Italiaa, 
factor, in which, after a detail of things concerning 
commerce, are the following words — 

— "A Spanish cavalier, whose name is DoQ' 
Gaston de Cogollos, has lately arrived at the court 
of Parma. He caHs himself nephew and sole heil. 
of a rich widow who lives at Coria, under the nam« 
of Donna Eleonora de LaxarlllB. He has demand- 
ed the daughter of a powerful nobleman in roai^ 
Vol.. III. 5 
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riage, but will not succeed until the truth is known. 
I am desired to apply to you for this purpose : pray 
, let me know then if you are acquainted with this 
Don Gaston, and in what the riches of his sunt 
coDUSt ; for your answer will decide tlie marriage. 
" Parma, &ic." 

Tae old man looked upon this trick as a piece o( 
wit or stratagem pardonable in love ; and the wait- 
ing woman, still less scrupulous than her master, 
approved of it very much. The invention seemed 
to them the more ingenious, as they knew Helena 
to be a proud girl, capable of taking an instanta- 
neous resolution, provided she should have no sus- 
picion of (he cheat. Don George undertook to 
inform her of my change ; "hud, to make the. thing 
seem more natural, carried along with him the 
merchant who had received the pretended letter 
trom Parma. The scheme was executed according' 
ty. The &ther. in an affected passion of rage and 
\pxation, said to Helena, "Daughter, I will nc 
longer''ob serve to you, that my relations daily re- 
quest that I will uot admit the murderer of Don 
Augustin into my family. I have a stronger reason 
to give you to-day, in order to detach you from 
Don Gaston. You ought to he ashamed of your 
&delity to him : he is a fickle perfidious wretch. 
Here is a certain proof ot his infidelity. Read this 
Iptter, which a merchant of Coria has received from 
Italy." Helena, trembling, took the fictitious letter, 
read it over, considered every expression, and was 
thunder-struck at the news of my inconstancy. A 
sentiment of tenderness made hep shed some tears : 
but soon recalling all her pride, she dried them up, 
aiid said to her father in a resolute tone, " Signior, 
you hJ^ve been witness of my weakness, bear >vit- 
ness also of the victory I gain over myself. It is 
doie. I now despise Don Gaston, and look upon 
him as the lowest of mankind. But let us talk no 
more about him. Come, I am ready to follow Don 
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Bias to tlie altar ; let my marriage precede that of 
the perfidious man who has so ill repaid my love." 
Don George, transported with joy at these words, 
embraced his daughter, applauded her vigorous 
resolution, and, glad of the happy success of his 
stratagem, made haste to complete the wishes of 
^y rival. 

Donna Helena was thus ravished from roe. She 
yielded herself suddenly to Combados, without 
listening to love, which at the hottora of her heart 
spoke in my behalf, or even doubting a moment of 
a piece of news which might have heen suspected 
in a lover of less credulity. The haughty maid 
listened to nothing but her pride, and the resent- 
ment of the injury which she thought her beauty 
had received prevailed over the interest of her 
tenderness. A few days after her marriage, iiow 
ever, she felt some remorse for having heen so pre- 
cipitate. She reflected that the merchant's letter 
might have been feigned, and that suspicion gave 
her some uneasiness ; but t)ie amorous Don Bias 
gave his wife no time to cherish thoughts prejudi- 
cial to her repose. His sole study was to amuse 
her; and in this he succeeded by a continual suc- 
cession of various pleasures, which be had art 
enough to invent. 

She seemed very well satisfied with such a gal- 
lant husband, and they lived together in perfect 
harmony, when my aunt accommodated my afiair 
with the reiadons of Don Augustin ; and wrote 
immediately to Italy, to advertise me of her suc- 
cess. Being then at Reggio, in' the farthermost 
part of Calabria, I went 'over into Sicily, from 
thence to Spain, and at length repaired to Coria on 
the wings of love. Donna Eleonora, who had not 
in her letter mentioned the marriage of Don 
Georfre's daughter, informed me of it on my 
arrival ; and observing that I was aiBicted at the 
new^, "You are in the wrong, nephew, (said she,) 
to I'C so much grieved at the loss of an unfaithful 
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woman. Take my advice, end banish (rom yoia 
memory a persoo HawoftUy of possestiog a place 
in it." , 

As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit which faaj 
been pcac^sed on Doana Helena, she was ut the 
right to talk in this manner, ant] could not have 

f'ven me a more prudent advice; which therefore 
promised to follow, or at least to affi;ct an alt Oi 
indiflerence, . if I should find myself incapable ol 
vaB(}iH«bing my 'passion. I could not, however, 
resist say. curiosity to know how this marriage had 
beea made ;. and lo be informi^d of all the parti- 
culars, 1 resolved to apply to FeUcia's friend Datm 
Theodora, whom 1 have mestioned before. I went 
to her bouse, and there by accident found Felicia, 
who, expectJug nothing less than to see me, was 
confoundbd, aod eudeavoured lo go away, that she 
might avoid an explanation which she concluded I 
would demand. I stopt her, saying, " Why do you ' 
fly me.'' U not the perjured Helena sausijed with 
liaving made a sacrifice of my happiness? has she 
forbid j'OH to hear my complatoU ? or do you only 
want to escape me, that you may make a merit 
widi the ungrateful woman, of having refused mc 
tbe hearing ?" 

"Sigiiior, (answered tbe wai ling-woman,) I 
fteely own myself conlbunded at your presence. 1 
cannot behold you again, without feeling my heart 
torn with remorse. My mii^tres^ has been deceived, 
and 1 have been an unfortunate ucLomplice in 
seducing her." — " O heaven ! (cried I,) have you , 
tbe presumption to tell me so ? Explain yonrselt 
immediately." Then she gave me an account of 
the stratagem which Combados iiad practised to 
rob me of Donna Heletia ; and perceiving that her 
detail pierced me to the very soul, strove to give 
me some consolation : she offered me bet good 
offices with her mistress, promised to disabuse 
her, to paint my despair ; in a word, to spare 
noiliing to soften the rigour of my destiny : in fine. 
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the gave me hopes that anoaged my >Drn>m ■ 
Sttle. 

I pass over the infinite contradictions she nndeiv 
went, Iwfere she could prevail npon Donna Helena 
to see me. Tliis, however, afae accompRshed ; aod 
it was concerted between them, that I ahould b« 
privately admitted into the house of Don Bias, tht 
first time he should go to an estate, where be 
usually spent a day or two in hunting. The design 
was Eoon put in execution : the hnshand set ont &# 
the country ; I was iaformed of the occasion, and 
one night introduced into his wife's apartmmt. 

I would have begun the conversation with re^ 
pronches ; bnt my mouth w»b stopped. " It is id 
vain to recall what is past, (laid the lady;} the 
business here is not a fond recoDcitiation; and 
you are mistaken if you t>elieve tne disposed to 
latter yonr inclination. I declare to you, Don 
Gaston, that my own motive for giving my con- 
sent to tliis private interview, In consequence of 
the pressing instances which have been made, is to 
tell you from my own mouth, that henceforth yoa 
must study to forget me altogether. Perhaps I 
might have been better sadsfied with my &te, had 
it been joined to yonr's; but since heaven bath 
ordained it otherwise, I cheerfully Bubmit to its 
decrees." 

" How, madam ! (answered I,) is it not enough 
that I have lost you, and see th^ happy Don Blaa 
in quiet possession of the only person I am capable 
of loving ! must I also banish you from my 
thoughts ! You would deprive me of my love, and' 
rob me of the only blessing that now remains. 
Ah, cruel woman ! do yon think it possible for any 
man whom you have once charmed to retrieve hit 
heart ? Know yourself better, and cease exhorting 
me in vain to chase your idea from my remeni 
brance." — " Well then, (she replied with precipita 
tion,) do you also cease to hope diat I will favoar 
four love with any return. 1 have but one word 
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to say : the wife of Don Bias shall never be the 
lover of DoD Gaston. Take yotir measures ac- 
cordingl_y ; fly from this place ; and let iis put a' 
gpeedy end to a conversation, with which I up- 
braid myself, in spite of the purity of my inteo 
tioDs; and which, I shall think myself guilty in 
prolonging." 

At these words, which deprived me of the least 
glimpse of hope, I fell at her feet : I addressed 
her in the most pathetic manner ; I even employed 
tears to melt ber : but all this served only to excite, 
perhaps, some sentiments of pily, which she was 
carefiil of concealii^, and which were sacriUced to 
her duly. After haviug to no purpose exhausted 
all my moving expressions, by prayers and tears, 
my tniderriess changed of a sudden into rage. I 
unsheathed my swnrd, to slab myself before the 
eyes of the inexorable Helena ; who no sooner 
perceived my intention, than she thrc;tr herself 
upon me, to prevent the consequence, " Hold, 
CogoUos, (said she,) is it thus you consult my 
reputation ? In depriving yourself of life, you are 
going to load me with dishonour, and make my 
husband pass for an assassin." 

I was so possessed with despair, that, far from 
yielding to these words the attention which they 
deserved, my whole endeavour was to baSle the 
eflbrts of the mistress and her maid, to save me 
from my awn fatal design ; and without doubt I 
should have succeeded but too soon, If Don Bias, 
who, having been apprised of our interview, instead 
of going to the country, had concealed himself 
behind the tapestry, to overhear our conversation, 
had not come and joined us with all expedition. 
" Don Gaston, (cried he, holding my arms,) recall 
your scattered reason ; and do not basely yield to 
the fury that transports you." 

" Is it your business (said I, interrupting Don 
Bias,) to dissuade me from my design ? You ought 
rather, with your owb hand, to plunge a poniard in 
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to my bosom. Ton are i&jared by my passion, un- 
fortunate as it is. Is it not enough that you sur- 
prise me at night, in your wife's apartment.^ is 
there more required to rouse your revenge ? Stab 
me at once, and rid yourself of a man Who cannot 
cease adoring Donna Helena, until he ceases to 
Kve." — " In vain (anawerea Don Bias) you endea- 
vour to interest my honour so far as to give you 
death : yoii are sufficiently punished by your rash- 
ness : and I am so well pleased wilb the virtuous 
sentiments of my wife, that I pardon the occasion 
which she took to show them. Take my advice, 
Cogollos, (added he ;} do not despair like a weak 
lover, but submit to necessity with courage." 

The prudent Galician, by such discourse, calmed 
my rage a little, and waked my virtue: I retired 
Ivith a design of removing far from Helena, and tlie 
place that she inhabited ; and in two days returned 
to Madrid, where resolving to employ myself 
wholly in making my fortune, I appeared at court, 
and there began to make friends; but was so un-~ 
lucky as to attach myself in particular to the 
Marquis of Villareal, a Portuguese nobleman, who, , 
being suspected of a design to deliver Portugal 
"■ from thtf dominion of Spain, was imprisoned in the 
castle of Alicant, where be now remains. As the 
Duke of Licrma knew that an intimacy subsisted 
oetween that nobleman and me, he caused me to 
ne arrested also, and conducted to this place: 
hat minister believes that I am capable of beiug 
an accomplice in such a scheme ; and he could not 
nave committed a greater outrage upon a npble 
Castilian. 

Here Don Gaston left off speaking ; and I, to 
console hira, said, " Signior Cavalier, your honour 
can receive no stain from this disgrace, which will, 
doubtless, in the end, turn to your advanlage. 
When the Duke of Lerma shall -be convinced of 
your innocence, he will certainly bestow upon you 
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a considerable employment, in order to re-establish 

the reputation of a gentleman unjustly accused of 



CHAPTER Vn. 



OnB conversation was inierropted by Torde- 
■illas, who, coming into the chamber, addressed 
himself to me in these terms : " Signitn- Gil Bias, I 
have been speaking to a young mnn who presented 
himself at the prison gate, and asked if you was 
not in confinement here. When I refused to satisfy 
his curiosity, he seemed very much mortified. 
' Noble captain, (said he, with tears in his ej'es,! 
don't reject the hnmble request I make, to know ff 
Signior de Santillane is in this place. I am his 
chief domestic, and you will do a charitable action 
in allowing me to see him. Yon are looked upon 
in Segovia as a gentleman of great humanity ; and 
I hope you will not refuse me the favour of con- 
versing a moment with my dear master, wlio is not 
go guilty as unfortunate.* In short, (continued 
Don Andrea) the young man expressed such a 
desire of seeing you, that I have promised to give 
him that satisfaction at night." 

I assured Tordesillas, that he could not do me a 
greater pleasure than to admit a young man, who 
probably had something to communicate which it 
imported me very much to know, I waited with 
impatience for the moment that ^as to ofier my 
faithful Scipio to my eyes ; for I did not doubt that 
It was he ; and I was not mistaken. He was in- 
troduced into the tower in the evening; and his 
joy, which mine alone could equal, broke forth in 
Mtraordinary transports whet) he saw me. For 
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my part, I was so miicli overjoyed at sight of him. 
that T held out my arms, and he hugged me in liis. 
without ceremony: the distiuction between master 
and secretary was lost in this embrace; so glad 
were they to see one another. 

.When we were a little disengaged, I interrogated 
Scipio about the condition in which lie >ieft my 
house. " You have no house, (he replied ;) and 
to spare you the trouble of asking unnecessary 
qneslions, I will tell you, in two words, what 
passed at home. Your effects were pillaged, as 
well by the soldiers as by your own servants, who, 
looking upon you as a lost man, paid themselves 
their own wages with what they could carry off. 
Luckily for you, I had the address to save from 
their talons two large bags of double pistoles, 
\<^ch I took out of your strong box, and secured, 
by patting them into the custody of Salero, wtio 
wiJ! re-deliver them as soon as you shall be released 
from this tower, where I believe you will not be 
long boarded at his majesty's expence; because 
you was apprehended' with6*t the knowledge of 
tbe Duke of Lerma." 

1 asked how he came to know that his excel- 
lency had no hand in my misfortune. " O ! as for 
that, (said he,) I look care to be well informed : a 
friend of mine, who enjoys the confidence of the 
^ Duke d'tJseda, told' me all the paroculars ofyout 
imprisonment. ' Calderona (said he) having dis- 
covered, by the officiousnesa of a valet, that Sig- 
niora Sirena, under another name, received the 
Prince of Spain in the night-time ; and that this 
intrigue was conducted by the Count de Lemos, 
with tlie assistance of Siguier de Santiilane, re- 
solved to be revenged upon them as well as upon 
bis mi^^ss. With AH view, he went privateljj^ to 
the Duke d'Uieda, and discovered the whole affair. 
The Duke, ravished at having in his hand such an 
opportunity of ruining his enemy, did not fail to 
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use It : he informed the King of what he had 
lieard, and represented to him with great zeal the 
perils to which the Prince had been exposed. This 
piece of news roused the indignation of his majesty, 
who immediately ordered Sirena to be shut up in 
the house of correction, banished the Count de 
I>emo5, and condemned Gil Bias to perpetual im- 

JirisonmeDt* This (added Scipio) is what my 
riend told me ; by which you see that your mii- 
fortiide is the worK,of the Duke d'Uzeda, or rather 
of Calderona." 

From this information, I imagined that my affairs 
might be retrieved in time; that the Duke of 
Lerma, piqued at his nephew's exile, would exert 
himself to have that nobleman recalled to court ; 
and I flattered myself, that I should not be for- 
gotten by his excellency. What a fine thing hope 
is ! It consoled me all of a sudden for the loss Vf 
.my effects, which bad been stolen ; and made me 
ab merry as if I had cause to be so. Far from 
regarding my prison as an unhappy abode, where I 
should perhaps end my days, it appeared rather as- 
the means that fortAie bad used to raise me to 
some great post; for I reasoned with myself in this 
manner : The partizans for the prime- minister are 
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Jerome of Florence, 
and, in particular, Brother Lewis d'Aliaga, who 
owes to his interest the place he at present 
possesses at court With the assistance of these 
powerful friends, his excellency will demolish all 
his foes; or perhaps the state will soon alter its 
appearance : his majesty is very sickly ; and as 
soon as be shall be no jnore, the Prince his son will 
begin bis reign by recalling the Count de Lemos, 
who will immediately release me fro^ this place, 
and present me to the new nHHiarch, who will load 
nie with favours. Thus, already elevated with 
future pleasures, I scarce felt my present misfor- 
tune : but I believe the two bags of donblowia, 
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which ihy secretary told me he had deposited wilk 
the goldsmith, contributed, as much as this hope. 
lo the suddcD change of my disposition. 

I was too well satisfied wih the zaal and inte- 
grity of Scipio, tfo be silenj on that subject : I 
offered him the half of the money which be had 
preserved from the pillage ; but this he refused : 
*' I expect (said he) another mark of acknowledg-' 
ment." As much surprised at his discourse as at 
his refusal, I asked what I could do for \tito, 
"Don't let us part, (answered he.;) allow me-to 
attach my fortune to your's : [ have a friendship 
for you which I never felt for any other master." 
" Arid I can assure thee, child, (said I,) there if 
no love lost ; the vety first moment thou earnest - , 
to offer thy service, I was pleased with thy ap-' 
pearance : we must have been born under the 
Balance or Gemini, which are said to be the two 
constellations that imite the friendship of men. I . 
willingly accept the society thou hast proposed; 
and will begin it, by intreating the keeper to shut 
thee up with me in this tower," — "Nothing can 
give me moi%. pleasure, (cried he :) you anUcipate ■ 
my desire. I was just going to conjure you to ask. 
that favour of him : your company is dearer to me 
than liberty Itself: I will only sometimes go to 
Madrid on the scout, and see if some change may 
not have happened at court which can be favourat^e > 
to yon : so that in gie you will enjoy at once a 
confident, courier, and spy." 

These advantages were loo considerable to be 
rgected : I therefore kept along with me a person 
so useful, with the permission of the obliging 
keeper, who coiild not refuse me such an agrceabu 
consolation. 
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Ir it be usNally obsei^^d, that we linve na 
greater eneoriet than our dometttcs, itinust like- 
wise be owned, that when they happen tty be faith- 
ful and affectionate, they are our best friends 
After the ceal tbat Scipid had mahiftsted, t could 
BOt look upon bitt) but as another self. There was 
therefore, no more gubordinatton betweeh Gil Blai 
and his secretary ; no more ceremony ; they lodged 
together in the same foom, using the same table 
and bed. 

' There was a great deal of gatetyln Seipio^s con- 
versation } be Slight have been justly surnamect ' 
the guod-humoured lad ; besides, he had a cood 
head, and I.profited by his advice. " Friend, (said 
I to him one day,) methinks it wdold be nd bad 
scheme for me to Write to thfe Dnke of Lerma : this 
co»Id prodoce no had effect : what i^thy opinion 
of the matter?" "Yes; biit, (answered he.) the 
great are so diHerent from themselves, at diflerent ' 
times, that I don't know how your letter will be 
received : nevertheless, I am of opinion that 3'ou 
should write. In the mean time, although the mi- 
uisltr loves yos, yoa must not trust to his friead- 
; ship for being remembered -by him : these kind of 

Satrons easily forget those who are out of sight or 
earing." 

Although tiiis Was hot tod true, I replied, "I 
judge more favourably of ray patron, to whose 
Kipifaiess for me I mn no strsngqf' : 1 am persuaded 
that he pities my affliction, which ince^a'ntly pr&- 
sents itself to liis mind : he, probably, waits until 
. the King's wrath shall subside, before bb takes me 
out of prison." — " In good time ! (he resumed ;) 1 
wish your opinion of. his excellency may be right 
implore his assistance then by a very moving letter 
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which I will carry to him ; and I promise to deliver 
It into his own hand." 

I immediately called for paper and ink, and 
composed a morsel of eloquence, which Scipio 
thought very paihetic, and Tordesillas prefeAd 
even to the homilies of the archbishop of Grenada. 
I flattered myself that the Duke of Lerma would 
be moved with compassion, in reading the melan- 
choly account which I gave him of the miserablQ 
condition in which I was, and in that confi- 
dence dispatched my courier : who no sooner 
arrived at Madrid, than he went to the minister's 
house, and met a valet de chamhre of my ac- ' 
qnainlance, who procured for him an opportunity 
of speaking to the Duke. " My lord, (said Scf- 
pio, presenting to his excellency the packet with 
which he was intrusted,) one of your most faithfu. 
forvaDts, stretched upon straw, in a dismal dun- 
geon of the tower of Segovia, most humbly in- 
treats your grace to read this letter, which a 
turnkey, out of pity, gave him liberty and means 
to write." 'The minister opened and perused the 
letter : but although be beheld in it 9- picture 
capable of melung the most obdurate soul, far 
from seeming affected at my distress, he raised his 
voice, and, in the heariug of several persons* pre- 
sent, said to the courier, with a furious air ; 
" Friend, tell Santillane, that he has a great deal 
of assurance to address himself to me, after the 
oQwortby action he has committed, and for which 
tie is so justly chastised. He is* a wretch who 
must not depend upon my protection ; for I abandon 
him to the resentment of the King." 

Scipio, in spite of all his efirontery, was discon- 
certed at this discourse; but, notwithstanding his 
■ confusion, endeavoured to intercede for me. " My 
lord, (he resumed,) the poor prisoner will die of 
grief when he hears the answer of your excel- 
lency." The Duke made no reply to my mediator, 
but by a stem look, and turned his back upon him- 

L Cookie 



78 ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

- It was tbus the miaisier treated me, the better to. 
coDceal the part he had in the amorous tatrigue of 
tlie Prince of Spain i and this ought to be a warning ' 
to«dl little agents, whom nobleineo use'io tiieir 
secret and dangerous negociations. 

When my secretary returned to Segovia, and 
made me acquainted with the success of his cont- 
missioD, 1 was replunged into the dire abyss of 
despondency in which I found myself the first day 
of my imprisonment. I thought myself even still 
more unhappy, since I had now no , reason to 
expect the protection of the Duke of Lerma. My 
courage sunk apace, and, DOtwithstanding all that 

' they could say to raise it again, I became a prey to 
the most keen sorrow, which threw me, by degrees, 
into' a most violent fever. 

Mr. Keeper, who interested himself in my pre- 
servation, imagining that he could not do better 
than call physicians to my assistance, brought two 
to visit me, who, by their appearance, seemed 
tealous ministers of the goddess Libitina.* " Sig- 
nior Gil Bias (said he, presenting them to me,) 
here are two Hippocratesflff ome to see you ; they 
will set you afoot again in a little time." I was so 
much prejudiced against all manner of physicians, 
that t should have certainly given them a very bad 
reception, had I been in the least desirous of 
living; but at that time I felt myself so much tired 
of life, that I was glad Tordesillas had put me into 
their hands.. • 

" Signior Cavalier, (said one of these doctors to 
me,) in the first place, you must repose an entire 
confidence in our skill." — "I have a must perfect 
dependence on it, (answered I :) with your as- 
sistaLDce, I am very sure that, in a few days, I shall 
be cured of all my distempers." " Yes, (he replied,) 
with Gbd's help, you shall : at leabt, we will do 
our endeavour for that purpose." These gentle- 

* The goddess who presides over fauerals. 
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Men acQially behaved to a niiracje, und pat mc 
into such a good way, that I was visibly posting to 
the other world. Don Andrea, despairing of my 
r^overy, had already seot for a. FranciscBo friar, 
to prepare me for my end. The good father, having 
done his duty, had already retired ; aod I myself 
believing that my last hour approached, beckofled 
Scipio to the bed-side. " My dear friend, (said I 
to him, with a faint voice, so much was I enfeebled 
by the medicines I had taken, and the bleedings I 
had undergone,) I leave to thee one of the bags 
which are at Gabriel's house, and conjure thee to 
carry the other into the Asturias to -my father and 
mother, who must have great occasion for it, if 
they be still alive. But, alas ! I fear tbey could 
not bear up against my ingratitude : the report 
which, doubtless, Muscada made to them of my 
bard- hearted ness has, perhaps, occasioned their 
death. If heaven Irath preserved them, in spite of 
die indifference with which I requited their affec- 
tion, give them the bag of doubloons, and beg 
them, from me, to pardon my unnatural behaviour. 
If they are no more, I charge thee to employ the 
money in causing prayers to be put up for the re- 
ppse of their souls and min^." So saying, I 
stretched out my hand, which he bathed with his 
tears, without being able to answer one word ; so 
much was the poor young man aiSicted at the pros- 
pect of losing me. This proves that the tears 
of an heir are not always the tears of joy disguised. 
I lay thus, in expectation of my exit; but I was 
balked. My doctors, having abandoned rae, left 
tlie field free to nature. I was saved by their de- 
sertion. .The fever, which, according to their 
prognostic, was to carry rae off, quitted me imme- 
diately, as if it intended to give tlieni the lie. I 
recovered gradually ; and, by the greatest good luck 
n the world, a perfect tranquillity of mind was 
the fruit of my disease. 'I then had no need of 
consolation; I entertained for riches and honour 
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all the contempt which the opinion of approacbiag 
death had made me conceive: and now restored; 
as it were, to myself, blessed my misfortune. I 
thanked heaven for it, as for a particular favoar 
and firmly resolved never to return to court, eveo 
if the Duke of Lerma should recall me. I proposed 
rather, if ever I should be released, to purchase a 
cottage, and live in it like a philosopher. 

My confidant approved of my design, and told 
me, that, in order to hasten the execution of It, he 
intended to go and solicit my enlargement at 
Madrid. " There U a thing come into my head, "■ 
t (added he ;) 1 know a- person who can serve you. 
She is the favourite waiting-woman of the Prince's 
nurse, and a ^rl of understanding. I will make 
her apply to her mistress in your behalf; and will 
attempt every thing to gel you out of this tower, 
which is still a prison, notwithstanding the good 
treatment you receive in it." — ** Thou art in the 
right (answered I :) go, my friend, and begin this 
negociation without loss of time. Would to beaveo 
we were already in our retreat !" 



CHAPTER IX. 

Scipio set out once more for Madrid ; and I, iu 
expectation of his return, applied myself to read- 
ing, being furnished with more books than I wanted 
by Tordesillas, who borrowed them from an old 
commander that could not read, though he had a 
fine library, to maintain the appearance of a literati 
I loved, in particular, good works of morality, be- 
cause I found in them, every moment, passages 
that flattered my averaon for the court, and my 
inclination for soii'i'dc. . 

I. spent three weeks without hearing a syllable 
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(rf* my agmt, who at len^h returned, and ludd to 
me with a gay air, " This time, Signior de Santil- 
iHoe, I brin^ you good news. Madam the ourse id- 
tfreslE herself in your behalf. -Her maid, at my 
intreaty, in consideration of a hundred pistoles that 
I have conflgned to her, has been so generous as to 
ragage her to beg youi^ release of the Prince of 
Spain; and that prince, who as I have already 
obcerved, can refuse her nothing, has promised (o 
mk it of the King bis father. I &a>.come hhher id 
a harry to apprize yon of it, and shall return 
immediately to put the finishing stroke to the 
work." So saying, he left me, and went back to 
coort 

His third trip was not of long duration. Id 
eight days my man returneil, and told me, that the 
Prince had, not without difficulty, obtained my 
release. This piece of information was confirmed 
the same day by Mr. Keeper, who embraced me, 
saying, " My dear Gil Bias, Ihaok. heaves, you are 
free ! the gates of this prison are open to you } bat 
upon two conditions, which, perhaps, will give you 
a great deal of pain, and which I am obliged to in- 
form you of; though not without regret. His 
majesty forbids you to appear at court, and orders 
you to quit the kingdom of Castile in a mo»th. I 
am very much mordfied that you are prohibited 
from going to court." — " And I am overjoyed at it, 
■ (I replied ;} God knows what my opinion of it is. I 
expected but mie favour from the Kittg, aud I have 
recuved two." 

Briiig assured that I was no longer a prisoner, I 
hhrd two mules, which my confidant auty mounted 
nc^t day, after having bid adieu to Cogollos, and 
returned a thousand thanks to Tordesillas for alt 
the marks of friendship I had received at his hands. 
We set out merrily for Madrid, to retrieve, from the 
fauidg of Signior Gabriel, our two bags, in each ot 
which were five hundred doubloons. My associate 
udd to me by the way, " If we are not rich enough 
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to bay a magnificent estate, we can, at least, pnr- ' 
chase a commodious one." — " So we had a little 
hut, (answered T,) I should be satisfied with my 
condition : for, though I ana scarce in the middle 
of my career, I feel myself quite detached rrom 
the world) and iotend, for the future, to live for 

' myself only. Hesides, I omust tell thee, I have 
formed an enchanting idea of a country life, the 
pleasures of which I enjoy by anticipation. Me- 
thinks I already behold the enamelled meads, hear 
the nighlinffales sing, and the brooks murmur. 
Sometimes f divert myself in hunting,^nd some- 
times in fishing. Imagine to thyself, my friend, all 
the difierent pleasures that await us in solitude, 
and thou wilt be as much charmed with it as I am. , 
With regard to eating, (he most simple nourish- 
ment is the best. A morsel of bread may satisfy 
us when we are hungry, and the appetite with 
which we eat it will make us think it excellen 
food. The pleasure does not consist in the quality 
of exquisite dishes, but centers wh,olly in our- 
selves; and this is so true, that the most delicious 
of my meals are not those in which the greatest 
delicacy and abundance reign. Frugality is a 
source of delight, and wonderfully .conducive to 
health,* 

" By your leave, Sigiiior Gil Bias, (said my se- 
cretary, interrupting me,) I am not altogether of 

. your opinion, with regard to the pretended fru- 
gality you praise so much. Why should we live 
like Diogenes .'' If we indulge our appetites a little, 
we shall not find ourselves a bit the worse for it. 
Take my gdvice, and since w» have, thank God, 
wherewithal to render our retreat agreeable, let ua 
not make it the habitation of hunger and poverty. 
As soon as -we shall have got possession of our 
land, we must fprtify our house with good-wines, 
and all other provisions snitable to people of taste, 
who did not quit the commerce of mankind with a 
Tie* }f renouncing the conveniences of life ; but 
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rather to eqjoy tfaem with more tranqniflity. " That 
which a man has in his hoLise (^says Hesiod) never 
hurts him : whereas that which he has not, may. 
It 's better (adds the saine author) for a man to 
have all things necessary in his possession, than 
ID his wish only." 

"How the devil! Mr. Scipio^ (cried I,) came 
you to know the Greek poeis,.'' Ha ! where aid yoa 

Kick up ac({uaiiitance with Hesiod ?" — "In the 
ouse of a learned man (he replied :) f served a 
' pedant of Salamanca some time. He was a great 
commeotatur, and would toss yon up a laive 
volume in a twinkling, composed of Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin quotations, taken from books in bis li- 
brary, and nanslated into the Castilian tongue. As 
I was his amanuensis, I retained in my memory a 
great number of sentences, as remarkable as that 
which I repeated."-^" If that be the case, (said I,) 
your memory is well garnished. But, to return-to 
your scheme, in what kingdom of Spain do you 
think we shall establish our philosophical resi>- 
deuce?" — "I vote for Arragon, (replied my confi- 
dant;) we shall there find charming spots, where 
we may lead a delicious life." — " Well, (said I,) be 
it so. Let US fix in Arragon. I consent to the 
proposal ; and I wish we may there find a place of 
abode, that will afford all those pleuures with 
which I feast my imagination." 



CHAPTER X. 



When we arrived at Madrid, we alighted at a 
small house, where Scipio had lodged in his esp^ 
ditioas ; and the first thing we did, was to repair 
to Salero, in order to retrieve our doubloons. He 
gave US a very civil reception, and expressed a 
good deal of joy in seeing me at liberty " I pro- 
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test to you, (said he^) I was to much affected whb 
your misfortune, Mtat I conceived a disgust at all 
alliances with courtiers, theii fnrtUDea are so un- 
certain ; and therefore gave my daugliler Gabriela 
in marriage to a wealtliy merchant." — " You were 
i& the right (answered I :) for besides that this 
match is more solid, a citizen who marries his 
daughter to a man of quality, has not always 
reason to be satisfied with monsieur his son-in- 
law." 

Then shifting the subject, and coming to the pur- 
pose, " Signior Gabriel, (added I,) be so good, il 
you please, as to deliver liie two thousand pistoles, 
which — " " Your money is ready for you, (said the 
ffoldsmith, interrupung me; aud conducting^ us 
into his closet, showed us the (wo hags, with, notes 
upon them, containing these words: 'These bags 
of doubloons belong to Signior Gil Bias de Santil- 
lane.*) There lliey are, (said tie,) just as thejr 
were committed to my care." 

I thanked Salero for the service be had done 
me : and, very well consoled for the loss of his 
daughter, carried the bags home, where we began 
to examine our double pistoles. The tale was 
just, after having deducted about fifty which had 
been employed to procure my enlargement. Our 
sole study now was to put ourselves in a conditio^ 
• to depart for Arragon. My secretary undertook 
to buy a chaise and two mules, and I provided 
ourselves with clothes and linen. While I was 
going from one place to another in the streets, 
bargaining for what I wanted, I met Baron Stein- 
bach, that officer of the German guards in whose 
house Don Alphonso had been brought up. 

I saluted that cavalier, who, knowing me also, 
camf and embraced me with great affecuon. " I 
am extremely glad (said I (o him) to see your 
lordship in such good health, and to find at the 
same time an opportuniiv of hearing of Don Ceesar 
and Don Alphonso de Leyva." — " 1 can give yoa 
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a certain iTccount of them both, (answered be,] for 
they are now actually at Madrid, and lodge in my 
house. . About three months ago they came to 
town to thank his majesty for a |>osl which Don 
Alphonso has received, in consideration of the ser- 
vices which his ancestors had done the state. He 
iS made governor of the city of Valencia, without 
having asked the place, or even desired any body 
to solicit for him. Nothing can be more generous: 
and this shews that our monarch delights in re- 
compensing valour." 

Though I knew much better than the Baron dc 
Steinbacb what the true motive was, I did not 
seem to know any thing of the matter; but express- 
ed such a vehement desire to salute my old mas- 
ters, that, in order to satisfy me, he carried me 
home with him immediately. I was curions to try 
Don Alphonso, and judge, by the reception I should 
meet with from him, whether or no he bad any 
remains of affection for me. I found him in a hall, 
playing at chess with the baroness ; and as soon as 
be perceived me, he quitted the game, got up, and 
advancing towards me with transport, pressed my 
head within his arms, saying, with marks of real 
joy, "Santiilane, have I found you againl I am 
overjoyed at meeting with you \ it was not my fault 
• th'at ever we parteJ : for I desired you, if you re- - 
member, not to leave the castle of Leyva. Yoa 
bad no regard to my request ; but I am far from 
being angry Mth you on that HcconnL I am even ' 
beholden to you for the motive of yonr retreat. 
But, since that time, you ought to have let me 
heard from yon, and spared me the trouble of send- 
ing in vain to find you at Grenada, where Don 
Fernando, my brother-in-law, wrote me you was." 
^ After this gentle reproach, he continued, — " Tell 
me what your business is at Madrid. Ton have, 1 
suppose, some employment here ! Be assured, that 
I share as much as ever in what concerns you." 
Signior, (atiswered I,) iometbing less than four 
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moaths ago I filled a pretty considerable post at 
court; having had the honour to be secretary and 
confidant to the Duke of Lercna." " la it possible! 
(cried Don Alphonso, with extreme astoni^ment) 
what ! was you in the conftdence of the prime mi- 
nister?" " I gained his favour, (said I,) and lost 
it in the manner yoa shall bear." I then recounted 
the whole story, and ended my narration with the 
resolution 1 had taken to buy, with the slender 
remains of my past prosperity, a cottage, in which 
I proposed to lead a retired life. The son of Don 
Csesar, having listened very attentively, replied, 
" My dear Gil Bias, yon know I always loved you, 
Yoii shall be the sport of fortune no more. I will 
deliver you from her power, by making you master 
of an estate, which she cannot deprive you of. 
Since you design to live in the country, I bestow 
upon you a. small farm, which vre have hard by 
Lirias, about four leagues f^om Valencia. Yon 
know the place, and it is a present which we are in 
a condition of making, without incommoding our- 
Gelves in the least. I dare answer for my father's 
consent, and know that it will ^ve great pleasure 
to Seraph in a." 

I threw myself at the feet of Don Alphonso, who 
immediately raised me up, lliissed his hand, and, 
more charmed with the goodness of his heart than 
with the value of his favour, " Signior, (said I,) 
your behaviour enchants me. The present which 
you make is, the more, agreeable, as it precedes the 
knowledge of a piece of sersu:e which I did you: 
and I would rather owe it to your generosity than 
to your acknowledgment." My governor was a 
little surprised at my discourse, and did not fail to 
ask what this pretended service was. I told him ; 
and the information redoubled his surprise. He, ' 
as well as the Baron de Steiubach, was far from 
tliinking that the government of tite city of Valen- 
cia had been bestowed upon him by my interest. 
'Nevertheless, as he could Dot doubt my veracity 
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" Gil Bias, (said be,) since I owe my post to you,"^ 
1 don't intend to confine my gratitude to the little 
farm of Lirias ; I will give you aluq^ with it two 
thousand ducats yearly," 

" Halt there, Signior Alphonso, (sa'id I, interrupt- 
ing him,) don't erwake my nvsrice. I have too welt 
experienced, that riches serve only to corrupt my 
morals. I accept, with all my heart, your farm of 
Ufias, where I will live comfortably, with the 
money which I have already in my possession. 
But that is sufficient; and far from desiring more, 
I would rather consent to lose the superfluity of 
what I possess. Riches are a burden to one in 
retirement, who seeks only to enjoy quiet." 

While we conversed in this manner, Don CttSai 
coming in, expressed as much joy at seeing me a> 
his son had done before ; and when he understood 
^ obligation which his family lay under to me, 
be pressed me to accept the aniikiity, which I 
again refused. In short, the father and son car- 
ried me instantly to a notary's house, where tliey 
caused % deed of gift .to^ made out, and signed 
it with more pleasure than they would have felt in 
signing a deed to their own advantage. When it 
WW executed, they put it into my hand, saying, the 
iarm of Lirias was no longer theirs, and that I 
might go and take possession of it when I would. 
They then went back to the house of Baron de 
Steiobach ; and 1 fiew to our lodgings, where my 
secretary was ravlshad with admiradon, when I- 
informed him that we had an estate in the kinedom 
of Valencia, and recounted in what manner I had 
made this acquisition. " How much (said he) may 
this small dominion be worth ?" " Five hundred 
ducats per annum (I replied ;) and I can assure 
thee it is a lovely solitude, which I know per- 
fectly well, having been there several times, m 
quality of steward to the Lords of Leyva. It is a 
small house on the borders of the Guadalaviar, in 
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a faandet of five or six hotises, and ia the Bnibt of 

a charming country," 

" What pleases me still more in it (cried Scipio,) 
'is, that we shall have tine venison, with wine of Beoi- 
carlo, and excellent muscadine. Conie, master, let 
us make haste to quit tlie world, and gain, our ber- 
tnitage." "I long as much as thou dost to be 
there, (I replied,) but I most first make a tour to 
die Asturias. My parents are there in no very 
agreeable situation ; and- 1 intend to conduct them 
to Linas, where they will pass the remainder ol 
their days in quiet. Heaven, perhaps, has granted 
ne this asylum, on purpose to receive them, and 
would paniih me, if I failed in my duty." Scipio 
approved very rauch of my design, and even ex- 
cited iBe to put it in execution. "Let ua lose no 
time, (said he;) I havealreadysecured a chaise; let 
js hoy mules immediately, and set out for Oviedo." 
" Yes, my friend, (I replied,) let us depart ai soon 
as we can. I think it my indispensable duty t: 
share the sweets of my retirement with the authors 
(rf'my being; Our journey will not be loag. We 
■hall soon see . ourselves settled in our bamlet * 
where, when I arrive, I will write over the door o 
ny house these two Latin verses, in letters of gold 

luTen: portum. Spcs fc fortuna ralete. ' 

Sat me lusigtig, ludite mine alios. 
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CHAPTER I. 



W HILE 1 was getliDg ready for my deputur 
from Madrid, with Scipio, on my journey, to th 
Asliirias, Pope Paul the Fifth named the Duke o 
I>erina to tlie cardinalsbip. This Pope, being de 
siious of establishing the inquisition in the kingdom 
of Naples, invested that minister with the purple, 
that he might engage him to make King Philip 
consent to such a laudable design. All those who 
were well acquainted with this new member of ibe 
sacred college, thought, like me, that the church 
had made a fine acquisition. 

Scipio, who would rather have seen me in a bril-. 
liant post al court, than buried in solitude, advised 
me to present myself before the Cardinal ; " Per- 
haps (said he) his eminence, seeing you out of pri- 
son by the King's order, will think it unnecessary 

L Cookie 



K ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS. 

to appear any longer irritated against you, and 
lake you into his servire again." " My Scipio, 
(answered I,) you scLm- to have forgot that I ob- 
tained my liberty on condition tliat I should quit 
the two Castiles immediately. Besides, do you 
think me already disgusted with my castle ofLirias? 
I have told you once, and now repeat it, that il 
(he Duke of Leripa would restpf« me to his good 
graces, and even offer me the place of Don Rodrigo , 
de Cdlderona, I would refuse it. My resolution is 
taken. I will go in quest of my parents at Oviedo, 
and retire with tbem to Valencia. As for thee, my 
friend, if thou repeutest of having joined thy for- 
tjine to mitie, «peak ; I am js^y tq giv« thee uoe 
halfof my money, and thou mayest stay at Madrid, 
and push thy foriuoe as far as it will go." 

"How! (replied my secretary, nettled at ray 
words,) can you suspect me pf having any repi^- 
nance to follow you to your retreat .'' my zeal and 
attachment are injured by your suspicion. What ! 
Scipio, that faithful servant, who, to share yoHr 
afilictioii, would havewillingly passed the remainder 
ofbisdajawithvou in the tower of Segovia! shall be 
feel any regret m accompanying you to an abode 
tliat promises him a ibonsand pleasures ! No, no, 
1 have DO desire of dissuading you from your reso- 
lution. I must own 1 was a little aiischievous,. 
when I advised you to show yourself to the Duke 
pf Lerma': I wanted to sound yoii, that I might 
know if some seeds of ambition did not still remain 
in your ^reast. Well then, since you are so much 
detached fcom pomp and gratideur, let ns abandon 
1^ court immediately, to go and enjoy those inno- 
cent aud delicious pleasures, of Kbiph we have 
formed such charming ideas." We actually set out 
in a few days, mounted together in a chaise drawn 
bytwo good mules, audconductedby f^youngmaa, 
with wbom I thought proper to augment my (rain. 
We lay the first night at Alcala de Henales, and 
(lie second at Segovia : from whence (without stay- 
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ing tO'visit the generous keeper Tordesillas) we got 
.to Penafiel on the Duero ; and the nc« day to Val- 
'ddolid.* At sight of this lust place, I c^d not 
help heaving a profound sigh j and my companion, 
who perceived it, asking the cau^e : " Child, (said 
I,) I practised physic a long time in this city, and 
my conscience upbraids me with it this moment' 
Methibks all the sick people whom I killed come 
out of their tombs, and seem ready to tear me to 
pieces." "What a fancy isthis! (said my secretary:) 
truly, Signibr de Santitlane, you are too good. 
Why diould you repent of having laboured in your 
vocation ? Observe the oldest physicians : do they 
feel any such remorse ? No, sure ; they still go on 
in their old course, with the utmost tranquillity 
throwing the blame of all fatal accidents on nature, 
and claiming honour irom every lucky event." 

"True, (said I,) Doctor Sangrado, whose mediod 
JF faithfully followed, was a man of that character. 
Though he saw twenty people die daily under hit 
bands, he was so well convinced of the excellence 
of bleeding in the arm, and plentiful draughts of 
warm water, which he called Iiis two specifics in 
all kinds of distempers, that, instead of suspecting 
his remedies, he believed that his patients died 
because they had not diank and "been blooded 
enough." "Egad !. (cried Scipio, bursting into a 
loud laugh,) this must be an incomparable person !" 
" If thou hast any curiosity to see and hear him, 
(said I,) thou mayest satisfy it to-morrow morning, 
provided Sangrado be still alive, and at Valladolid, 
which I can scarce believe, for he was very oM 



> ValladoikI is one of the most beautiful cities of Old 
Castile, situated on tbe small rivur Escueva, which divide* 
it in two, and over which ts a handsome stone bridge of ten 
w: twelve arches. In this place is an universiM', and no le« 
than ieventy convents, one of which is the King's palace, 
very much embellished by Philip the Fourth. 
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when I left him, and that happened a good many 

years ago." 

Oiir^-st care, when we arrived at our inn, was * 
to enqWe about that doctor, who we learned n-as 
not yet dead ; but being too old to visit patients, 
or move about, he had given place to three or four 
doctors, who had acquired reputation by a new 
method of practice, whicli did not succeed a whit 
better than his. We resolved to stay all next day 
at Valladolid, as well to rest our horses, as to visit 
Signior Sangrado, to whose house we repaired about 
ten o'clock in the morning, and found him silting 
in an easy chair, with a book in his hand. As soon 
as he perceived us, he^ot up, and coming towards 
me, with a firm step, considering his age, which 
was seventy, asked our business with hinu "Mr. 
Doctor, (said I to him,) don't you recollect mer I 
have the honour to be one of your disciples. Don't 
you remember a young man called Gil Bias, who 
formerly lived in your house, and was your de- 
puty ?" " What ! is it you, Santillane ? (answered 
he, embracing me;) 1 should not hnve known you 
again. I am very glad to see you. What have you 
been doing since you left me i* You have doubtless 

fractised physic all along?" " I was indeed (said 
) sufficiently inclined to that profession, which, 
however, some strong reasons have hindered me 
. from exercising." 

"So much the worse, (replied Sangrado.) With 
the principleg which you imbibed from me, yitu 
would have become an expert physician, provided 
Heaven had given you grace to preserve yourself 
from the dangerous love of chemistry. Ah ! my 
son! (continued he, with an air of sorrow,) what a 
change has happened in physic within these few 
years ! That art ii robbed of all its honour and 
dignity : that art, which in all times hath regarded 
the life of man, is now a prey to rashness, pre- 
sumption, and empirics; for their actions speak, 
and in a little dme the very stones will cry aloud 
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■gainst the cabals of these new practitioner!. La 
pides clamabunt ! There are in thin city physicians 

ior such as call themselves so) who are ^[oked to 
M triumphal car of antimony. Currus triunlphalis 
Uitimonit. Truants from the schopl of Paracelsus, 
adorers of kermes, accidental curers, who make 
the whole science of medicine consist in knowing 
how to prepare chemical drugs. What shall I teU 
you ! every thing is turned topsy-turvy in their 
method. Bleeding at the foot, for example, hither- 
to so seldom practised, is now almost the only 
evacuation in use. Those purgatives, which were 
formerly geHtle and benign, are now changed for 
emetics and kermes. The whole is a mere chaos, 
where each does what he thinks proper, transgress- 
ing those bounds of order and sagacity which our 
ancient masters had so wisely prescribed." 

Whatever, inclination I had to laugh at such a - 
comical declamation, I had power to resist it. I 
did more : I exclaimed against kermes, without 
knowing what it was, and at a venture wished tliose 
who invented it at the devil. Scipio, observing 
that I ma<le myself merry with this scene, had a 
mind to act in it also. " Mr. doctor, (said he to 
Sangrado,) as I am grand nephew to a physician of 
the old school, give me leave lo revolt with you 
against chemical medicines. My late grand uncle 
(rest his soul) was such a warm partisan of Hippo- 
crates, that he often battled with quacks who spoke 
disrespectfully of that prince of physic. True blooj 
wilt always show itself; I would willingly perform 
the office of executioner to those ignorant inno- 
vators, of whom you complain with such eloquence 
and justice. What disorder must these wretches 
create in civil society !" 

" That disorder (replied the doctor) is more ex- 
tensive than you imagine. My having publi^d a 
book against the robbers of medicine was of no use. 
On the contrary, the mischief daily.increwes. The 
surgeons, mad with the ambition of acting as phy 
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ticiatts, tbink Ihemselves sufficiently qualified, ^rben 
there is nothing to be done but to give kermes and 
' emetics, to which they ndd bleeding at-'the foot, 
according to iheir own fancy. They even proceed 
so far, as to mix kermes in apoieins and cordial 
potions } and go they are on a par with your cele- 
brated prescribera. This contagion has spread also 
among the cloisters. There are some monks who 
act both Bs apothecaries and surgeons. Those ape; 
of medicine apply .themselves to chemistry, and 
compose pernicious drugs, with which they abridge 
the liyes of their reverend fathers. In fine, there 
are more than sixty monasteries of men and women 
in Valladolid; bo you' may judge what ravage is 
made in them, by kermes united with emetics, and 
bleeding in the foot." " Signior Sangrado, (said I,) 
you have reason to be incensed against these poi- 
soners. I groan in concert with you, and share 
your alarms for the lives of mankind, which are^o 
manifestly threatened by a method so different 
from yours. I am very much afraid that chemistry 
will one day occasion the total ruin of physic ; in 
the same manner as false money proves destructive 
to kingdoms. Heaven grant that the fatal day be - 
not too near !" 

At this part of oar conversation, an old maid 
servant brought in for the doctor a little light bread 
on a salver, and a glass with two bottles, one of 
4hich was filled with water, and the other with 
wine. After he had eaien a morsel of the bread, 
be took a draught of liquor, in which indeed there 
were two thirds of water; but that did not save 
him from the reproach which he gave me the handle 
to vent against him. " Ah, ah ! (said I,) Mr. Doc- 
tor, have I caught you in the fact? You drink 
wiiugfcep ' Tou who have always declared against 
that^quor; you who, during three fourths of your 
life, have. drank nothing but water. How lona 
have you acted so inconsistently with yourstlff 
You cannot excuse yourself on account of yoiir 
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nge; since, in one part ofyour writings, you define, 
old age a natural decay, tlial wiiliers and consumes- 
us ; and, in consequence of diat definition, deplorv 
the ignorance of those people who style wine the 
milk of old men. What therefore caa you say ig. 
TOUF own justification ?" 

"You declare war a^inst me very unjifttly, 
(replied the old physician.) Had I drank purs 
wine, you would have had some reason to look, 
upon me as an unfaithful observer of my owa me-- 
thod ; but you see that my wine is very much di- 
'nted." " Another inconsisteucy, my dear master, 
(said I;) do not you remember that you blamed 
uie canon Sedillo for drinking wine, although il 
was mixed with a great deal of water ? Confess 
freely, that yoii are sensible of your error, and that 
wine is not a fatal Hqubr, as you advanced in your 
works, provided it be drank with moderation.' 

These' words perplexed the doctor, who could 
not. deny that he bad forbid the use of wine in, his 
books, but shame and vanity hindered him from, 
owqing that my reproach was just, and he did not 
know what answer to make. To extricate him out 
of this dilCmma, I shifted the discourse ; and, in a 
moment aHer,' took leave of him, exhorting him to 
keep his ground still against the new practitioners. 
" Courage, Signior Sangrado (said I to him,) be iu- 
. defatigable in decrying kermes, and combat againei 
bleeding in the foot, widiout ceasing. If, in spite 
of your leal and physical orthodoxy, that empirical 
race should succeed in ruining true discipline, you 
will at least enjoy the consolation of having done 
your utmost to maintain it." 

As my secretary and I returned to the inn, con- 
versing together about the diverting and original 
character of the doctor, a man of about five and fifty 
or sixty years of age passed us in the street, walking 
with his eyes fixed upon the ground, and a large 
rosary in his hand. 1 viewed him attentively, aud 
easily recollected bim to be Signior Manuel Ordoo . 
■ E Vot- I" ,7 I 
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nez, that pious director of the hospital, of irhom 
such honourable mention is made in the first to- 
lume of my memoirs, I accosted him with great 
demonstrations of respect, saying, " Health to the 
venerable and discreet Signior Mannel OrdonneE I 
the most proper man in the world to manage the 
pooi^ money." At these words he eyed me nar- 
rowly, and answered, that he remembered my fea- 
tures, but could not recollect the place where he 
had seen me. " I was often at your house, (said 
I,) while you had ifl your service a friend of mine 
called Fabricio Nunnez." " Ah ! I remember yoa 
DOW (answered the director, with a satirical smile) 
by this token, that you were both arch lads, and 
played together many tricks of youth. Well, what 
IS become of poor Fabricio ? every lime I think of 
bim I am uneasy about his circumstances." 

"My motive (said I) for taking the liberty of 
■topping yoa in the street, was to give you an ac- 
count of him. Fabricio is at Madrid, employed in 
composing miscellanies." " What do you call mis- 
cellanies ?" (answered he.) " That is. (said I,) he 
writes in prose and verse. He composes comedies 
and romances : in a word, he is a young fellow of 
genius, and is very well received in the best fami- 
lies." "But (said the director) how stands he 
. with his bajjer ?'' " Not quite so well (answered I) 
as with people of fashion : between you and me, t 
believe be is as poor as Job." " Oh ! I don't at all 
doubt it, (cried Ordonnei :) let him make his court 
to noblemen as much as he pleases, his .complai- 
sance, flattery, and cringing, will bring sUlI less 
into his pockets thab his works. Remember, I 
prophesy, that you will one day see him in the 
hospital." 

" That may very well be, (t replied.;) poetry has 
brought many a one to that catastrophe. My friend 
Fahncio would have done much better had he re- 
mained with your worship. He would by this time 
have rolled upon gold." " At least, he would have 
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b«en in very ensy circum stances, (said Manuel.) I 
bad a regurd for him, and woiilil hav«, by raising 
him from post to post, procured a solid settlenietit 
for liim ill tlie hospital, had he not been whimsicai 
enough to set up for a wit He composed a co- 
medy, which was acted by the players of this city: 
the piece succeeded j and from that moment ^>' 
head turned. He believiHJ himself another Lope 
de Vega ; and preferring the smoke of public ap- 
plause to the real advantages which my friendship 
prepared for him, demanded his dismission. I n- 
monstrated in vain, that he was going to quit the 
substance and.rnn after (he shadow. I could not 
detain this madman, who was actuated with the 
fury of writing. He did not know his own interest, 
(added he.) The young man who succeeded him 
in my service is a living proof of this. Having 
more judgment and less understanding than Fa- 
bricio, he applied himself wholly to the execution 
of his commissions, and studied to please me. 
Accordingly, 1 have promoted him as he deserved, 
and he now actually enjoys two employments at 
the hospital, the least of which is more than suffi- 
cient (o maintain an honest man, encumbered with 
a large family." 



CBAPTEB n. 



FaoM Valladolid we got in four days to Oviedc, 
without meeting with any had accident on the road, 
notwithstanding the proverb, which says, that rob- 
bers smell the money of travellers afar off. We 
should have been, however, a pretty good booty; 
and two inhabitants of the cavern would have been 
sufficient to carry off our doubloons with ease; for 
I bad not learned to grow valiant at court ; and 
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Bertrandi my. raoco de mulas,* clid not seem of a 
humour to die in defence of his master's purse : 
Scipio WBS the only Hector amniij^ us. 

It b^ng tiigbt when we arrived in town, we went 
to lodge at an inn hard by the house of my ancle 
the Canon Gil Perez. 1 was willing to undovtand 
the situation of vay pareitts before I should appear 
a* their son; and, for this piece of infomtation, I 
ooukt not apply to a more proper person ^an my 
landlord or his wife, who 1 knew to be people who 
were very well acquainted with the affairs of their 
neighbours. In effect, the landlord, after having 
eyed me with attention, recollecting my face, cried^ 
" By Sl Antonio de Padua ! this is the son of ho- 
nest usher Bias of Santillane." "Tes,. truly (said 
his wife,} it is he indeed ! he is very little altered : 
it is the same little brisk Gi) Bias, who had always 
more spirit in his heart than beef on his bones, I 
think I see iKm Etili coming to this house, vtith his 
hotde for wine to his uncle's supper^" 

" Madam,, {said I,) you have a very happy me- 
mory : but pray tell me news <^ my family ; my 
father and mother are, doubtless, in no very agree- 
able situation." " That is bat too true, (replied 
the landlady;) how bad soever you may think their 
condition is, you cannot conceive them more dis- 
tressed than they are. Gil Peres, honest man, has . 
lost the use of one half of his body by the palsy; 
and, in all appearance, cannot last long : your la- 
ther, who has livSd of late with the canon, has got 
a defluiion in his breast, or rather is at this moment 
in, the agonies of death; and your mother,, thou^ 
far^from being well, is obliged to serve as a nurse 
to both." 

On this report, which made me feel that I wag a 
sou, I lel^ Berlrand with my equipage at the inn ; 
and, attended by my secretary, who would not quit 



* Hoco de nudas, a nufe-driver. 
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me, repaired to my uncle's house. As soon ns I 
appeared before niy mother, an emotion, which I 
caused in her, siguitied iny presence, before her 
eyes had distinguished my features, " Son, (said 
■be with a melancholy air, after she had embraced 
me,) come and see your father breathe his last : 
vou are come time enough to be struck with that 
cruel spectacle." So saying, she carried me into 'a 
chamber where the unfortunate Bias of Santillane, 
lying on a bed that too well denoted the poverty 
of an usher, drew near his exit. Ttiough he was 
eayirooed by the shades of death, his senses bad 
iiot quite forsaken him. "My dear friend, (said 
my QUther to him,) here is your son Gil Bias, who 
begs your forgiveness for the sorrows he has nrca- 
fiioned, and asks your blessing." At these words, - 
my father opening his eyes, which death had begun 
iD close, fixed them upon me ; and observing, in 
spite of bis own lamentable condition, that I was 
very much aSected with the loss of him, seemed 
moved at my grief, and attempted to speak ; but 
had .not Gtrengtli enough to utter one word. 'I 
took hold of one of hts^ hands ; and while I bathed 
, it with my (ears, unable to pronounce a syllable, 
be expired, as if he had waited for my arrival be- 
fore he would breathe his lasL 

My mother was too well prepared for his death 
Jo be immoderately afflicted at it ; and I was, per- 
haps, more grieved than shej although my father 
bad never given me the least mark of his friendship 
in his life. Hy being his son was a sufficient cause 
•for roe to lament him ; besides, I upbraided myself 
.for not having assisted him in his distress: and, 
when I reflected on my hard-heartedness, looked 
Dpon myself as a monster of ingratitude, or rather 
«s a downright parricide. My uncle, whom 1 after- 
wards beheld streched on a truckle bed, and in a 
miserable condition, made me feel fresh remorse. 
''Unnatural son! (sud t to myself) contemplate, 
for thy punishmeat, the misery of thy parents. If 
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thoa badat given tlietn a small share of the supers 
fluity which was in thy possession, before tlion 
wast imprisoned, they would have enjoyed coa- 
veniences wiiich the revenue of the prebead could 
not aflord } and, perhaps, tbou wouldst have pro 
longed the life of thy father." 

The unfortunate Gil Perez was become a child 
again, having lost both his memory and judgment. 
In vain did I press him in my arms, with marks of 
real affection ; he seemed insensible of what I did. 
When my mother told him that I was his nephew 
Gil Bias, be looked at me with an unmeaning eye, 
and made no answer. Though blood and gratitude 
had not obliged me to lament an uncle to whom I 
owed so much, I could not have beheld him in a 
condition so worthy of pity, without feeling the 
emotions of compassion. 

All this time Scipio remained in a melancholy 
nlence, partook of my affliction, and, through friend 
ship, mingled his sighs with mine. As 1 concluded 
that my mother, after such a long absence, wanted 
to converse with me, and that she miglit be un- 
easy at the presence of a man whom she did not 
know, I took him aside, and said, " Go, my child, 
go, and repose thyself at the inn ; and leave me - 
here with my moth^, who perhaps will think thee 
one too many in a conversation that will wholly 
turn on family affairs." Scipio, rather than put us 
under any constraint, retired ; and I actually dis- 

, coufsed with my mother the best part of the nigtt. 

, We gave one another a faithful acomit of what 
had happened to us since my departure from Ovie- 
do : she was minute in the detail of those mortifi- 
cations she had suffered in the families where she 
had been duenna, and told me an infinite number 
of things on that subject, which I was glad my 
secretary did not hear, though he was eninisted 
with all my secrets. With all tiie respect that I 

■ owe to the memory of a mother, I must own that 
the good lady was a little prolix in her narrations ; 
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•nd she would have spared lue three fourtlis of lier 
history had she suppressed all the trivial circum- 
6taaces of it: she concluded at length, and I began 
mine. I passed lightly over all my adventures j 
but when I came to the visit which I received at 
Madrid from the son of Bertrand Muscada, the 
grocer of Ovicdo, I enlarged upon that article. " I 
own (said I to my nether) 1 gave that young man 
B very bad receptioa : who, to be revenged, has 
doubUess drawn a very frightful picture of me." 
" |n that be did not fail (answered she :) he told 
us that he found you so proud of the favour of the 
prime minister, that you scarce deigned to recollect 
him : and when he described our distress, heard 
him with the utmost indifierence. As parents 
(added she) always endeavour to find excuses for 
the behaviour of their children, we could not be- 
lieve that yon had such a bad heart : your arrival 
at Oviedo justifies our good opinion of you, ai..' 
your present sorrow confirms your apology." 

" You judge loo favourably of me, (I replied j', 
there is a great deal of truth in young Muscada's 
report : when he visited me, I was wholly eugrossed 
by tlie care of making my fortune; and the ambition 
that possessed me would not permit me to think Oi 
my parents. ~ It must not therefore be woudered at, 
if, in this disposition, I gave an unwelcome recep- 
tion to a man, who, accosting me rudely, told me 
(Q a brutal manner, that, hearing I was richer than 
a Jew, he came to advise me to send you some 
money, t>f which you stood in great need : lie even 
reproached my indifference for my family in very 
indecent terms. I was shacked at his freedom ; and 
losing patience, pushed him by the shoulders out 
of my closet. I own I was to blame in this ren- 
counter : I ongi^to have rejected that it was not 
your fault if the'grocer wanted manners ; and that 
his advice was never the worse for its being brutally 
delivered. 

*' This was what I represented to myself immedi- 
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ately after 1 had sfdI Muscada about liia bmineM. 
My blood spoke in your behalf; I recalled all my 
duly to my parents; and, blushing for shame for 
having performed it bo Ml, felt remorse, whirh, 
nevertheless, can do me no honau^ with you, be- 
cause it waa soon stifled by avarice and ambiuon j 
but having been afterwards imprisoned, by the 
King's order, in the tower of Segovia, I fell dai^ 
gcrously il), and that bapp}i distemper balh re- 
stored your son to you ; yes, it was my disease and 
imprisonment that made nature resume all her 
rights, and entirely, detached me from conrt. I j 
now thirst aller solitude ; atad my sole motive for 
coming to the Asturias was to entreat you to share , 
with me the sweets of a retired life. If you don't 
refuse my request, I will conduct yon to an estate 
which I have in the kingdom of Valencia, wHcre 
we shall live at our ease. You may believe 1 in- 
tended to carry my father thither also ; but since 
heaven hath ordained it otherwise, let me have the 
sadsfaction of enjoying my mother's company, and 
of making amends to lier for my past negleet, by 
all imaginable care." "I am very mvchoUiged 
to your laudable intention, (said my mother,) and 
would go without hesitation, if I saw no objectiotw 
in the case ; but I will not leave my brother, your 
uncle, in this deplorable condition : and 1 am so 
much used to this country, that I cannot now quit . 
it. However, as the thing deserves due considep- 
atiou, 1 will think of It at leisure : let ns at presenl 
take care of yonr father's funeral." " That (said I) 
shall be ordered by the young man whom you saw 
along with me; he is my secretary, and has ouch 
zeal and understanding, that we may depend upon 
his care." 

Scarce had I pronounced diese words, when 
Scipio relumed, it being ah-eadyaday ; and asking 
'f we had any occasion for his seWice in our per- 
plexity, I told him that he came very seasonably 
k> receive an important order which I had to ^ve 



D,,.,i,.-Hi„vGooglc 



ADVKSTURES OF GIL BLAB. 105 

When be knew wb^it tlie bu^ness was, " Knongh, 
(smitt he,) I have already contrived the whole cere- 
mony, aad yon may trust to my discretion." " Be- 
ir^rs (said my mother) of making a pompous burial : 
it-canoot be too niodeEt i'oc my husband, whom alt 
the tew« knew to be a very indigent usher." " Ma- 
dam, (replied Scipio,) had be been still more needy 
than he was^ 1 ufoulil not abate two rarlhings of 
the exp«nce ; for in tM& 1 regard my master only ; 
hfi has been (he Duke of Lerma's favourite ; and 
his father ought to be nobty interred." 

I. approved of. my secretary's design, and even 
desired i»ro to spare no (Ast ; the remains cf vani^' 
Hhich I still preserved broke out on this occasion : 
I flattered myself, that in beipg at a great expence 
upon a lather, who left me no inheritance, I should 
iQake the world admire my generous behaviour. ^ 
My modier, fir her part, whatever modesty she <t 
a&cted, was not ill pleased to see her husband ' ■ 
baried in spleixiour. We therefore gave a carte 
blancbe to aeipio, who,, without loss of Time, took 
alt necessary measures for a superb funeral. . , 

Hd succeeded but too well; and performed such 
■iBgnificeDt obsequies, thafc he brought the whole 
«ity and suburbe on my back; all the inhabitants 
of Oviedo, from the highest to the lowest, being 
Ibocked at my ostentation. " This minister (said 
me) is in a great hurry to lay out money on his 
fether's iBterfttenti but he was in none to maintain 
kim." " He would have done better (said another) 
bad he succoured bis father while he was alive, 
than to honour faim so much now that he is dead." 
In short, reproaches were not spared ; every one 
bad a fling at me ; bat they did not stop here ; they 
ingulted Scipio, Bertfand, and me, as we came out 
of the chaFch, loaded us with revllings, and hooted 
MS as we walked along, and conducted Bertrand to 
the inn with a shower of stones. 

To disperse the mob that was gathered before 
'•acy 'uncle's hocise, there was a necessity for my 
G S Voi„ III. 
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mother's shen'ing herself, and declaring, that sb»' ' 
was perfectly well sathfiiid with itij conduct. Some 
ran to the public-house, in order to demolish my 
chaise; and this they certainly would hare 'dooe, 
if the landlord and his wife had not found means I 
to appease theii* fury, and dissuade them from } 
their design. i 

All these affronts, which were the effects of the .' 
young grocer's report of me through the city, i 
inspired me with such aversion fur my townsmen, 
that I determined speedily to leave Oviedo, where, . 
otherwise, I should perhaps have staid a good 
while. This I plainly tolO my mother, who, being 
very much mortified at the reception with whicb- 
the people had regaled me, did not oppose my 
departure. What remained now, was to .know 
how I should dispose of her. " Mother, (said I,) 
since my uncle wants yjur assistance, I will not 
press you to go along with me at present; but as 
in all appearance, he has not long to live, you must 
promise to come to my estate immediately after bis 
decease." 

"I will make no such promise, (faawered my 
mother,) being resolved^ pass the rest of my days 
in the Asturias, in perfect independence." — " Will 
not you always (said I) be mistress in my house ?"> 
'■- " I don't know that, (she resumed :) yoti may ftS 
in love with some young girt, and marrylier ; then 
I shall be her mother-in-law ; consequently wB 
cannot live together." — " Ton foresee misfortuiiri 
(said I) at too great a distance : I have no intention ' 
to marry ; but, if the fancy should strike me, de* 
pend upon it, I will oblige my wife to be implicitly 
submissive to your will." — "That is promising loo 
much, (resumed my mother,^ I should want security 
for my bondsman ; and would not even swear, that, 
in our disputes, you would not take the part ci 
your wife rather than mine, how far soever she 
might be in the wrong." 

" You talk reasonably, madam, (cried my t9~ 
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cretary, joining in the conversation ;) I am oryonr 
apiuion, thai submissive dangfaters-iii-law are very 
rare. In the mean time, to accommodate matters 
between you and my master, since you are abso- 
lutely resolved to live in the Asturias, and he \a 
the kingdom of Valencia, he must grant you an 
allowance of one hundred pistoles, which I shall 
bring hither every year. By these means, the 
mother and sod will live very happy at the distance 
of two hundred leagues from one another." The 
parties concerned approved of the proposal : I paid 
the first year's annuity per advance, and quitted Ovi- 
edo next morning before break of day, that I might 
liot be treated by the populace like another Sl 
Stephen. Such was the reception I met with in my 
own country. An excellent lesson for those people 
of the common rank, who, after having got a for- 
tune abroad, return to the place of their oativity 
and, affect the gentleman of importance. 



CHAPTER in. 



We took the road to lieon, then to Yaleacia 
and contitining our journey, by small stages, id 
len days arrived at the city of Segorba ; from 
whence, next moniing, we repaired to my estate, 
which was but three leagues distant from it. As we 
drew near this place, my secretary observed with 
great attention all the country seats that presented 
themselves to bis view, on the right and left ; and 
when he perceived one of a grand appearance he 
always pointed to it with his finger, and said, " I 
wish that was our retreat." — " I don't know, friend, 
(said I to him,) what idea thou hast formed of our 
habitation; but if you imagine that it is a magnifi- 
cent house liHe that on some great noblemaii's 



L,,.,i,.-.,i„,Googri: 



lOe ADVENTURES DF Glf, BLAS. " 

estate, I tell you, beforehand, that you are ta 
rtODsLy mistakeD. If thou hast not a mind (o bn 
the dupe of thy own ima^nation, represent to thy- 
self the small house which Horace enjoyed in th^ 
country of the Sablnes, near the Tyber, and which 
be recei*ed as a present from Miecenas." — " Then 
I must expect to see a cottage !" (cried Sci^io,) 
"Remember (I replied) that 1 have always giveii 
you a very modest descrtptiou of it; and this 
moment thou mayest thyself judge whetlier or not 
I am a faithful painter. Cast thy eyes towards the 
Guadalaviar, and observe on its banks, hard by 
that small hamlet, the house consisting of four 
little pavilions ; that b my casde," — " How the 
devil! (cried my secretary, with surprise) that house 
is a perfect jewel ! Besides the noble air that these 
pavilions give it, it is extremely well built, and 
surrounded by a more charming country than even 
the neighbourhood of Seville, which is called, by 
way of excellence. The Terrestrial Paradise. Had 
we chosen our abode, it could not have been more 
to my taste ; a river waters it wiib its stream, and 
a thick wood lends its shade, wbm we are inclined 
to walk in the middle cf the day. What an 
amiable solitude this is ! Ah, my dear master ! in 
all appearance, we shall not quit this place in a 
hurry." — " I am overjoyed (answered I) that tlipu 
art so well satisfied with our asyluqi, which is more 
agreeable still than you imagine." Conversing in 
this manner, we approached the house j the gate of 
which was thrown open, as soon as Scipio signified 
that it was Signior Gil Bias de Santillane, who 
came to take possession of hjs castle. At that 
name, so respected by those who heard it pro- 
nounced, my chaise was admitted into a large 
court, where I alighted : then leaning on Scipi^, 
and taking slate upon n^yself, I went into a ball, 
where I was scarce arrived, when seven or eight 
servants appeared. They said they came to pre- 
sent their homage to their new master ; that Do 
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Ciesiir and Don Alphonso de Leyva bad chosen 
ttiem for my service ; one in quality of cookj 
auother ns cook's Assistant, a tliird as ^scuHion, a 
fourth as porter, and the rest as lacquies, with 
orders to receive no money of me ; these two 
noblemen intending to defray all tbe expenA of my 
nouse-keeping; Master Joachim, tiie cook, who wa« 
the principal and spokesman of these domestics, 
yave me to understand, that he had laid in a large 
Stock of the best wines in Spain ; and told me, that 
as to eating, he hoped a young fellow, like him. . 
who had been cook six years to the Archbishop of 
Valencia, must know how to compose ragonts thai 
would tickte my palate. " I will (added he) fall 
presently to work, aiid produce a sample of my 
skill'. Take a walk, Signior, while dinner is ge(> 
ting reddy ; visit your castle, and see if it be id ao 
habitable condition." * 

I leave tbe reader to judge whether or n6t I 
neglected this visit; and Scipio, still more curioas 
than I, dragged me from room to room. We snr* 
veyed the whole Ijouse firoin top to bottom ; tht 
least corner (as we imagined) did not escape out 
interested curiosity : and I had- every where otca- 
sion to admire the bounty of Don Ciesar and bit 
son. Among other things, I was struck with the 
appearance of two apartments, which were as well 
furnished as they possibly could be without magni- 
ficence. Oiie of them was hung with Arras tapes- 
try, and had in it a bed and chairs of velvet, still 
very handsome, though made when the Moors 
possessed the kingdom of Valencia : the furniture 
of the other was in the same state, con»sting of 
hangings made of old Genoa yellow damask, wilk 
a bed and elbow-chairs of the same stuff, adorn«d 
with fringes of bine silk. Ail these eSects, vhicb 
would have been little valued in an inventory, 
appeared there very considerable. Atier having 
thoroughly examined every thing, my secretary 
a^d t returned to the hall, where the cloth was laid 
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wjth' twb covers. We aat down to table ; and in a 
moment was brouglit in an olla podrida j so de- 
licious, that we pitied the archbishop of Valencia 
ibr having lost the cook that composed it. At 
every irfbrsel we eat, my new lacquies presented 
to us large glasses filled to the brims with wine, ot 
a most exquisite rel<sh. Scipio, not daring to show 
before them the interior satisfactlou that' he felt, 
expressed himSeif to me by eloquent looks ; and I 
gave him to understand, by the same language, 
that I was as well satisfied as he. A dish of roast 
meat, composed of two fat quails, which flanked 
a leveret of as admirable fumet, made us quit the 
olio, and finish our repast. When we had eaten 
like two gormandizers, and drank in proportion, we 
got up from table, and walked into the garden, to 
enjoy a voluptuAis siesta* in some cool agreeable 
place. 

If my secretary seemed hitherto satisfied with , 
ttbat be had seen, be was still more so, when he 
beheld the garden, which be thought comparable 
even to that of the £scurial. It is true, Don Ceesar^ 
who came frequeady to Lirias, took pleasure in 
having it cultiya^ and embellished : the walks - 
. were gravelled, and bordered with orange trees } a 
1 great basin of while marble, in the middle of which 
a brazen lion vomited out great gushes of water : 
the beauty of the flowers, the variety of fruits, all 
diese objects ravished Scipio ; but he was in a par- 
ticular manner enchanted with a long walk thi^t led 
by a gentle descent all the way to a uirmer's house, 
.'and was shaded by the interwoven boughs of the 
trees planted on each side. Here we stopped to 
make the eulogium of a place so proper for an 
Aiylam against the heat of thu day ; and sitting 

* Siesta literally signifies the heat of the day, from noon 
forwards ; but it 19 liere lamA to express the sftemoon's uap, 
enjoyetl every day by the inh^itaots of hot climates. 
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down at the root of a young elm, sleep easily sur- 
prised two merry boys, who had just made such a 
good dinner. 

Two honrs after, we started up, awakened by the 
noise of several shot, which seemed so ^ear, lliat 
we were frightened. We got op in a hurry, and 
repaired to the fanner's house, where we found 
eight or ten peasants, all inhabitants of the hamlet^ 
who had scoured and fired their fusils, to celebrate 
ttiy arrival, of which they had got notice. Tlie 
greatest' part of them knew me, having seen me 
more than once at the castle, in the exercise of my 
stewardship, They no sooner perceived me, than 
they cried all together, "Long life to our new 
master, who is welcome to Lirias!" Then they 
loaded their pieces, and regaled me with a general 
discbarge. I received them as courteously as I 
could ; preserving my grsivity however, thinking it 
improper, to be too ramiliar with them. I assured 
them of my protection, left Mvenfy pistoles among 
ibem ; and this, I believe, they did' not look upon 
as the most disagreeable part of my behaviour. I 
afterwards left them at liberty to spend more 
powder, and retired with my secretary into the 
wood, wbere we strolled about till night, without 
being tired, with beholding the groves ; so charming 
is the first view of a new possession. 

The cook, his assistant, and scullion, were not 
idle in the mean time ; they were busy in preparing 
a repast, even superior to that which we had- eaten ; 
iind we were actually astonished, when, returning 
into the same hall where we had dined, we saw 
them place upon the table a dish of roasted par- 
tridges, with a cive* of rabbit, on one side, and on 
the other a capon in ragout. The next course of 
dainties consisted of pigs' ears, pickled chicks, 
and cream chocolate. We drank plentifully, of 

* AdreiiflauceiiMdeof thgentnilsaf AhuBMTKiMut. 
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Lucena, and several sorts of excellent wine, and 
vheii we fuuiid we could drink no more, without 
exposing our liealtlis, we thought of going to hod. 
Then my lacquies, taking lights, conducted om to 
the best apartment, where they were very officiou* 
fD undressittg me; but when they gave me my 
0own and night-cap, I dismissed them ; saying, with 

magisterial air, " Leave me, gentlemen ; I have 
no farther occasion for you to-iiighu" 

I sent them all anay ; and keeping Scipio for a 
Tittle conversation, asked what lie thought of the 
treatment 1 received by order of the Doblemeo of 
Leyva. " Id faith, (answered be,) I thiuk you 
can't be treated better ; I only wish that this may 
lasL" — "I entertain no sucl; wi^h (I replied:) il 
ill becomes me, to let my benefactors be at such an 
expence on my account ; this were to abuse their 
generosity ; besides, I can't put up with servants 
who are paid by another; I should not believe 
myself in my own house. Neither am I come 
hither to live in a bustle ; we have no occasioa for 
such a great number of domestics ; we want no 
more than Bertraud, aeook, a scullion, and lacquey." 
Although my secretary would not.fanve been sorry 
to live always at the expence of the governor of 
Valencia, be did not oppose my delicacy in this 
aflair; but conforming himself to my sentiment!;, 
approved of the reform I intended to make. This 
being determined, be leA me, and retired ieto hit 
own apartment. 



CiMFTER IV. 



1 UNDRESSED, and went to bed; where feel- 
ing DO inclination to sleep, I abandoned myself to 
rcfleclioB. I repMtented to myself the friendsfai;' 
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with which the noblemen of Ijeyva repaid my at- 
tachtnent to tbem ; and penetrated with ihooe new 
marks of their affection, re»}tved to go, the very 
next day, and satisfy the longing impatience I had 
of seeing and thanking them for their favours. I 
likewise enjoyed, hy enticipatiun, the pleasure of 
•eeing Seraphina again ; but that pleasure was not 
pure ; I could not, without uneasiness, consider, 
that I must, at the same time, support the looks of 
Dame Lorenca Sephora, who, perhaps, remem- 
bering the adventure of a box on the ear, would not 
be overjoyed at sight of me. Fatigued with all 
these different ideas, I at length fell asleep, and 
did not wake till after sun-rise. 

I was soon a-foot ; and, wholly engrossed by my 
intended journey, dressed myself in a hurry. Juat 
as I had done adjusting myself, my secretary 
coming into my chamber, " Scipio, (said I,) you see 
me ready to set out for Valencia ; 1 cannot make 
too much haste in going to salute the noblemen to 
whom I owe my small fortune ; every moment that 
I delay to acquit myself of ibis duty, seems to 
accuse me of ingratitude. As for thee, my friend, 
I dispense with thy attendance ; stay here an tny 
absence, and 1 will come back to thee in eight days." 
" Go, Sir, (he replied,) pay your respects to Don 
Alphonso and his father, who seem so sensible of 
your seal, and grateful for the services you have 
done them : persons of quality of that character are 
so rare, that they cannot be too much esteemed.'' 
I ordered Bertrand to get ready for our departure ; 
and while he yoked the mules I drank my choco- 
late : then I got into my chaise, after having laid 
injunctions upon my people to regard my secretary 
as tny other self, and lo follow his orders as if they 
were my own. 

I arrived a( Valenda in less than four hours: 

and going straight to the governor's stables, there 

abated, left my equipage, and was conducted to 

the apartmentof that nobleman, who was (hen with 

Vol. Ill S 
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bis lather Don Ciesar. 1 opened tlie tloor, and 
eniering without ceremony, ticcusted llicni in ihesc 
words: " It does not become vnlets lo send in their 
names to their masierB : liere is one of yonr old 
servants come to pay Ins respects." So sajiifi^, I 
would have kneeled before them ; but they hin- 
dered roe from so doing, and embraced me, ojie 
after aaotlier, with all ilie expressions of genuine 
afleciion. " Well, my dear Santillane, (said Don 
Alplionso,) have you been at Lirias to take posses- 
sion of your eslale?" — "Yes, Slgiiior, (I i-eplied,) 
and 1 hope you will give me leave to restore it."— 
" For what reason f (said Ite.) Is there any thing 
disagreeable about it, that gives you disgust ?"■_ — 
"Not in itself, (I resinned ;) on die contrary, T am 
enchanted with it. All thai displeases mc in it is, 
to see cooks of an arebbisbop, witli three times 
more servants than I want; which only serve to 
put yon to an eipeuce equally useless and con- 
siderable." 

" If (said Don Cicsar) you had accepted the 
annuity of two thousand ducats which we o£'ered 
ut Madrid, we should have been contented with 
giving you the Jiouse furnished as it is; but you 
know you' refused the pension ; and we ihouglit we 
could do no jess than make you some other re- 
compense." " This is loo much (I replied :) your 
generosity ought to hiive been confnied to the pre- 
sent of tiie estate, which is enough to crown my 
wishes: But, exclusive of your cu^l in maintaining 
so many people, at a great expence, I declare, that 
these people incommode and plague me. In a- 
word, tny lords, take back your estate, or allow mu , 
to enjoy it according to my own desire." I pro- 
nounced these last words with such a determined 
air, that the father and sun, who did not ut all 
intend to lay me under any constraint, promised, 
■t length, thai I should live as I pleased in my own 
boose. 

I' thanked them f.>r liaving granted me that 
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liberty, n itliout which I could not be happy ; when 
Doi\, Alphonso interrupted me, saying, "My dear 
Gil Bias, I will introduce you to a lady, who will 
be overjoyed to see you." With these words, he 
look me by the hand, and led me into the apart' 
ment of Serapbina, who screamed with joy when 
she saw me. " Madam, (said the governor,) I 
bdieve the arrival of our friend Sanlillane at Va- 
lencia is as agreeable to you as to me." — " That u 
what he ought to be convinced of, (answered she :) 
time has not made me lose the remembrance of the 
service he did me : and to the gratitude I myself 
owe him, I add that which I ought to have on your 
accounL" I told the lady governess, that I was 
bol too well requited for the danger I had shared 
with her deliverers, in exposing my life for her 
sake. After many mutual LOmpliments, Don Al- 
pbonso brought me back from Seraphina's apart- 
ment; and we rejoined Don Cssar, whom we found 
in a hall with several persons of quality, who came 
thither to dinner. 

All these gentlemen sainted me with fp-eat po- 
liteness ; and were the more civil to me, because • 
Dqh Ceesar had told them, that I was once one of 
the Duke of Lerma's principal secretaries. Per- 
haps, likewise, the. greatest part of ihem knew it 
was by my credit that Don Alphonso had obtained 
the government of Valencia; for every thing is 
known. Be that as it will, when we were at table, 
tlie new cardinal was the whole subject of the dii- 
coursc. Some gave, or affected to give, him great 
commendation ; wliile others seasoned their praise 
with some severe sneers. 

From hence I concluded, that they wanted I 
should enlarge upon' his eminence, and make them 
merry at his expence. I had some inclination to 
disclose my sentiments of him ; but I restrained my 
tongue : and this silence made me pass, in the opi- 
nion of the company, for a man of great discretion. 

After dinner, the guests retired to take their 
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siestas at their own homes : Don Ciesar and bii 
son, seized witb the sauie desire, sliut themselves 
up in their apartinencs : and I, impatient to 'see a 
city, the beauty of wliicli I had heard so much 
extolled, went out of the guveraor't. palace, wiUi a 
design to stroll through the streets. At the gate, 
I met a man, who acco^ed me in these words 
" Signior de Sautillane, give me leave to salute 
you." When I asked who he was ; " I am now 
(said he) Don Ctesar's valet de cbambre ; but was 
otie of his lacquies, while you was his steward : I 
made my court to you every morning, because yoa 
was very kind to me; and I informed you of every 
thing that liappened in the liouse. Don't yon 
remember, rtiat I one day gave you uolice, tliat the 
surgeon of tiie village of Leyva was privately ad- 
mitted iutathechaniber of Dame LoreiicaSepbora^" 
"I have not forgot' it, (I replied:) but a-propos 
what is become of that duenna?" — "' Al^s! (said he) 
aAer your departure the poor creature pinod away, 
and died, more regretted by Seraphiiia than by 
Don AlphonEo, who seenled very little afflicted at 
. lier death." 

Don CseSar's valet de chambre having thus in ' 
formed me of Sephora's melancholy end, made an 
apology fur having stopped nie ; and I continued 
my walk, sighing at the remembrance of that un- 
fortunate diienna, and lamenting her fate, which I 
iropiried to. myself; without considering that it 
was mofi! owing to her own cancer tlian to my 
cruelty. 

1 observed, with pleasure, all that was worth 
seeing in ibis city : the marble palace of the arch- 
bishop agreeably entertained my view, as well as 
the &ae porticos of the exchange ; but a large 
house, which I discerned at a distance, and which 
I saw a great number of people enter, attracted 
my atlentiop. I approached u, in order to know 
the reason of such a great concourse of men and 
women ; and was soon salisfieit, when I rpad these 
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words, writtea in goMen letters, on a stone of 
black marble, placed over the gate, La posada de 
los represantes.* And the players advertued in 
their bill, that tbey would that day, for the fint 
time, act a new tragedy compoRed by Don Gabriel 
Triaquero. 



CBAPTER V. 



I HTOFPED some minutes at the door, to view 
the people who went in ; and observed, that they 
consisted of at) ranks. I saw cavaliers ofa gented 
mien, and richly dressed, and some figares as or 
djnary as the clothes they wore. I perceived ladies 
of quality alight from their coaches, and go to the 
ttoxes, which tliey had ordered to be bespoka; and 
female adventurers go in with a view of aUnring 
cullies. This concourse of all sorts of spectators 
made me desirous of increasing the number. Just 
OS I was going to take a ticket, the governor and 
his lady arriving, discerned me in the crowd ; and 
ordering me to be called, carried me into their box, 
where I placed myself behind them, so as to be 
able to speak to both with ease. I found the house 
lull of people from top to bottom, the pit very 
much thronged, and the stage loaded with knights 
of the three military orders. " Here is (said I to 
Don Alphonso) a very numerous assembly." — " You 
must not 'be surprised at that, (answered he;} the 
tragedy to be represented is (he composition of Don 
Gabriel Triaquero, surnamed the modish poet. 
As soon as the play-bills advertise a new thing 
written by that author, tlie whole city of Valencia 
is in a flutter: the men as well as the wouwd 

, • The plsy'b(HiB«. 
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ulk of nothing but this piere ; oil the boxes kk 
b«spok«: mnd it being the first dayof ils repre- 
sentation, people are squeezed to death, endea- 
vouring to emer ; although every place is double 
filled, except the pit, which iliey dare not dis- 
oblige." — " Such madness ! (said I to the govwnorj) 
thai eager curiosity of the public, that furious im- 
patience to see every new production of Gabriel, 
gives me a high idea of the poet's genius." 

In this part of our conversation, the actors 
appeared; and we left off speaking immediately, 
in order to listen with attention. The applauses 
begap with the prologue ; every verse was attended 
with a brouhaha !* and at tlie end of each act, there 
was such a clapping of hands, that one would have 
thought the liouse was falling. After the per- 
formance, they shoned me the author, who went 
from box to box, modestly presenting his head for 
the laurels with which the gentlemen and ladies' 
prepaaed to crown him. 

We returned to the governor's palace, where 
three or four knights arrived in a little time: 
thither also came two old authors, esfeemed in 
their way, with a gentleman in Madrid, of under- 
standing and taste. As they bad all been at the 
play, the whole conversation at stipper turned upon 
the new piece. " Gentlemen, {said a knight of St. 
Jog^i) w'hat is your opinion of this tragedy.^ Is it 
not what you c^l a finished work r' Sublime thoughts, 
tender sentiments, manly versificaiion, de^cient in 
nothing; in a word, it is a poem adapted to people 
of tSste." — "I believe nobody can be of a contrary 
opinion, (said the knight of Alcantara;) -the piece 
'is full of strokes that Apollo seems to have dictated, 
and of situations conceived with infinite art. I 
uppeal tu this gentleman, (added he, addressing 
himself to the Castdian;) he seems to be a con- 
noisseur;' and I'll wager he is of my sentiment."—- 

' Brouhaha! a note of a|^lausc. 
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*' Don't wager, chevalier, (answered the gentleman, 
with a sarcastic smile,) we do not decide so hastily 
at Madrid : far from judging a piece at ils first 
representation, we distrust its beauties while they 
are in, the mouths of the actors : and how well 
■oever we may be affected to the author, suspend 
our judgment until we have read it : and, truly, 
It does nut always give us ihe same pleasure upon 
paper, that we received, from it on the stage. VV* 
scrupulously examine a poem before we esteem it, 
without being dazzled by the author's reputation, 
how great soever it may be. When Lope de Vega 
himself, and Calderona,* produced new. pieces, 
they found in their admirers severe judges, who 
would not raise ibem to the highest point of 
glory, until they judged them worthy of that ele- 
vation." 

" Zooks! (cried the knight of St. Jago,) we are 
not so fearful as you : we don't wait until a piece 
is printed, but in the first representation lix its 
value : there is not even occasion for our listening 
lo it with great attention ; if we know it to be a 
production of Don Gabriel, that is enough to con- 
vince us, that it is withou! blemish. The works of 
that poet ought to serve us as an epocha for the 
birth of taste : your Lopes and Calderonas were but 
apprentices in comparison of this great master of 
the singe." "T.'he gentleman, who looked upon 
Lope and Calderona as the Spanish' Sophocles and 
Euripides, was shocked at this rash ■ assertion. 
" Such dramatic sacrilege ! (cried he.) Since you 
oblige me, gentlemen, to Judge, like you, from a 
first representation, I must tell you, that I am not 
- St all satisfied with this new tragedy of your Don 
Gabriel : it is stuffed with strokes more shining 
than solid ; three parts in four of the verse are bad, 

* Don Pedro Calderona. de la Barea, knight of the order 
of St. Jago, and canou of Toledo : famous for the excel- 
knt comedies be has nritten. 
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Of mis-rliime(l ; the characters ill-conceived, aiid 
ill-siipporied ; and the sentiments are often very 
obscure," ' 

The two authors who were at table, and vho, 
through a reserve as commendable as rare, had 
said nothing, for fear of being suspected of jealousy, 

. Could not help applauding the gentleman's senti- 
ments with their eyes; which made me guess, tba( 
their silence was not so much owing to the per- 
fection of the work, as to other prudential reasons. 
As for the knights, they began again to praise Don 
Gabriel, whom they even placed among the gods. 
This extravagant apotheosis, and bliud idolatry, 

' made the Castilian lose all patience : he lifted up 
his hands to heaven, and all of a sudden exclaimed, 
in a £t of enthusiasm, " O divine Lope de Vega ! 
rare and sublime genius, who hast left an immense 
space between thee and all the Gabriels who at- 
tempt to reach thy excellence; and you, pithy 
Calderona! whose elegant softness, purged of epic 
stiffness, is inimitable j do not fear thai your altars 
will be demolished by this new pupil of the Muses, 
who will be very lucky, ii^iosterity, which you will 
delight, as you delight the present age, shall hear 
his name mentioned." 

This pleasant apostrophe, which nobody expected, 
raised the laugh of the whole company, which got 
up from table, and parted. Lwas conducted, by 
Don Alphonso's order, into an apartment prepared 
for me; there I found a good bed, in which my 
worship went to sleep, deploring (like the CastiUaD 
gentleman) the injustice which ignorant people did 
to Lope 'and Calderona. 
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C&aPTER VI. 

As I had not seen the whole city io my first 
-excursioD, I went out next day with an intention 
to take another walk ; and perceived in the street a 
Carthusian friar, who, doubtless, was going to per- 
form the affairs of his eompunity. He ws^ed 
with downcast eyes, and so devout an air, that he. 
attracted the notice of every body. As he passed 
close by me, I looked at him with attention, and 
thought I saw in him the very person of Don 
Raf^ael, die adveotorer who maintaitis such an 
bonouruble place in the first volume of my, me- 
moirs. 

I was so much astonished, so struck with this 
meeting, that, instead of accosting the monk, I 
stood immoveahle some minutes ; during which (le 
was gone a good way from me. "Just heaven! 
(said 1,) were ever two faces more alike! What 
must I think of this affair ? Can it be Raphael in- 
deed ; or can I doubt that it is he f" I was too 
curious to know the truth;' to remain long where I 
was. I asked the way to the monastery of, the 
Carthusians, whither 1 instantly repaired, in hopes 
of seeing my man again, when lie should return ; 
and firmly resolved to stop, and speak with him. I 
had BO occasion to wait for this : when I came to 
the gate of the convent, another face of my ac- 
quaintance turned my doubts into certainty : I 
recollected in the pot'ter my old valet Ambrose de 
Lamela. 

•We were equally surprised to find one another 
in that place. "Don't I dream, (said I, saluting 
him;) ifi it actually one of my frbnds whom I 
behold .'" He could not recollect Kie at first, or 
feigned himself ignorant of my features ; but con- 
sidering that this feint was useless, he affected th» 
■ir of^a person who remembers a thing all of a 
f F VoT III. 
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sudden: "Ah! Signlor Gil Bias! (cried fae,^ forgire 
my want of memory. Since I have lived in this 
b&ly place, and applied myself to fulfil the duties 
prescribed by our rules, I lose insensibly the re- 
membrance of what I have seen in the world." 

" I am sincerely rejoiced (said I) to see you, 
after an absmce of ten years, in such a reverend 
dress." " And I (he replied) am ashamed to appeac 
in tt, before a. person who has lieen witness of tlic 
guilty life I led. This dress incessantly upbraids 
me. Alas I (added he, sighing profoundly,} to be 
worthy of wearing it, I ought to have lived always 
in innocence." " By this discourse, wi(h which 1 
am charmed, (I resumed,) my dear brother, one 
may see that yon have been touched by the finger 
of die Lord. I repeat the assurance of my joy at 
the occasion ; and long earnesdy to hear in what 
miraculous manner you and Don Raphael have 
entered into the right way^ for I am persaaAed 
that it is he whom I just now met in the Carthu- 
sian habit. I am sorry that I did not atop him in 
the street, and speak to him ; and I wait here £at 
his return, in order to repair my neglect," 

" You are not mistaken, (said Lamela to me ;) it 
was Don Raphael Jiimseif whom you saw : and as 
to the detail you desire, here it is. After we parted 
from yon, near Segorba, the son of Lucinda and I 
took the road to Valencia, with a design of playing 
some new trick of our profession in that city. One 
day, by accident, we went into the church, of the 
Cartlmsians, while tlie monks were singing psalms 
in the chok. We considered them attentively, and 
experienced, that even the wicked cannot help 
honouring virtue. We admired the fervour with 
which they prayed to God, their immortal air, their 
Blinds detached from the pleasures of the age, as 
welt as the serenity that reigned in their counte- 
nances, and so well expressed the repose of their 
consciences. 

" While we made these observatioai, we fell into 

\ 
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• reverie, that became very salutary unig us. We 
compared our morals with those of the ^od monks,' 
and the difference which we fonnd filled ns with 
■orrow and disquiet. ' lAmela, (said Don Raphael 
to me, when we came out of the cbnrch,) how art 
thod affected with what we have seen .'.for my part, 
I cannot conceal from thee the anxiety of my mind. 
I am agitated hy emotions hitherto unknown lo 
me, and for the first time of niy life, my conscience 
upbraids me with my iniquity.' ' I am in the self- 
same disposition, (answered I :) the evil actions 
which I have committed, at this instant rise up 
against me ; and^y heart, which was before hard- 
' ened against repentance, is now torn with remorse.* 
*Ab! dear Ambrose! (resumed my comrade,]^e 
are two strayed sheep whom the heavenly FinRr, 
through ]Hty, intends to bring back into the fold. 
It is he, my child, it is he, who calls to ui ; let ui 
agt be deaf lo his voice. Let us renounce cheat- 
ing, quit the libertinism in which we live, and begin 
from this very day to labour serionsly in the great 
work of our salvation. We must spend the rest of 
our days in this convent, and consecrate them to 
piety and penitence.' 

"1 applauded JElaphael's sentiments, (continued 
brother Ambrose,) and we formed the generous 
rasolution of becoming Carthusians. To pUt this 
in execution, we addressed ourselves to the father 
prior, who no sooner understood our design, than, 
in order to prove our vocation, he accommodated 
AS with cells, and we were treated like monks dur- 
ing a whole year. We followed the rules with such 
exactness, and constancy, that we were received 
<mong the novices. We were so well satisfied with 
our situation, and so full of ardour, that we cou- 
rageously underwent the toils of the noviciate; we 
then professed : after which, Don Raphael appear- 
ing endued with a genius for business, was chosen 
assistant to an old father, who was at that time 
^icitor. The^n of Lucinda would have rather 
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«peiit hU whole (iiiie in prayer, hot lie wax leUiged 
' to sacrifice Jiis iHclinirtioi] to thw ^od of .tfae con- 
vent. 'H« ac^jujred tudn A .periect knowieds^e of 
the interests of tbe biNise, that he ^wes "deemed 
capable sf £Uing t)ie,p1ace of the old solicitor, who 
died three years after. Don jRaphad actiw% «x- 

'ercises tiiat enpployitient at piesent, and acqirita 
himself'in it to the great satisfaMiDati^ kII oar 
fathers, who praise his o«Michict -vny mul^ in the 
administration of his tMsporKiities. Whatievoy 
surprising is, that, in spite of the care of celleoiiiig ■' 
our revettues, with whiCh be is ' in vested, he seena 
engrossed ' by eternity al<HK. ^m) wfien b)<t]aasi- 
ness leaves hioi « momeDtto btniBfllf, he .cmpicwi 
it in the most profound meditatioo. In a vcan, he 
ic;'6ne of the Jiolieat wotfks in our monanery." 

In this placeJ interrupted Laniela trith^ tran- 
sport of joy,- (bat I expressed at tbestght of Ha- 
phae), who arrived. *' There^ (cried I,} ihet« i%lie 
holy solicitor for whom I waited » impatiently." 
At the same titne I ran up and elf(brfR^ed fani. ' He 
received my salutation with a good. grace; and, 
without discovering the, least wrprue at meeting, 
said to me, with a voice full of sweetness, "God 

' be praised, Siguior de Saoiillane, Gnd be ^iraised 
for the pleasure I have in seeing yon !" " Tnriy, 
(I replied,] ipy dear Rapb^, fshare as mnoh^ai 

. possible in your bat^ness. B rosier Ambrose has 
recounted to me the history of your ooovetvioa, 
and I was charmed with tbe ^narratton. WbM ad- 
vantage have you both, my friends, in being aUe 
to flatter yoursetves, that you are af the Email 
number of the elect, who will one day enjoy eter- 
nal felicity !" * 

" Two wretahes such as< we are (resumed the Boa 
ofLucinda, with an air of great numility) ought 
jot to conceive such hopei; but the repentance ot 
tinners makes diem find favour with the Father ot 
mercy. And y«u, Signior Gil Bias, (added he,) 
don't, you ' also think of deservinf pardo'n for the 
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crimes yon have committed ? What business brings 
you to Valeocia ? Don't you nnbappily filt some 
dangerous employoieni in this place r" "No, thank 
God, (I replied,) since I quitled the court, I have 
led the life of an honest man. Sometimes at an 
estate, which I have some leagues from hence, I 
enjoy the pleasure of the country ; and sometimes 
I come to make merry with the governor of Valeq- 
cia, who is nay friend, and one whom you both 
koow perfectly well." 

Thea I resounted the history of Don Alphonso 
de- Wyva,. to which they listened with attention i. 
and. when I told them I had carried from that 
Dobteniao to Samuel Simon the three thousand 
ducats which we had stolen from him, Lamela iu- 
terrtipted me, and addressing himself to Kaphaei, 
" Father Hilary (said he,) at that rale, the mer- 
ch^t has no cause to complain of a robbery, for 
which he haa received restitution yfith usury, and 
we ought to have quiet consciences on that article." 
" ReaUy, (tajd the solicitor,) brother Ambrose antj 
I, before we entered this convent, seEit privately 
fifteen hundred, ducats to Samuel Simoa, by a, 
worthy clergyman who took the trouble of going 
to Xelva, ia order to make that restitution : so 
much the worse for Samuel, if he was capable of 
touching that sum, after having been reimbursed 
of the whole by Sigtiior Je Santillane." " But 
(sud 1 to them) are you sure that your fifteen 
hundred ducats were faithfully remitted to him '"' 
" Questionless, (cried Don Raphael ;) I will answer 
fiir the clergyman's integrity, as much as for my 
owtt" " And I will join in the security, (said 
L^mela ;) he is a holy priest used to these sort of 
commissions, and has had, for things deposited in 
his hands, two or three law-suits, which he gained 
with costs," * 

Our conversation lasted some time longer ; thea 
we parted, the^exhorting rae to have always the 
fear of the Lord before my eyes ; and I recommend- 
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ed myself to their decout prayers. Going straight 
to Don Alphonso, " You can't guess (said I to him) 
with whom 1 have had a long conversation. I have 
just parted with two veneralile Carthusians of your 
acquaintance ; one called Father Hilary, and the 
other brother Ambrose." " You are mistaken, (an- 
swered Don AlphonsD,} I know not one Carthu- 
sian." " Pardon me, (I replied,) you saw at Xelva- 
Brother Ambrose commissary, and Father Hilary 
secretary to the inquisition." " Good heaven ! 
(cried the governor with surprise,) h it possible 
that Raphael and Laniela are become Carthusians?" 
" Yes, indeed, (said I,) they have been professed 
monks some years. Tne first is solicitor, and the 
other porter of the convent." 

Don Seesar's son mused some minutes, then 
shaking his head, " Mr. Commissary of the inqui- 
sition and his secretary, (said he,) are, in my pi- 
nion, bent upon playing some new farce here." 
"You are prejudiced against ihem, (answered I.) 
For my own part, having conversed with them, I 
judge more favourably of their intention. It is 
true ve cannot dive into the heart ; but, in alt 
appearance, they are two converted sinners." 
"That may be, (resumed Don Alphonso;) there 
have been many libertines, who, after having scan- 
dalized the world by their irregularities, sliutlhem- 
lelves up in cloisters to perform a rigorous penance; 
and I wish our two monks may be of that sort." 
"Why should'they not.' (said I,) they have volun- 
tarily embraced a monastic life, and have already 
lived a long time like good friars." " You may 
say what you please, (replied the governor ;) I dou't 
like that the convent's cash should be in the haitds 
of this said Father Hilary, whose integrity I irannot 
help distrusting. When I Remember that fine detail 
he gave us of his adventures, I tremble for the 
Carthusians, I would willingly believe with you 
that he hap taken the habit from a very pious mo- 
tive, but die sight of the cash may awake his cu 
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piJity. A reformed drankard should never be left 
in a cellar." 

Tlie suspicion of Don Alphonso was fully justi- 
fied in a few days. Father Solicitor and Brother 
Porter disappeared with the cash. This piece of \ 
news, which was immediately spread all over theN" 
city, afforded great mirth to the wits, who always 
rejoice at the misfortunes which happen to en- 
dowed nwnks. As for the governor and me, we 
pitied the Carthusians, without boasUog of our 
acquaintance with (be two apostles. 



CHAPTER VII. 



1 BFENT eight days at Valencia in high tasle, 
living among counts and marquisses. Shows, balls, 
concerts, entertainments, conversations with the 
ladies, and other amusements, I enjoyed by the 
favour of the governor and his lady, to whom I 
paid my court so successfully, that when I set out 
for Lirias they were sorry to part with me. They 
even obliged me to promise that I would divide 
my time between (hem and my solitude; and it 
was agreed that I should live at Valencia' in the 
winter, and spend the summer at my own house. 
This convention being made, my benefuctors gave 
me liberty to go and enjoy their favonrs. 

Scipio, who impatiently expected my return, was 
overjoyed at seeing me; and I redoubled his plea- 
sure by a faithful report of my journey. " Well, 
iny friend (said I to him afterwards,) bow didst 
thou spend the day in my absence ? didst thou 
divert thyself agreeably? " As well (answered he) 
as a servant could, to whom nothing is so dear as 
the presence of his master. I have walked all over 
our small territories. Sometimes seated on the 
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hr'aik of that fountain which h in our wood, I (oek 
pleasure in contemplating the beauty of its waters 
which are as pure as those of the aacred fountain' 
that makes the vast forest of Albuna echo with 
its noise ; and sometimes, stretched at the root oi 
a tree, heard the linnets and the nightingales tune 
their song. Id short, I have hunted, I have fished; 
and what gave me more satisfaction than all otheir 
amusements, I have read several books, as uselhl 
as entertaining." 

I interrupted my secretary with precipitation, to 
ask where he found these books. " I found them 
(said he) in a handsome library, which Mr. Joachim 
shewed me in this castle." " Ha ! in what part 
(said I) can this pretended library be ? Did we 
not visit the whole house on the first day of our 
arrival?" " So yon ima^iied, (answered. he;) but' 
you must know we surveyed three pavilions only 
and forgot the fourtit, where Don Ceesar, when he 
came to Unas, usually employed a part of his time 
in reading. There are in this library exceeding 
£Ood books left for you, as an assured entertain- 
ment, when our gardens, stript of their Sowers, 
and our woods of their leaves, shall have nothing 
left to amuse us. The noblemen of Leyva have 
oot done tbiugs by halves, but provided food for 
the mind as well as for the body." 

Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, 1 followed 
bim into the fourth pavilion, which presented a 
very agreeable scene to my view. I beheld a 
chamber, which from that hour I destined to be 
my apartment, as it had been Don Caesar's. The 
bed of that nobleman was still there, together with 
all Uie rest of the furniture: that is, a tapestry with 
. figures representing the rape of the Sabine women. 
From this room I went into a closet, surrounded 
with low presses filled with books, over which ap- 
peared the portraits of alt our kings. There were 
also bard by a window, from whence we had a view 
of a most delightful country, an ebony hureHU 
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Btandin^ before a large sopha, covered with black 
maroquin. But I bestowed my chief attention 
upon the library, which was composed of philoso- 
phy, poetry, history, and a great number of ro- 
mances on the subject of knight-errantry. I con- 
cluded, that Don Ca;sar loved this last kind of 
writiag, since- he had made such plentiful provision 
of it. I must confess, to my shame, that 1 was nb 
less pleased with these productions, nottfithstancl- 
ing^ all the extravagancies with which they are 
interwoven ; whether rt was owing to my being at 
that time no very considerate reader, or thai Spa- 
niards in general are too much captivated by the 
marvellous ; I will say nevertheless, that T took 
more pleasure in sprightly books than morality; 
and that Lucian, Horace, and Erasmus, became my 
favourite authors. 

" Friend, (said I to Scipio, when I had surveyed 
my library,} here is amusement indeed ; hut our 
piesent business is to retrench our house-keeping." 
" f will spare you that task (answered he.) During 
your absence I have studied your people, and now 
may boast of knowing them perfectly well. Let 
us begin with Mr, Joachim, who (I belie^'e) is a 
complete rogue, and 1 don't doubt that he was 
turned out of the archbishop's service for hating 
committed arithmetical blunders in his accounts. 
Nevertheless, we must keep him for two reasons ; 
the first is, because he is a good cook ; and .the 
second, because I shall always have an eye over 
him ; I will be a spy upon bis actions, and he must 
be as cunning as the devil if he is able to deceive 
me. I have already tgjd him that you intend to 
dismiss three fourths ofyour servants; a piece of 
news that gave him some pain : and he assured' me, 
that feeling an Inclination to serve you, he would, 
rather than leave the house, be contented with the 
.half of his present wages; a "circumstance which 
makes me suspect that there is some girl m the 
village from whom he wQuld not willingly remove, 
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At for the cook's assietnnt, (added he,) be is 4 
drunkard, and the porter an insolent fellow, for 
whom we have not the least occasioo, any more 
than for the fowler ; I can easily &11 up the place 
of this last, as I will shew you to-morrow, sinct 
we have plentj' of fusils, powder and shot. With 
regard to the tacquies, there is one of them from 
An-agoii Beemincly a good lad, him we will keep ; 
the rest are such rogaes, that I would not advige 
you to retain them, even if you wanted an hun- 
dred valets. 

Having maturely deliberated on this affair, we 
resolved to keep -the cook, scullion, Arragonian 
ibotman, and rid ourselves honourably of the rest. 
This was eiecuted that very day, by means of some 
pistoles which Scipio took from our strong box, and 
divided aifiong them by my order. When we had 
made tbis reformation, we established a certaia 
order in the house, regulated the office of each do- 
mestic, and began to live at our own expence. I 
would have.been contented with a frugal ordinary; 
but my secretary, who loved ragouts and dainties, 
was not the man to leave Mr. Joachim's skill un- 
employed. He kept him so well at' work, (hat our 
dinners and suppers might have tened a company 
of Bemadine monks 
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Two days after my return from ^ ilcncia to 
Liirias, Basil the labourer, my farmer, caAie m the 
tnorning (o ask leave to present Antonia bis dangh- 
ter, who (he said) wanted to have the honnur of 
saluting her new master. 1 told him, that it would - 
give roe great pleasure ; upon which he went out, 
and returned soon after with the fair Antonia. I 
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ihmk I may give that epithet to a maid of sixteeo 
en- eighteen years, who, with the most regular fea- 
tures, possessed the fairest couiplexion and iiuejt 
eyes in the world. Though she was clad in a stuff 
gown, her rich air, majestic port, and graces that 
do not always accompany youth, dignified the sim- 
plicity of her dress. She wore no cap on her head, 
her hair being tied up fiehind with a knot of dowers,. 
in the manner of the Lacediehionian women. When 
she entered my chamber, I was as much struck 
with her beauty as the knights of Charlemagne'g 
court with the charms of Angelica. Instead ot 
receiving Antonia with ease, and saying kind things 
to her ; instead of congratulating the father on hii* 
happiness in having such a charming daughter, I 
stood confounded, astonished, and mute. Scipio, 
who perceived my disorder, spoke in my room, and 
was at the expence of those praises which I owed 
to that lovely creature. As for her part, not at all 
dazzled by my figure, in my morning gown and cap 
she saluted me without any concern, and made me 
a compliment, which, though common, enchanted 
my affection. In tlie mean time, whi.e my secre- 
tary, Basil, and his daughter, were employed \n 
mutual civilities, I recollected myself; and to make 
amends for the stupid silence -I had hitherto kept, 
passed from one extreme to another, launched out 
into gallant discourse, and spoke with so much 
vivacity, that 1 alarmed Basil, who, looking upon 
me already as a man who would put every thing 
in practice to seduce Antonia, went out of my 
apartment with her in a hurry, resolved perhaps to 
withdraw her from my eyes for ever. 

Scipio, seeing himself alone with me, said with a 
smile, " Here is another resource against the tedious 
hours. I did not know that your farmer had such 
a handsome daughter, having never before seen her, 
though I have been twice at her father's house : he 
must be at great paiqs to conceal her ; and t com- 
mend his carp. I^gad, she's a delicate morsel ! But 
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(added he,) 1 believe I need not say so to yoii, who 
were daxzled by her at first sight." " I dont deny 
jt, (answered I.) AH ! my child, I thought I saw a 
cofestial substance. She inflamed me all of a sud- 
den, and pierced my heart with au arrow swift as 
lightning." 

" I am ravished (replied my secretary) to learn 
Ihat you are at last in love. You wanted a mis- 
tress to make yon enjoy perfect happiness in your 
solitude. Thank heaven, you have now all sorts of 
conveniences. I know (continued he) that we shall 
have some difficulty in deceiving the vi^lance of 
Basil ; but leave that to me : I undertake in three 
days to procure for you a private interview with 
Antouia." " Mr. Scipio, (said I,) perhaps you might 
not be able to keep your promise ; but this is not 
what I am curious to try. I have no intention to 
tempt the virtue of that girl, who seems to deserve 
thnt I should entertain other sentiments of her. 
Wherefore, far from exacting of your zeal that you 
should assist me in dishonouring her, I am resolved, 
by your mediation, to espouse her, provided her 
heart is not engaged to another." " I did not ex- 
pect (said he) to see yon take such a sudden reso- 
lution to marry. Many country gentlemen in your 
place wonld not deal so honourably ; they would 
never entertain legitimate views with regard to 
Antonia, until they had tried others to no purpose. 
But, however, (added he,) don't imagine that 1 
condemn your love, and seek to dissuade you from 
your design. Your farmer's daughter deserves the 
honour you intend for her, if she can bestow upon 
you a heart unengaged, and sensible of your gene- 
rosity. This I must inform myself of to-day, in a 
conversation with the father, and perhaps with her- 
self." 

My confidant, who was a punctual man in per- 
forming his promises, went privately to visit Basil, 
and in the evening came to me in my closet, where 
I waited with impatience mingled with fear. Draw- 
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iDff a good omen from his cheerfal look, " If! may 
believe (said I) that smile on thy face, thou comest 
to signify that I shall soon enjoy my wish." "Yes, 
my dear master, (he replied,) every thing is propi- 
tious to you. I have had h conversation with Basil 
&nd his daughter, to whom I declared your inten- 
tion. The father is overjoyed to hetir you desiga 
to be bis son-in-law ; and I can assure yoii, that 
you are very much to Antnnia's taste." " O heaven! 
(cried I, ill a transport of joy) what! am I so happy 
as to be agreeable to thatlovely creature?" "Doubt- ■ 
less, (he resumed.) She already loves you. I have 
not indeed drawn that confession from her mouth'; 
but I am convinced of her passion, by the gaiety 
she discovered when she understood your desiga. 
Nevertheless (added he,) you have a rival." " A 
rival !" (cried I, changing colour.) " You need not 
be much alarmed, (said he :) that rival will not rob 
you of the heart of your mistress ; he is no other 
thanMr. Joachim, your cook." "Ah ! thehangdog! 
(■aid I. bursting into a 6t of laughter) this was 
his reason for shewing such reluctance to quit my 
service." "The very same, (answered Scipio.) He 
some days ago demaoded Antonia in marriage, and 
met with a polite refusal." " With deference to 
thy better advice (I resumed,) methinks it will be 
proper to rid ourselves of the rogue, before he can 
get notice that-I intend to marry Basil's daughter ; 
a cook, thou knoivest, is a dangerous rival." " You 
are io the right (replied my confidant ;) we must 
clear the Itouse of him. I wilt give him his leave 
to-morrow morning I>efore he begins to work, and 
then you shall have nothing to fear either from his 
sauces or his love, I am sorry, however, to lose 
tuch an excellent cook; but I sacrifice my palate to 
your safety." " Thou needest not regret him so 
much, (said I ;) the loss is not irreparable : I will 
send to Valencia for a cook as good as he." And 
indeed I wrote immediately to Don Alphonso, that 



,„ Cookie 



m ADVENT0RE3 OF GIL ULAft. 

I bad occasion for a cook ; aod the very next day 

he SPDt one who consoled Scipio at once. 

Although the zealous secretary had told me that 
he perceived Antoiiia was pleased in her heart with 
the cooqueiit which she had made of her master, I 
durst not depend upon hU report, being appreheo- 
sive that he might have been deceived by false 
appearances. To be more sure of the matter, I 
resolved to speak in person to the fair Antonia ; 
and repairing to Basil's house, confirmed what my 
ambassador bad told him. That honest peasant, a 
man of frankness and simpUcity, having heard my 
desire, assured me that he would bestow his 
daughter upon tne with the utmost satisfaction; 
" hut (added he) don't think that it is on account 
of your being lord of the manor. Were you still 
no more than the steward of Don Ceesar and Doa 

' Alphonso, I would prefer you to all the other suit- 
ors who present themselves. I have always bad a 
regard for you ; aud what gives me the most con- 
cern is, that Antonia cannot bring you a lar^ 
fortune." " I ask nothing with her, (said 1 >) her 
person is all the wealth to which I aspire." " Your 
most humble servant ! (cried he :) that is not my 
intention : I am not such a beggar as to marry my 
daughter in that manner. Basil de Buenotrigo is 

' in a condition, thank God, to give her a dowry ; 
and for every dinner you bestow upon her, slie 
shall afford a supper to you. In a word, the rent 
3f your estate, which is but five hundrfd ducats, 
shall amount th a thousand by virtue of this mar- 
riage." 

" You shall do in that as you please, my dear 
Basil, (I replied ;) we shall have no disputes about 
interest ; and now that we are agreed, the sole bu- 
siness is to obtain the consent of your danghter." 
"You have mine, (said lie,) and that is enough." 
" Not altogether (answered I ;) if yours is neces- 
lary, her's is so too.*' " Her's depends upon me, 
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S^id be:) I would fain see her refiise!" "Antonia, 
I resumed,) submissive !o paternal authority, is 
ready, without doubt, to obey you impUcitly ; but 1 
doo't know if she can do it upon this occasion with- 
out reluctance : and if she can'tj I should never be 
consoled for having' made her unhappy ; in short, 
it.is not enough for me to obtain ber hand of you, 
unless ber heart goes to the bargain." "By'r lady! 
(said Basil) I don't understand all this philosophy 
Bpeak yourself to Antonia, and you shall see, if I- 
am not mistaken, that she/ desires no better than 
tabe your wife." So sayin(^,-he called his daughter^ 
and left me alone with her for a minute or two. 

That I might enjoy the precious opportunity, I 
came to the point at once. " Fair Antonia (said I,) 
determine my fate. Although I have your father's 
consent, don't think that I intend to avail mysel. 
of it, in doing violence to your inclination. Charm- 
ing as it is, I renounce the possession'of you, i. 
you say that I must owe it to your obedience only." 
" That If what I will not say (answered sbe :) your 
addresses are too agreeable to give me pain ; and, 
instead of murmuring, I approve of my fathn'i 
choice. I don't know (continued she) whether I 
do well or ill in talking thus; but if you was dis- 
agreeable to me, I should be frank enough lo own 
it ; why then may I not say the contrary with the 
same freedom V 

At these words, which I could not hear without ' 
being charmed, I kneeled before Anlonia, and, in 
the excess of my joy, seizing one of her fair hands, 
kissed it with the utmost tenderness and passion. 
" My dear Antonia, (said I,) I am enchanted with 
your frankness ; continue the same unconstrained 
behaviour ; and as yon speak to your husband, dis- 
close your whole soul to his view. May I then 
flatter myself that you will be pleased to see your 
fortune joined to mine?" Basil coming in at that 
instant, hindered me from proceeding. Impatient 
to know his. daughter's* answer, and ready togruni- 
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ble, bkd she «bewn tli^e least aversion for me, " Well, 
(said he,) are you satisfied with AatoiuB ?" " I am 
■a tvel) satisfied with her (answered I,) that I will 
ibis very moment go apd make preparations for iny 
marriage." So sayiDg, I took my leave of the fa 
Jier and daughter, to go and consult with my » 
cKtary od that subject. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Altbouoh I was under no necessity of ob 
taioing the peroiission of the no^emen of lieyva, 
Scipio and I concluded, that we could not in ho- 
nour omit ioiparting to them my design of marry- 
ing Basil's daughter, and of asking their consent, 
out of good manners. 

I set out immediately for Valencia, where they 
were as much surprised to see me, as to bear tlie 
cause of my journey. Don Cfesar and his son hav- 
ing seen Antonia more than once, congratulated 
me on iny choice. Don Cfesar, especially, compli- 
mented me upon it with such vivacity, that if 1 had 
not believed faim to be a man quite weaned from 
certain amusements, I should have suspected that 
he bad gone sometimes to Lirias, to see his farmer's 
daughter, ralhw than to visit bis own bouse. Se- 
rophina, after having assured me that she would 
always bear a large part in what should concern 
me, said she had heard a veVy good character o. 
Anlonia : " But (added she with a satirical look, 
as if she reproaciied me for the indifference with 
•which I repaid Sephora's passion,) if I bad not 
heard her beauty extolled, I should depend upon 
your taste, the delicacy of which I know." 

Don Cfiesar and his son not only approved of my 
marriage, but declared thttt they would defray the 
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whole expence of it. " Go back to Lirias, (said 
Ihey,) and make yourself easy until you hear from 
us. Make no preparation for your nuptials, but 
leave that to our care." In compliance with their 
desire, I returned to my house, and making Basil 
and his daughter acquainted with the intention of 
our patrons, we waited their order as patiently as 
we could. During eight days, however, we received 
none: but to make amends, on the ninth, a coach 
and four arrived full of mantua-makers, and rich 
Stufis for the bride's clothes, and escorted by se- 
veral men in livery, mounted on mules. One ol 
ihem brought a letter for nie, from Don Alphonso, 
importing that he wnuld be at Lirias next day, with 
bis father and spouse, and that the ceremony of my 
marriage should be celebrated on the day follow- 
ing, by the grand vicar of Valencia. Accordingly, 
Don Ceesar, his son, and Seraphina, did not fail to 
come with tbat clergyman, all four together in a 
coach and six, preceded by another drawn by four, 
in which were Seraphina's women, and attended 
by the governor's guards. 

My lady governess was scarce arrived, when she 
expressed the utmost impatience to see Antonia, 
who, on ber part, no sooner understood that Sera- 

Ebina was alighted, than she ran to salute ber, and 
issed her hand with such a good grace, that al'. 
the company admired her politeness. "Well, ma- 
dam (said Don Ccesar to liis daughter-in-law,) what 
do you think cf Antonia? Could Santillane have 
made a better choice ?" " No, indeed (replied Se- 
raphina,) they are worthy of each other, and I 
don't doubt thai their union .will be perfectly 
happy." In short, every one praised the bride ; 
and if she was much applauded in her country 
ijarb, every body was charmed vvith her when she 
appeared in a richer dress. Her air was so noble,* 
and her deportment so easy, that one would have 
thought she had never wore any other. 

The moment being arrived in which propitious 
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Bynien was to join my fate to hers, Don Alplionso, 
taking me by ihe hand, led me to tlie altnr, while 
Seraphina did the same honour to the bride. In 
this order we repaired to the village chapel, -where 
the vicar nttended to marry us; and that cereuioiiy 
was performed amidst the acclamations of the in- 
. habitants of Lirias, and all the rich farmers in the 
neighbourhood, whom Basil had invited to Anlo- 
nia's wedding, with their daughters dressed in 
ribbons and flowers, holding tabors in their bands. 
We then returned Xo ray house, wiiere, by the care 
of Scipio, who was contriver of the feast, we found 
three tables covered, one for the noblemen, another 
for their attendants, and the third, which was the 
largest, for the reiit of the guests. Autonia sat at 
the first, by desire of the lady governess ; I did the 
honours of the second, and Basil took care of the 
third. As for Scipio, he did not sit, but went from 
one table to another, employing himself in serving 
and satisfying every individual. 

As the eniertainnient was prepared by ttie go- 
vernor's cooks, it could not fail of being complete 
in all its parts. The good wines, of which Mr. 
Joachim had made ample provision, were drank 
with profusion ; ihe guests began to wax warm, 
and mirth and jollity reigned, when we were, all 
of a sudden, interrupted by an incident that alarm- 
ed me. My secretary being in the hall, where I 
•at at table with the principal otlicers of Don Al- 
phonso, and Seraphina's women, fell down upon the 
floor, without sense or motion. 1 ran to his assist- 
ance, and while I was busied in bringing him to 
himself again, one of Ihe women fainted away. All 
the company concluded that there must be some 
mystery in this double swooning, as it actually 
concealed one, which in a little time was explained ; 
for, soon after, Scipio recovered his spirits, and 
said to nie, sofity, " Wliy should the happiest of 
your diiys be the most disa^reeabie of mine? It 
IS impossible for one to shun his de^tiiM- (added he:) 
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1 have found my wife in the person of one of Sera- 
pbina's maids." 

" What do I hear ! (cried I) that is not possible • 
What ! art thou the husband of the lady who wai 
taken ill at the snnne time with thee ?" " Yet, Sir 
(he replied,) I am her husband ; and fortune, 1 
swear, could not play me a more villanous trick 
than that of bringiitg her to my view." " I don't 
know, my friend, (said 1,) what reason thou hast 
to complain of thy wife ; but, whatever cause she 
may have given thee, pray constrain thyself; if 
thou lovest me, do not disturb this entertainment 
by shewing thy resentment." " You shall be satis- 
fied with my behaviour (replied Scipio,) and see 
whether or not J can dissemble." 

So saying, he went up to his wife, who, by tlie 
assistance of her companions, was also recovered, 
and embracing her with the appearance of as much 
passion as if he had been ravished to see hec again : 
" Ah ! my dear Beatrice (said he,} heaven unitei 
us again, after ten years of separation ; O happy 
moment forme!" "I don't know (answered his 
wife,) whether or not you really feel any joy in 
meetmg me here ; but this I am certain of, 1 gave 
you no just cause to leave me. What ! you found 
meoiie night with Signior Don Ferdinand delrfyva, 
who was in love with my mistress Julia, and whose 
passion I assisted ; and you took it in your bead 
that I listened to him, at the expence of your and 
my honour: thereupon jealousy turned your brain; 
you quitted Toledo, and fled from me as from a 
monster, without deigning to come to an explana- 
tion ! Which of us two, if you please, has the most 
reason to complain .''" " You, to be sure," (replied 
Scipio.) " Yes, doubtlfts(said she.) Don Ferdinand, 
soon after your departure from Toledo, married 
Jt^ia, with whom I staid as long as she lived ; 
and since we were robbed of her, by an untimely 
death, I have been in the ^service of my lady her 
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Bister, who, as nell as ber women, can answer for 

the purity of my morals," 

My secretary, at this diGcourse, tbe falsity of 
which' he could not prove, behaved as became him. 
** Once more (said lie to his wife) I own my fault, 
and ask pardon before this honourable assembly." 
Then I, interceding for him, begged that Beatrice 
would forget what was past ; assuring her, that, for 
the future, her husband's sole study should be to 
give her satisfaction. She yielded to my intreaty, 
and the whole company applauded their re-union : 
for the belter celebration of which, they were made 
to sit by one another. Their health was toasted ; 
every body complimented them, and the feast seem- 
ed to have been made rather on account of their 
reconciliation than of my nuptials. 

The third table was the first forsaken. The young 
peasants got up to dance with the country maids, 
who, by the noise of their tabors, soon brought the 
company from tbe other rooms, and inspired them 
with the desire of fullowing their esam^Ie. Every 
body was now in motion : the governor's officers 
began to dance with the attendants of my lady 
governess; the noblemen themselves mingled in tbe 
diversion. Don Alphonso danced a saraband with 
Seraphina. Don Caesar performed with Antonia, 
who came afterwards and took me out, acquitting 
herself pretty well, considering that she had only 
received a few lessons in the house of a relation, 
who was the wife of a citizen of Albaraiin. As 
for me, who had learned in the house of the Mar- 
chioness of Chaves, the assembly looked upon me 
as a great dancer. ' With regard to Beatrice and 
Scipio, they preferred a private conversation to 
daucing, and gave each oAer an account of what 
bad happened to them since their parting : but they 
wereinterruptedbySerapbina, who, being informed 
of their meeting, sent for them to express her joy 
at their recoDciTiatioii.* *' My children, (said she,) 
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on this day of njoicing^ it is an addidon to my 
satisfaction to see you mtond to each other. 
FrieDd Scipio, I give you back your spoute, and 
protest to yon, that Iter conduct has always beea 
irreproachable: you may live here hnppily together 
and you, Beatrice, attach yourself to Antonia, and 
be as much devoted to her as -your husband is to 
Stgnior de Santillane." Scipio, after this, could 
not help looking npon his wife as another Penelope 
■and promised to treat her with all imaginable a& 
fection. 

The yooirg peasants and their partners, havii^ 
danced all day, retired to their own houses ; but 
the festival was continued at the castle, where -a, 
magnificent supper was prepared ; and when it was 
time to go to rest, the grand vicar bl^gsed the nnp- 
tia) bed ; Seraphina undressed the bride, and the 
noblemen of Leyva did me the same honour. What 
was merry enough, the officers of Don AlphonsO) 
and the ladies of the governess, took it in their 
heads to perforni the same ceremony to Beatrice 
and Scipio, who, to make the scene more comical, 
very gravely allowed themselves t~ be stripped and 
put to bed. 



CHAPTER X. 



On the very next day after my marriage, the 
lords <^ Leyva returned to Valencia, after having 
given me a thousand new marks of friendship ; so 
that my secretary and I remained in the house, 
with our wives and servants only. 

The care which both of us took to please the 
ladies was not ineffpctnal: in a little time I in- 
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aplred my wife with as much love for me as I hwl 
for her; afid Scipio made his spouse forget the 
sorrows which he had inftde her suffer. Beatrice^ 
who had a pliant, obliging temper, easily insinuated 
^erseir into the favour, and gained the con6dence 
of her mistress, fn short, we agreed, all four, to 
admiration, and began to enjoy a situatiou worthy 
of envy. All our days glided away ia the most 
agreeable amusements. AntoniewR9 naturally grave, 
but Beatrice and I were very gay ; and had we been 
otherwise, Sctpio's presence was enough to~ keep off 
melancholy. He was an incomparable fellow for 
society ; one of those comical creatures, whose ap- 
pearance alone can make a company merry. 

One day that we took a whim, after dinner, to 
go and tak«B siesta in the most agreeable place of 
the wood, my secretary was in such good humeur, 
:bat he banished all desire of sleeping by bis merry 
discourse. " Hold thy tongue, friend, (said I,) or, 
if thou art resolved to keep us from taking our nap, 
entertain us with some story worthy of -our atten- ■ 
tlon." 

" With all my heart, Str, (answered he :) shall I 
. reconnl the history of King Pelagius?"* "I would 
rather hear thy own (I replied ;) but that is a plea- 
sure thou hast not thought. proper to give me sine? 
we lived together, nor ever will, I suppose." " And 
what is the reason? (said he.) If I have not re- 
counted my own history, it was because you never 
expressed the least liesire to hear it: it is not, 
therefore, my fault that you are ignorant of my 

* PeligiuB, the flrat Kinft of LeDn, reigned ia the eighth 
century ; and he lived siime lime in subjeclloH to the Sara- 
cens in Spain ; but resolving to shnke olT the yoke of such 
barbarous tyranny, he put himself at the hrud of the Chris- 
tians who had fled Tor refuge ta the Astuiian mountains ; 
and being declared king, to'ik arms aeainsf the Infidels, 
whom having vunquishrd, in a bloody battle, he U>d Ae 
foundation of the kingdom ofLeon, in which be reigned 
twenty jean. 
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adTCntnres ; and if yoa are in the least curious to 
know them, I am ready to satisfy your curiosity." 
, Antogin, Beatrice, and I, took him at his word, and 
disposed ourselves in order to hear his narration, 
ffbich cpuld not miss of having a g<Ad effect, either , 
in diverting or lulling us asleep. 

Had it depended upon me, (said Scipio,) I should 
have heen the son of some grandee, or knight of 
Alcantara at least; but as one does. not ciioose his 
own father, you must know that mine was an 
honest soldier, of the holy brotherhood, Torribio 
Scipio by name. While he was travelling to and 
fro on the highway, where his profession obliged 
him almost always to be, he met by accident, one 
day, between Cuenca and Toledo, a young gipsy, 
whom he thought very handsome. She was alone, 
on foot, and carried her whole fortune in a^kind 
of knapsack on her hack : " Which way do you go, 
my dear?" said he to her, softening his voice, which 
was naturally rough. " Signior Cavalier, (answered 
she,) 1 am going to Toledo, where I hope to gain 
an honest livelihood in some shape or other." "Tliat 
IS a laudable intention, (he resumed,) and I don't 
doubt that you have more strings than one to your 
bow." " Tes, thank God (said she,) I have more 
talents than one ; I can compose pomatums and 
essences for the ladies ; I tell fortunes ; turn the 
sieve to find things that are lost ; and show all that 
people want to see in a glass or mirror." 

Torribio concluding that such a girl would be 
a very advantageous match for him, who could 
scarce live by his employment, though he was very 
dexterous at it, offered to marry her : she accepted 
the proposal, and they repaired with all diligence 
to Toledo, where they were wedded; and you see 
in me the worthy fruit of these noble nuptials. 
They settled in the suburbs, where my mother be- 
gan to sell pomatums and essences ; but that trade 
not answering, she became a fortune- teller. It wai 
then that she saw the crowns and pistoleK shower 
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upon her ; a thousand dup^s, of both sexei, sooc 
raised the reputation of Coacolina, which was tlwJ 
gipsy's name. Somebody came every day to beg 
she would emp^y her ministry for him ; sometimes 
a needy nephew, who wanted to linow when his 
uncle, whose sole heir he was, would set out tor 
ihe other world ; and sometimes a girl, wishing to 
know if a certain cavalier, to whom she had granted 
the favour, on promise of marriage, would keep his 
. word. 

■ Please to observe that my mother's predictions 
were always favourable to those who solicited 
them: if they proved true, good and well j but 
when they came back to reproach her, because the 
contrary of what she had prophesied came to pass, 
«he answered coldly, that ibey must attribute it to 
the daemon, who, notwithstanding the force of t]ie 
conjurations that she employed to make bim reveal 
what would happen, was sometimes so malicious as 
to dereive her. 

When my mother, for the honour of her pro- 
fession, thought she must make the devil appear 
in her operations, TorribioScipio always acted that 
part, which he performed perfectly well ; the rough- 
ness of his voice, and ugliness of his face, giving 
him an appearance sititable to the character which 
he represented. Those tbat were in the least 
timorous were always terrified by my father's 
fignre. But one day, unfortunately, ihere came a 
brutal fellow of a captain to see the devil, whom 
he ran through the body. The holy office, inform- 
ed of the devil's death, sent its officers to the house 
of Coscolina, whom they seized with all her effects; 
and I, who was then but seven years old, was put 
into the hospital of Los Nines.* There were in 
that house charitable clergymen, who, bping well 
paid for the education of poor orphans, were at the 
trouble of teaching them to read and write. They 

* 1^1 FftnoB, orphans, or rather boys. 
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Iqqked upon me as a promising child, and on tliat 
account distinguished me from the rest, by choosing 
ine to run on their errands. They sent me into 
the city with letters and messages ; and I nJade the 
responses at mass. By way of recompense, they 
undertook to teach me the Latin tongue ; bat they 
behaved m> rudely, and treated me with such 
rigour, notwithstanding the small services I did 
them, that, being no longer able to bear il, I ran 
away one morning early, when I was sent out oa 
an errand; and far from returning to the hospital, 
quitted Toledo by the suburbs that lie on the 
Seville side of the city. Though I was scarce yet 
nine years old, I felt a sensible pleasure in being 
free, and master of my own actions. I was without 
money, and without food ; but what didlhat signify? 
T bad no lessons to study, nor themes to compose. 
After having walked about two hours, my little 
legs began to refuse their service: I had never 
before made such a long Journey ; and I found 
myself obliged to halt, and give them some rest. I 
eat down under a tree, by the side of the road ; 
and there, for my amusement, took my Rudimentf, 
out of my pocket, and read it in sport; then 
remembering the stripes and floggings which it had 
made me receive, I fore out the leaves, saying in 
, great wrath ; " Ah, dog of a book ! thou shall never 
■^ make me shed tears again.!' While I thus glutted 
my revenge, strewing the ground about me with 
declensions and conjugations, a hermit passed by, 
with a white beard, large spectacles, ojid a vener- 
able air. He came up to me, and we examined 
each other with great eagerness. " M^ little gen- 
tleman, (said he, smiling,) we seem to look at one 
another with great attention : I believe it would 
not be a bad scheme for us to live together in my 
hermitage, which is not two hundred yards from 
hence." — " I am your humble servant ! (answered 
I, hastily :) I have no anibition to be a hermit." 
The good old man laughed at this reply; and 
G Vol- UI. ,-,10 , 
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erobraciog me, said, " Don't be frightened at my 
dress, ray son; though it is not agreeable, it is nse- 
ful ; it makes me lord of a charming retreat, and of 
the neighbouring villages j the inhabitants of whicb 
love, or rather idolize me. Contf along with me 
(added he,) and I will give you a jacket like tliia 
that I wear. If you choose it, you shall share with 
me the sweets of my retired life; and if you don't 
like it upon trial, you shall not only be at liberty to 
leave me, but you may be also- assured that I will 
not fail to give you a gratification at parting." 1 
tufiered myself to he persuaded, and followed tbe 
old hermit, who asked me several queetions ; to 
which I answered with an ingenuousness which I 
have. not always preserved in the sequel. When 
we came to the hermitage, he presented to me some 
fruit, which I devoured, having eaten nothing the 
whole day but a morsel of dry bread, on which I 
had breakfasted in the morning at the hospital. 
The anchorite, seeing me make such good use of 
my jaws, said, " Courage, my child ; don't spare 
the fruit ; I have ample provision of it, thank God : 
.and 1 did not bring thee hither to let thee starve." 
This was indeed very true ; for in less than an 
hour after our arrival he lighted a fire, spitted a leg 
of mutton; and while I turned the spit, covered a 
small table with a very dirty napkin, upon which he 
laid two plates, one for himself, and another for • 
me. When the mutton was ready, he took it ofi 
the spit, and cut some slices far our supper, which 
was not a dry meal ; for we drank excellent wine, 
)f which also he bad good store. " Well, my 
[hicken, (said he, when we had done eating,) art 
thou satisfied with my' ordinary ? This is the man- 
ner in which thou wilt be treated every day, if 
ihou livest with me. Besides, thou shalt do what 
JioQ pleasest in this hermitage. All that I exact 
of thee is, to accompany me when I go a begging 
through the neighbouring villages, and lead an au 
with two panniers, which the charitable peasanu 
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oiuall V fill with eggs, bread, flesh, and fith. ■ This 
is all I require of thee." — " I will do every thing 
you desire, (I replied^) provided you don't oblige 
me to learn Latin." Brother Chrysbttom (that wu 
the old hermit's natne) could not help laughing at 
niy simplicity ; and assured me anew, that he did 
not intend to force my inclination. 

We went a begging the yery next day ivith the 
sss, which I led by the halter, and reaped a plenti- 
ful harvest, every peasant being glad of an oppor- 
tunity to put something in our panniers: one threw 
in a whole loaf; another, a large piece of bacon ; a 
third, a partridge; in short, we brought honfe 
victuals enough for eight days; a circumstance 
that denotes the great friendship and esteem that 
the country people had for the hermiL Iris true 
he was of great use to them, in giving them his 
advice when they came to consult him, in re-esta- 
blishing peace in families, where discon) reigned, 
in marrying their daugliters, in furnishing them 
with remedies for a thousand sorts of diseases, and 
in teaching prayers proper for barren women, who 
wished to have children. 

By what I have said, you see that I was well fed 
in my hermitage. I was as well accommodated in 
point of sleeping: stretched upon good fresh straw, 
with a cushion of coarse cloth under my head, and 
. a covering of the same stuff over my body, 1 made 
hut one nap, which lasted all night long. Brother 
Chrysostom, who had promised to give me a 
hermit's garb, made one for me from an old robe 
that he used to wear, and called me little Brother 
Scipio. As soon as I appeared in tlie villages, in 
that regular habit, I was thought so handsome, that 
the ass was better loaded than formerly : the 
business was, who should give mt^t to the little 
brother, with whose figure they were so well 
pleased. 

The easy idle life which I led with the old 
hermit could not be disagreeable to a boy Of my 
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«ge '. aeoonhngly, I liked it so well, that I should 
favTE ccnHtnMd there still, if the Fates had aot 
«{Hin for me days of a very diSerent kind : but the 
destiny wUcti 1 wai boand to fulfil soon detached 
Bie froBi idleiiess, aiid made me quit Brother Chry- 
MMtotn, as y«rti shall hear. I frequently perceived 
tlie old man at work upon tbe cushion that served 
htia for a pillow ; be did iiothing but sew and uo- 
sew it ; and I observed one day that be ptit money 
into M. This remark was attended by a curiosity 
which I proposed to gratify tlie very first journey 
he siuMsld take b) Toledo, whither he was wont to 
^ once a week. I watted impatiently for the day, 
without having as yet any other desigD than ol 
flatisf)rmg my curiosity. At length the old man 
Kt out, Slid I ripped up his pillow, where 1 found 
among the wool with which it was filled, the value 
of aboat fifty crowns in different sorts of coin. 

Thistremsare, inall probs'bility, was the gratitude 
of the country pe<^le whom the hermit bad cured 
by his remedies, and -ctf the women who had been 
blessed with ctuldren, by virtue of his prayers. Be 
this as it wili, I no sooner siw that h was money, 
which J could Appropriate to myself with in»- 
panity, than my Egyptian disposition prevailed. I 
was seized with a desire of stealing it, which can 

- be attributed to nothing but tbe force of thai blood 
wluoh circulated in my veins. I yielded to the 
temptation withom resistance, secured the money 
in a kind of bag where we kept our combs and - 
night-caps ; then quitting my hermit's habit, and 
reraaaii^ that of the orphan, I ran away from llie 
nern>iiage, l>eiieving that I carried off in my bt^ 
the whole -riches of the Indies. 

¥ou have:heard my beginoing, (continued Scipio;) 
md I donH d^nbl diat yon expect a train of facta 
<tf the same nature : your expectation will not be 

, deceived ; I have many other such exploits to re» 
.nunt, before 1 come to my laudable actions : but I 
i«kU oam&Ui them at last; and yon will see, by my 

L Coo<;[c 
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narration, that a rogue may very well turn an 
honest man. 

Child as I was, 1 was not fool enough to return 
to Toledo ; that would have been expositig me to 
the chance of meeting Brother Chrysostom, who 
would have made me restore my treasure in a vety 
disagreeable mannei'; I followed another rc^c^ 
which conducted oie to the village of Galves, where 
I fitopt at an inn, the landlady of Which was a 
widow of forty, who had all the qualities requisite 
for. turning the penny. This woman no soonw 
cast her eyes upon me, than judging by my dreu 
that I was a fugitive from the orphao>hospital, sh« 
asked who I was, and whither I went. I answered, 
that having lost both ^ther and mother, I wanted 
to go to service. " Child, (said she,) canst thou 
read ?" I assured her, that I both read and wrote to 
admiration. Indeed, I could form my letters, and 
|oin them in such a manned as somewhat resembled 
writing, and that is enough for the occasions of a 
village tavern. " I take ihee into my service, (said 
the landlady;} thou wilt not be altogether useless, 
but shall keep an account of all my debts, active 
and passive. I wiH give thee no wages, (added 
she,) because the good company that come here 
never forget the servants; so that thou mayest 
depend upon receiving good perquisites." 

I accepted the proposal, reserving to myself, M 
you may well believe, the right of changing the air, 
as soon as my stay at Galves should become dis- 
agreeable. When I found myself engaged in the 
servif:e of this inn, I became very uneasy in my 
mind : I did m^t desire to be thought a moneyed 
man ; and was vtry ansious to know where I should 
conceal my hoard, so as that it should be secure 
from every stranger's band. I did not as yet 
know the house well enough, to trust to those 
places which seemed most proper to secure it 
With what perplexities are riches attended I I 
determined, however, to put my ba^ in a corner of 
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■our corn-loft, where there was straw ; and believing 
it more safe there llian in any otlier place, made 
myself as easy as possible. There were- three 
servants in this house, a fat hosller, a young maid 
of Galicia, and myself; each of us drew as much as 
we could from the travellers that hailed, whether 
they came on horseback or a-foot. I commonly 
caught some iialfpence of these gentlemen, when I 
brought in the bill; they gave something also to 
the hostler, for taking care of their beasts : but as 
for the Galician, who was the idol of all the car- 
riers that passed, she got as many crowns as we did 
farthings. Every penny that I received I carried 
to increase my treasure in the corn-loft; and the 
more I saw my wealth increase, the more did I feel 
my little heart attached to it : I sometimes kissed 
the specie, and contemplated the different pieces 
with a degree of rapture which none but misers 
can conceive. 

This affection for my treasure obliged me to g<. 
and visit it thirty times a day: I frequently met 
the landlady upon the stairs; and she being natu- 
rally distrustful, was curious, one day, to knowwh^it 
it was that could bring me every mbment to llie 
corn-loft. Thither therefore she went, and searched 
every comer, imagining that I, perhaps, concea'ed 
in that place some things which I had stole in .he 
house. She did not forget to remove the st.aw 
that covered my bag, which having found, she 
opened it; and seeing crowns and pistoles appt^r, 
believed, or pretended to believe, that I had stole 
them from her. She seized the sum total ac- 
cordingly: then, calling me little wretch, and little 
rascal, ordered the hostler, who was entirely 
devoted to her will, to give me fifty good lashes, 
which when I had received, she turned me out of 
doors, saying, that she would suffer no knave to 
live in her house. In vain did 1 protest that I had 
not robbed the landlady : she mnintaiued the con- 
trary ; and of course her word was believed rather 
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than mine. Thus, Brotlier Chrysostom''a money 
passed from one thief to another. 

I lamented the loss of my , money, as a man 
mourns the death of an only child : and though my 
tears did not retrieve what I had lost, at least they 
excited the compassion of some people who sa«r 
them shedj and among others, of the curate ol 
iaalves, who was passing by r.hance. He seemed 
moved at my melancholy condition, and carried me 
along with him to the parsonage ; where, in order 
to gain my confidence, or rather pump me, be 
began by pitying my situation. " How much (said 
be) does this poor child deserve compassion! It is 
not surprising, if, abatidoned to himself in such a 
tender age, he has copimitted a bad action. Most 
men find it difficult to live Iionest through the 
ivhole course of tlieir !i\es." Then, addressing him- 
self to me, " My son, (added he,) from what part of 
Spain do you come, and who are your parents ? 
Vou seem to be of some good family. Tell me in- 
genuously, and he assured that I will not abandon 
you." 

The curate, by this politic ;uid charitable dis- 
course, engaged me insensibly to discover all my 
affairs. ivith great' sincerity. I made a general con- 
fession. A^cr which; he said, " Friend, though it 
does not become hermits to hoard up money, that 
does not lessen your crime; in robbing mother 
Chrysostom, you have transgressed that article of 
the Decalogue which forbids thefi: but I'll i^lige 
the landlady to restore the money, which 1 will 
send to the hermit ; so that your conscience may be 
easy on that score." But this, 1 swear, was the 
least of my uneasiness. The curate, who bad a 
design of bis own, did not stop there : " My child, 
(said he,) I interest myself in your behalf, and will 
procure a good place for you. I will to-morrow 
send you by a carrier to my nephew, who is a 
canon of the cathedral of Toledo; he will not 
refuse, at ray retjuest, to receive you into the num* 

- ■ ., CoooAc 
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bei <^ bis lacquiei, who live plentifutty, like so 

m&oy incumbents, on the revenue of his prebend ; 

you will be perfectly well situated, I can assure 

you." 

I was so much consoled by this assurance, that I 
no longer thought of the bag, nor the stripes which 
I had received, my mind being wholly possessed 
with the pleasure of living like air incumbent. 
Next day, while 1 was at breakfast, a carrier came 
tft the parsonage, according to the curate's orders, 
with two mules bridled and saddled. I was helped 
Dp on the one, the carrier mounted the other, and 
we set out for Toledo. My fellow-travel ie? was a 
fellow of humour, who liked nothing better than 
to make himself merry at another's expence. " My 
little Junior, (said he,) you have a good friend in 
the curate of Galves ; he could not give you a 
better proof of his aHection than that of recom- 
mending you to the service of his nephew the 
canon, whom I have the honour to know, and who 
is, without contradiction, the pearl of the whole 
chapter. He is none of thos^ devotees whose pale 
and meagre faces preach up mortification. He has 
a capacious countenance, a rosy complexion, a 
merry look, is a jovial soul, who enjoys the present 
hour, and in particular loves-good cheer. Tou will 
live in his house like a little prince. 

The rogue of a carrier, perceiviag tnal I listened 
with great satisfaction, continued to extol the hap- 
piuegs 1 should enjoy in the canon's service ; and 
did not leave off speaking until we arrived at the 
village of Obisa, where we stopt a little to bait our 
mules. The carrier, while he walked about in the 
iuD, let fall hy accident, out of his pocket, a paper 
which I was cunning enough to pick up, without 
being observed, and which I found means to read 
while he was in the stable. It was a letter directed 
to the priests of the orphan-hospital, and conceived 
in these terms - 
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" Gendemeo, I thought I was bound in charity 
to send buck to you a little knave, who is a 
nii>away from your hospital. He does not seem 
to want capajcity, but deserves to be carefully 
meired up : aod I .hope that, by proper correctioa, 
he will in time do well. That God may preserve 
your pious and charitable worships, is the prayer of 
" The Curate of Galves." 

When I bad read this letter, which' informed me 
of the curate's good intentions, I did not long 
bentate. To leave the inn, and gain the banks of 
the Tagus, which was more than a league from 
thence, was the work of a momeat. Fear lent me 
wings to fly from the priests of t)K ori^n-faospital, 
to whom I K>ould by uo means return, so mach wat 
I disgusted wilh their manner of leaching the 
Latin tongue. I entered Toledo as gaily as if I 
had known where to board. True, it is a citv of 
benediction^ in which a man of genius, reduced to 
the necessity of living at his neighbour's expence, 
cannot liie of hunger. Scarce bad I arrived in the 
market-place, when a well-dressed cavalier, whom 
I passed, laid hold of my arm, and said, " Hark'e, 
my hoy, "will you serve me r* I should be glad to 
have such a lacquey as you." — " And 1 sliould be 
glad (answered I] to have ssch a master as you."^ 
" If that be tiie case, (he resumed,] thou art auxie 
from this moment. Follow me." Thi& I ^d, 
without raakitig any farther reply. 

This cavalier, wbomight beaboutthirty years of 
agt, and was called Don Abel, lodged in a house 
where he possessed a very handsome apartmeM. - 
He was by profession a gamester, and we lived to- 
geOtet in this manner : In the morning I ctit as 
much tobacco for him as would fill five or six pipes, 
* brushed bis clothes, and went for tlie barber to 
shave him, and dress his whiskers. After which 
he went out, and made a tour among the tennift- 
courts, from whence he returned about elev^ or 
G S Vol, HI, 
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twelve o'clock at night. Bareach morning before 
he went out, he gave me three rials for my day't 
expence, leaving nie at liberty to do what I pleased 
until ten o'clock at night : he was very well satis- 
fied with rae, provided he found ine at home when 
he retnrned ; he orderei] a dcdblet and hose of 
livery to be made for me, so \hat I looked like a 
page of a lady of the town. I was very well saiis~ 
fied with my place, and certainly I could notjiave 
found one more agreeable to my humour. 

I had led lliis happy life almost a whole month, 
when ray master asked if I was pleased with his 
behaviour. I answered, that 1 could not be more 
so. "Well then, (he resumed,) we shall set out 
to-morrow for Seville, whither my affairs call me. 
Thou wilt not be sorry to see that capital of An- 
dalusia. 

' " He that hath not Seville seen, 

fsaith the pr.overb) 

Is no traveller, I ween." 
* I assured bim, that I was ready to follow him 
whithersoever he should go. That very day, the 
Seville carrier came to his lodging, to fetch a lai^ 
coffer that contained all his moveables ; and in the 
morning we«et out for Andalusia. 

Signior Don Abel was so lucky at play, that he 
never lost, except when he chose to lose. This 
talent oilen obliged him to change his place of 
habitation, that he might avoid the resentment of 
dupes ; and this was the cause of our preseni 
jouniey. Being arrived at Seville, we took .odgings 
near the gate of Cordova, and began to live as we 
nad lived at Toledo ; but my master found a dif- 
ference b^W^n these two cities. In the tennis* 
courts of Seville, he met with gamesters w ho played 
as successfully as he, so that he came )iome some- 
times very much out of humour. One morning, 
being chagrined at the loss of one hundred pistoles 
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which he ventured tlie preceding day, he asked 
why I had not carried the dirty linen to a womaa 
whom be employed to wash and perfume it. I 
answered, that I had forgot. Upon whitb, falling 
into a passion, he gave me half a dozen boxes on 
the face, so rudely, that he made me see more 
candles than ever burnt in Solomon's, temple. 
" There, little wretch, (said he,) there is something 
lo make you mind your business. Must I be 
always at your tail, to tell you what you have to 
do ? Why are you not as ready to work as to eat? 
Are you such a beast, as to be incapable of antici- 
pating my orders and occasions .'"' So saying, he 
went out of his apartment, leaving me very much 
mortified at the blows 1 had received for such a 
slight fault. I don't know what adventure hap> 
peued to him soon afler in the tennis-court, but 
one evening he came home very ranch heated, and 
said, " Scipio, I am resolved to go to Italy, and 
must embark the day after to-morrow, in a ship 
bound for Genoa, I have my own reasons for 
making that voyage ; wilt thou not accompany me, 
and lay hold.of such a fair occasion to see the most 
delightful country in the world .'"' I said I would, 
hut at the same time proposed to disappear just 
when he intended to embark. I thought I would 
re%'enge myself of him in this manner, and was 
very well pleased with the scheme, which I could 
not help imparting to a professed bravo, whom I 
met in the street : for, since my arrival at Seville, I 
bad contracted some bad acquaintances, and this in 
particular. I told him io what manner, and for 
what I had been buffeted ; then communicated my 
design of leaving Don Abel when he should be just 
ready to go on board, and asked his opinion of my 
resohition. 

The braVo frowned while lie listened to me, and 
twirled the curls of his mustachio ; theu, blaming 
my master with an air of gravity, " Little gentle- 
man, (sai(J he,) you are dishonoured for ever, if yon 
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restrict yourseir to that frivolous revenge which 
you have hatched. It Is not enough to let Don 
Abel depart by himself; that \Vould not be punisb- 
ment sufficient. The chastisement must be pro- 
fiortioned to the injury. Let us therefore carry 
off his goods and money, which -we will share like 
brothers after he is gone." Although I was natu- 
rally JDdlined to thieving, I was frightened at the 
{iroposal of such an inaportant robbery, Nevcrthe- 
ess, ' the arch rogiie. who made it did not fail to ^ 
persuade me to It; and you shall hear the success -* " 
of our enterprise. The bravo, who was a big strong 
fellow, came to our lodging next day in the twi- 
light, when I showed him the coffer in which my 
master had already secured his efl'ects, and asked 
if he could carry such a weight. " Such a weight! 
(said he,) know, that when the business is to carry 
off the goods of another, 1 can lift Noah's ark." So 
. saying, he flung the coffer ou his shoulders with 
ease, and went down stairs with it upon tip-toes. 
1 followed hiro with some caution, and we were 
just going out at the street-door, when Don Abel, 
brought thither so seasonably by his good genius, 
appeared all of a sudden. 

" Where art thou going with the coffer ?" (said 
he.) I was so confounded, that I stood silent ; and 
the bravo seeing the affair misgive, threw down his 
load, and betook himself to Sight, in order to avoid ; 
explanaUons. '.' Where art thou going with the 
cofferf" (said mymaster for the second time.) "Sir, 
(answered I, more dead than alive,) I am going to 
carry it on board the ship in which you are to em- 
bark to-morrow for Italy." " Ha! (he replied,) dost 
thou know in what ship I intended to sail ?" "No, 
Sir, (said I,) but 1 have a tongue in my head, and 
I should have enquired at the harliiour, where some- 
body would have certainly told me.'' At this my 
answer, which he suspected, he darted such a furi- 
ous look at me, that I was afraid of a second beat- 
ing. " Who ordered you (cried he) to bring my 
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coffer out of the house ?" " You yourself (said I.) 
Don't you remember how you upbraided me some 
days ago? Did not you say while you heat me, 
that you expected I would prevent your orders, 
and do what was proper for your service of my 
own accord ? Now, it was in consequence of tjiis 
direction, that I employed one to carry your coffer 
to the ship." The gamester observing that I was 
more mischievous than he^magined, dismissed me 
immediately, saying, with an air of iodiffereiice, 
" Go, Mr. Scipio, and heaven be your guide. I 
dan't choose to play with people who, have some- 
times a card too many, soinet'unes one too few. 
Gel oiit of my sight, padded he, in ancther tone,) 
lest I make you sing without your gamut." I saved 
bini the trouble of repeating his demand, and got 
off in a twinkling, being woundily afraid that be 
would strip me of my clothes, which however he 
.uckily spared, t walked along the street, consi- 
dering where I could lie, with my two rials, which 
constituted my whole stock. I arrived at the gate 
nf fhe archbishop's palace ; and as his grace's sup- 

fier was then dressing, an agreeable savour issued 
i-om the kitchen, and diffused itself a whole league 
around. " Zooks ! (said I to myself,) I should like 
to dispatch one of those ragouts which salute my 
nose. I should even be contented with an oppor- 
tunity of dipping my four fingers and thumb in it. 
What! can't I fall upon some method of tasting 
these dainties that smell so agreeably ! ^le thing 
does not seera so impossible." I whetted my ima- 
gination accordingly, and, by dint of musing, hatch- 
ed a trick, which I immediately put in pracdce, 
and whicli succeeded lo my wish. I entered 
the court of the palace, and running towards the 
kitchen, cried as loud as I could, Help ! betp! as 
if I had been pursued by some assassin. 

At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego, the archbishop's 
cook, with two or three scullions, came running out 
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to know the cause; and seeing nobody but me, aeked 
why I made such a noiae. '.' Ah ! Sir, (said I, pre- 
tending to be frightened almost out of my wits,) 
for the love of St. Polycarp, pray save me from the 
fury of a bravo that wants to kill me." 

"Where is this bravo .' (cried Diego ;) you are 
quite alone, without so much as a cat at your heels. 
30, ray child, lay aside your fear. It was probably 
nmebody who wanted to terrify you for his diver- 
ion, and who did well not to follow you into thU 
jalace; for, if he had, we should have cut off his 
iars." " No, no, (said I to the cook ;) he did not 
pursue me for his diversion. He is a big ill-iooking. 
fellow, who intends to strip me, and waits hard by 
in the street to catch me as I go out." " He shall 
wait a Jong lime tjiea, (he replied,) for you shall 
stay here till to-morrow, &ad want for neither-sup- 
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I was transported with joy, when I heard the 
words ; and it was a. ravishing sight to me, when, 
oeing conducted into the kitcfaen by Mr. Diego, I 
beheld the preparations for his grace's supper. I 
reckoned fifteen persons at work, but I could not 
.number the dishes that I saw, so careful had Pro- 
vidence been in behalf of the archbishop. It was 
then, that feasting upon the steams of the ragouts 
which I had only swelled afar off before, I became 
acquainted with sensuality. I had the honour to 
tup and sleep with the scullions, whose friendship 
{ gained te that degree, that next day, when I went 
to thank Mr. Diego for the asylum he had so ge- 
nerously afforded, he said, " Our kitchen lads tell 
me, they would be glad to have you for a comrade, 
they like your hnmour so well : would you choose 
to be their companion ?" I answered, " That if I 
enjoyed that piece of good fortune, I should think 
myself perfectly happy," " If that be ihe case, my 
friend (said he,] look upon yourself from this moment 
as an officer of the palace." Soj«aying, he went and 
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presented me to the major-domo, who, on account 
of my sprightly look, judged me worthy to be re- 
ceived among the uirn-spits, 

I was no sooner In possession of such an honour- 
able employment, than Mr. Diego, according to 
the ciiston bf cooks in great families, who privately 
send victuals to their mistresses, chose me to carry 
to a certain lady in the neighbourhood sometimes 
loins of veal, and sometimes fowl or venison. This 
good lady was a widow scarce turned of thirty, 
verj' handsome, very smart, and to all appearance 
not over faithful to her cook, who not only furnish- 
ed her with victuals, "bread, sugar, and oil, but also 
provided her good wine, all at the expence of the 
archbishop. 

1 Wits effectually improved in the palace of his 
grace, where I played a very pleasant prank, which 
is still spoken of at Seville. The pages and some 
other domestics, in order to celebrate their mas- 
ter's birth-day, look it in their heads to represent 
a cootedy. They chose that of the Benavides ;* and 
asihey had occasion for a hoy of my age, to play the 
part of the young King of Leon, they cast their eyes 
upon me. The major-domo, who piqued Itimself 
upon his talent of declamation, undertook (o ia- 
struct me ; and aAer he had given me a few lessons, 
assured them, that I should not be the worst actor 
in the play. As our master was at the expence of 
the entertainment, no cost was spared to render it 
magnificent. A theatre was built in the largest 
hall of the palace, and decorated with ^eat taste. 
There was a bed of turf made in the back scene, 
on which I was to appear asleep, and the Moors 
fall upon me to make me prisoner. When the 
actors were perfect in tlieir parts, the archbishop 
fixed the day for the representation, and did not 

* Benaviileg, the simame or » noble family in Spain, dea- 
rcnded from Alonso the Ninth, King of Castile. 
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tu\ to invite the moit conuderable noblemen and 
Isdies of the city to come and see it. The day 
being come, each actor waa busied with bis dress. 
A» for mine, it was brought to me by a taylor, ac- 
comjianied hy our major-domo ; who, having beea 
at the trouble of teacliing me my .part, was aba 
pleased to superiatead tay dress. The tailor clothed 
me with a rich velvet robe, trimmed with gold lace 
and buttons, with hanging sleeves adorned with ' 
fringe of the same metal ; and the major-doato him- 
self placed upon my head a crown of paper, pow- 
dered with a quantity of fine pearls, intermixed 
with false stones. Besides, ibey girded me with a 
•ash of pink-coloured silk wrought with silk flowers; 
and every thing they said to me seemed to lend 
me wings to run away with the plunder. At length 
the play began about twilight. I opened the scene 
by pronouncing some verses, importing, that being 
unable to keep myself awake, I was going to aban- 
don myself to slnisber; at the same Ume.I with- 
drew, and lay down on l^e bed of torf which bad 
been prepared for me ; but instead of falling asleep, 
I began to consider how I could get into the street, 
and escape with my royal robes. - A little private 
stair that led down under the theatre in the hall, 

. aeemed proper for the execution of my design. I 
accordingly got up nimbly, and seeing that nobody 
took notice of me, slipt down that stair which con- 
ducted me into the hc^t, the door of which I gained, 

' crying, " Room, room ! I am going to change my 
dress. Every one made way for me, so that in ies* 
than two minotes I got out of the palacAvith im- 
punity, and by favour of the night repaired to the 
house of a bravo of my acquuutance. 

He was perfectly astonished to see me in that 
garb ; and when I imparted the affair, he laughed 
until he was ready to burst ; then embracing me 
with so much the more joy, as he flattered himself 
with the hope of sharing the spoils oftheEingof 
Leon, he congratulated me on having performed 
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focb a Sue stroke, and lold roe, that if 1 went on 
at that rate, my genius would one day make a great 
noise in tlie world. After we had sufficienily made 
ourselves merry, " What shall we do with this rich 
dress?" (said I to ibe bravo ;) who answered, " Give 
yourself do trouble on that score. I know an ho- 
nest broker, who, without expressing the least cu- 
riosity, buys every thing that is brought Idm, pro- 
vided be likes the bargain; to-morrow morning I 
will go and bring him hither." la effect, the bravo 
went out nest day early, leaving me a-bed in his 
room, and in two hours returned with the broker, 
who carried a yellow bag under his arm. " Friend, 
(said be to me,) lliis is Sigitior Ybagnez de Sego- 
via, who, in spite of the bad example shown by his 
brethren of the trade, deals with the most scrupu- 
lous integrity. He will tell you to a farthing the 
value of this dress that you want to part with, 
and you may depend upon his estimation." " Yes, 
certvnly, (said the broker.) I must be a wretch 
indeed, if I prized a thing under the true value. 
That is a crime with which I was never taxed, 
thank God, and no man shall ever lay it to the 
charge of Ybagnez de Segovia. Let us see the 
goods you want to sell, and I will conscientiously 
lei) you what they are worth." " Here they are, 
(said the bravo, showing them ;) and you must 
allow, that nothing can be more magnificent: ob- 
serve the beauty of that Genoa velvet, and the 
richness of the trimming." " I am quite charmed 
with it ! (replied the broker, after he had viewed it 
aitenUvely;) nothing can be liner." " And what 
do you think of the pearls of this crown f " (resumed 
my friend.) " If they were more round, (said 
Ybagnez,) they would be inestimable : however, 
sncb as they are, I think ihem very pretty, and 
like them as well as the rest of the dress. I sin- 
cerely own it, (continued he,) another rogue of a 
broker in my place would pretend to despise the 
tnerchandize, that he might have it cheap, and 
- Vol. III. 11 
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• would not be ashamed of offering twenty plstolef 
for it ; but I, who have some conscience, will ^ve 
forty." 

If Tbagnez had said a hundred, he would not 
then have been a just appraiser ; since the pearls, 
alone, were well worth two hundred crowns. The 
bravo, who had a fellow-Jeeliug with him, said to 
me, " You see how fortunate you are in fallin;^ 
into the hantja of an honest man. Signior Ybagnez 
prites every thingasif he was upon his death-bed." 
" That is true, (said the broker,) and therefore I 
never -rise or fall a farthing in my price. Well, 
(added he) is it a bargain f shall 1 count out the 
money to you ,''" " Stay, (replied the bravo,) my 
friend must first try on this suit of clothes, which 
I desired you to bring for him. I am mistaken if 
they won't-fit hiin exactly." Then the broker, un- 
tying his bundle, showed me a doublet and hose, 
of a very good dark-coloured cloth, with silver 
buttons; tliewhole seemingly half-worn. I got up 
to try this dress, which, though both too long and 
too wide, appeared to these gentlemen to have 
been made on purpose for me. Ybagnez rated it 
at ten pistoles ; and as he never abated one far- 
thing of what he asked, we were obliged to comply 
with his valuation. So he took thirty pistoles out 
of his purse, and spread them upon the table ; after 
which, he made another bundle of my crown and 
royal robes, which he carried off accordingly. 

When he was gone, the bravo said, ' I am very 
well satisfied with this broker," And good reason 
he had to be so : for, I am sure, he gave him one 
hundred pistoles, at least, by way of gratification. 
But he was not contented with that sum : he took, 
wiihout ceremony, the half of the money that lay 
oil the table, leaving the other half to me, and 
saying, " My dear Scipio, with thcEe fifteen pistoles 
that remain, I advise you to quit this city forth- 
with : for you may be assured that the archbishop 
will give orders to search for you every where, I 
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should be extremely mortified, if, after having sig- 
nalized yourself by an action, which will 60 hoDOur 
to your history, you should fuolishly suffer your- 
self to be apprehended." I answered, Uiat 1 *as 
fully resolved to leave Seville; and in effect, after 
having bought a hat and some shirts, I gained the 
vast and dehghtfui plain that stretches among the 
vines and olives, to the ancient city of Carmona, 
and, three days after, arrived at Cordova.* 

I lodged at an inn, as you enter the great square 
where the merchants hve ; and gave myself out for 
the son of a good family at Toledo, who travelled 
for my pleasure. I was well enough clothed to 

"make people believe this story, and the laudlorck 
was finally convinced, hy the sight of some pistoles, 
which I let him see as if hy chance. . It is probable, 

■ indeed, that my tender years made h^i believe t , 
was some little libertine, who had run away from 
his parents, after having robbed them. Be this as 
it will, he did not seem curious to know more than 
what I told him of the matter; being, in all like 
lihood, afraid that his curiosity might make me 
change ray lodging. For six rials a day I lived 
very well in this inn, which was frequented by a 
good deal of company ; there being at supper in the 
evening no less than twelve people at one table. 
It was very diverting to see every one eating with- 
out speaking a syllable, except one man, who, talk- 



" Cordova, the ancient Cordubaf a city of Andalusia, 
upon the banks oT the Guadalui^uivir : formerly the resi- 
dence of the Moorish Kings. It is famous for hnving giv< 
en birth to t&f. two Sunecas, the poet Lucan, the great 
geneml Gonzales, and many more persons of note. The 
calhRdral was hnretofore a mosque,huilt by the Moors, af- 
ter the model of Solumiin's temple ; and reckoned nlmost 
eqiinl to that of Mecca, in beauty and magnificence : being 
supported by a vast niiinher at marble columns. This d- 
ty is alao famous for the martyrdom of many saints, who 
^ere inhumanly butchcreU by the Inlidelj. 
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'itg iuceanntly, at random, compensated Ibr the 
sileoce of the rest by Wis impertinent prating. He 
affected the wit, told stories, and endeavoured, by 
qtiaint sayings, to entertain the company, who 
Iroiii tinie to time, laughed heartily, though not SO 
much at tlie brigblness of bis sallies, as at his riai 
coloua behaviour. 

As for my part, 1 paid so little attention to the 
discourse of this original, that I should have risen 
from supper without being able to give any account 
.of what he said, bad he not found means to in- 
terest me in his conversation. " Gentlemen, (said 
he, towards the end of our meal,] I have kept for 
•the dessert a most diverting story ; an adventure 
that befel, a few days ago, at the palace of the 
archbishop of Seville. I bad it from a bachelor oi 
my acquaintance, who told me that he was present 
when it happened," These words discomposed me 
a good deal ; I did not doubt tliat it was my ad- . 
venture which, he intended to recount : and! was 
not mistaken. This person gave a faithful detail 
of it, and even informed me of wliat I did not know; 
that h, what happened in the hall after mv depar- 
ture : and this you shall hear. 

Scarce had 1 betook myself to flight, when the 
Mom's, who, according to the performance which 
was represented, were to carry me off, appeared 
upon the stage, with a design of surprising me on 
the bed of turf where they thought I was asleep; 
but when they went to seize the King of Leon, they 
were very much -astonished to find neither king 
nor knave. The play was immediately interrupted •, 
all tlie actors were perplexed ; some called me, . 
others searched for me ; one hallooed, and another 
cursed me. The archbishop, perceiving the trouble 
and confusion that reigned behind itie scenes, ask- 
ed what was the matter, A puge, who acted the 
Gracioso of the piece,_h earing the prelate's voice, 
came out and said to his grace — " My lord, you 
need not fear tliat the Moors will take the King 
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of Leou prisoner ; he has e«:aped with hia royal 
robes." " Heaven be praised ! (cried the archbi- 
shop) he was very much in tl)e right to fly from 
the enemies of our religion, and escape the chains 
which they had prepared for him. He has, doubt- 
less, returned towards Leon, the capital of hb 
kingdom ; and I wish he may get home without 
meeting with any bad accident. Let no man go in 
pursuit 01 him, for [ should be sorry if his majesty 
received any mortification from me," The prelate, 
having spoke in this manner, ordered my part to 
be read, and the play to go on. 



CB4PTEB XI. 



As long as my money lasted, die landlord trea^ 
ed me with great respect ; but no sooner did he 

fierceive that my finances were exhausted, than he 
uokeiT cool upon me, picked a quarrel, aud one 
morning early desired me to leave his house. I 
quitted it with disdain, and went into a church 
belonging to the Dominicans, where, while I heard 
mass, an old mendicant came and asked alms of 
me. I took two or three maravedis out of my 
pocket, and giving them to him, said, " Friend, 
pray lo God to send me some good place : if your 
prayer is heard, you shall not repent of your devo- 
tion, and may depend upon my gratitude." 

At these words, ihe beggar viewed me very atten- 
tively, and answered with a serious air, " What 
post would you have?" "} could wish (said I) to 
be a lacquey in some good family." He then asked 
if my occasions were pressing. " They cannot he 
mote so (1 resumed :) for, if I have not the good 
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fortniie of beinir setiled vtry sonn, ttiere is no me- 
dium ; 1 must either die of hunger, or betake iiiy- 
•elfto your trnde." " If you are reduced to suck 
uecessity, (said he,) you. who are not at all calcu- 
lated for our business, must be in a very disaf-ree- 
able situation : but were you in tlie least accusitm- 
ed to oui way of life, you would prefer it to servi- 
tude, which is, without coiitradtction, inferior to 
beggary. Nevertheless, since you choose to be a 
servant, rather than to live A free and independent 
life, as 1 do, 3'au shall have a master immediately 
Notwilhatanding my appearance, I can be of use 
to you: therefore, come hitEier to-morrow at the 
same hour." 

Resolved to be punctual, I returned next day to 
the same place, witere I had not been long, before 
the mendicant, coming up to me, bid me take the . 
trouble to follow him. I did so; he conducted me 
to a cellar not far from the church ; and this was 
the place of his residence. We entered bis habita< 
t'on ; and sitting down upon a bench, which was at 
least a hundred years^old, he spolte to me in this 
manner : " A good action, as the proverb says, nl- 
- ways finds its recompense: you gave me charity 
yesterday, and that determines me to prflCure a 
place for you; and this, please God, I will soon 
perform. I am acqnainted wilh an old Dominican, 
called Father Alexis, who is an holy ecclesiastic, 
and great confessor. I have the honour to run of 
his errands, and acquit myself in that employment 
with so much fidelity and discretion, thai he never 
refuses to use his interest for me and m^ friends. - 
I have spoke to him of you iu such a manner, that 
he is disposed to do you service ; and I will present 
you to his reverence whenever you please." "There 
is not a moment to lose (said L^ the old b^gar *) 
let us go instantly to the good friar." The mendi- 
cant consented, and carried me forthwith to Father 
Alexis, whom we fotind in his room, busy in writing 
Bpiritual tetters. He interrupted his work to speak 
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to me, and told me, that, at the request of tbe 
mendicant, hp would interest himself in my behalf. 
" Having been informed (added he) thai Signior 
Balthazar VelAsquez wanted a lacquey, I wrote this 
monting in your favour ; and h»-has answered that' 
he will receive you implititty on my recommenda- 
tion. You may, this very day, go to him from mej 
' he is ipy penitent and friend." The monk, on this 
occasion, exhorted me, during three quarters of an 
hour, to do my duty Willi fidelity and diligence. 
He enlarged particularly on th^ obligation I was 
under to serve Velasquez with |iel: after which, 
he assured me that he would lake care to maintain 
me in my post, provided my master should be 
pleased with my behaviour. Having thanked the 
monk for his generosity, I came out of the convent 
with the beggar ; who told me, that Signior Baltha- 
zar Velasquez was an old rich woollen -draper, of 
great meekness and simplicity. " 1 dare say (added 
he) that you will be perfectly happy in his family." 
I inquired whereabouts the citizen* lived, and went 
immediately to his house, after having promised to 
make an acknowledgment to the beggar, as soon as 
I should take root in my place. I entered a large > 
shop, where two iijell-dressed apprentices were 
walking to and fro, in expectation of customers ; 
and asking if their master was at home, told them 
I hai^ a message to him from Father Alexis. At 
the mention of that venerable name, 1 was shewn 
into the back shop, .where the merchant sat at a 
bureau, turning over the leaves of a large day-book. 
I saluted hitn with great respect, saying, while I 
advanced, " Signior, I am the young man whom 
the reverend Father Alexis recommended to you 
for a lacquey," " Ha ! welcome, my child, (said 
he;) that holy man's recommendation is sufficient. 
I receive thee into my service in preference to 
three or fonr lacquits that were sent by other peo- 
ple. It is agreed : thy wages run up from this day 
forward." 
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I had not beeu loug in ihc service of this citizen, 
before I perceived him to be just such a man as the 
beggar iiad described. His simplitily seemed even 
so great, that I could not help thinking I should 
find somedlfHculty in abstaining from playing him 
some trick or other. He had been a widower four 
years, and had two children ; a son turned of five- 
Biid-twenty, and a daughter going in her fifteenth ' 
year, who being brought up by a severe duenna, 
and directed by Faiher Alexis, walked in the path, 
of virtue : bi;L ^kyiard yelasquet her brother, 
though nothing fl^heen spared in his education, 
had all the vices dra young spendthrift. He some- 
times lay two or three nights abroad ; and if, at })is 
return, his fattier took it into his head to reprimand 
him, Gaspard imposed silence upon him, in a tone 
still higher than that of the old man. 

" Scipio (said the draper to me one day,) I have 
a son who is the sole plague of my lifej he is plung- 
ed in all manner of dttbauchery ; a circumstance 
that surprises me very much ; for his education was 
by no means neglected. I gave him good masters, 
and my friend Alexis hath dc^ne his utmost endea- 
vour to put him in the right road ; but he could not 
succeed : Gaspard is fallen ii^ a state of libertin- 
ism. Thou wilt say, perhaps, that I treated him 
too gently in the beginning ofliis youth; and that 
he was undone by my indulgence : but that was not 
the case ; he was always chastised when 1 thought 
he deserved to be used with rigour ; for, good- 
natured as I am, I have resolution enough when 
there is occasion for it, I have even ordered him 
to be confined ; and the consequence was, he be- 
came more wicked than ever. In a word, he has 
one of those bad dispositions which cannot be im- 
proved by good example, remonstrances, or chas- 
tisement. Heaven alone can work that miracle." 
If I was not much moved al the sorrow of this 
unhappy father, at least I pretended to be so. 
•' How much are yon to be pitied, Sir ! (said I :) a 
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pJod mati, Tike you, deserves lo have a iHucti 
better son.'' — " Heaven, my child, (answered he,j 
is pleased to deprive me of thit consolatioo. 
Among other causes iChich Gasprird gives me to 
complain of him, (added be,) I will tell thee id 
cohfidence, there is one that makes nie very un- 
easy ; that is, the inclination wliich be has to roU 
me, and which he but too often finds means t6 
satisfy, in spite of all my vigilance, ^he lacquey 
whom you succeed was in concert with him, and 
for tliat reason torned away. 4ftft>r tfaee, I hope 
Uiou wilt not suffer thyself to HyRrrupted by my 
son ; but espouse my interest, as Father Alexis has, 
doubtless, exhorted thee." — ;'That 111 answer for, 
(said I ;] his reverence exhorted me a whole liffur 
lo have nothing in view but your advantage' : but I 
cm assure you I had no need ef being exhorted lo 
that : I feel myself disposed to serve you faithfullyj 
and my zeal will prove ]|flUon all occasions." 

He who hears one ■Botlbkh tars nothing. 
Tonng YelaSquez, who waHfde'J»^ beau, judging 
by my physlognoiiiy that I ^ffa be as easily 
seduced as my predecessor, tooK me aside into li 
private place, and spfke to me in thest terms :* 
" Hark'e, my dear, I fbi persuaded that my father 
has .charged thee tojie a spy upoti my actions 
take care of thyself; I give thee noUce beforehand 
., that thy employineni is none of the most agreeable 
If ever I perceive that thoa makest thy remarks 
upon me, I will .cudgel thee to death : whereas if 
diou wilt assist me in cheating my father, thou 
, mayest depend upon iny gratitude. Must 1 be 
more plain with thee ? Thou slialt have a shafc of 
the purchase. Make thy choice therefore, and 
declare this instant either for the father or son; 
for I will admit of no Mutralily." 

" Siiy (answered I,) you Sre very short with me j 

and I pKilly perceive that I cannot help espousing 

your £aafi«^ though in my heart I feel a ^luctancy 

lo betray Signior VelasqaexJ^" Thou (iughtest 10 
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nake no scruple in so doing, (replied Gas{iiircl I Im 
ia bA old miser, who wants to keep mc still in 
leading'StringB ; a wretch wbo denies me the ne- 
cessaries oT life, in refuGiitg to furnish rae with 
money for my pleasures ; for pleasures are ihe 
necessaries of lile, at the age of five-and- twenty : 
thou must therefore look upon my father in thai 
point of view." — "Enough, Sir, (said I;) thereisno 
■Dch thing aft holding out against so just a cause of 
complaint. I ofler my service to second you in 
your laudable undertakings ; but let us conceal 
our mutual intelligence, that your faithful associate 
may not be turned out of doors. You will do 
weft, methinks, in affecting to hate me : speak 
roaghly to me before' people, and do not spare ill 
language ; even some boxes on the ear, and kicki 
on the breech, will not be amiss ; on the contrary, 
the more marks of aversion you bestow upon me, 
the more confidence wiU Balthatar have in my 
integrity. A^ for my I^Bl w'H pretend to avoid 
your conversation : in i^ffig you at table, I will* 
■eem to acquit Myself with regret ; and when I 
talk of you to the apprentices, don't take it ill that 
1 rail at you with great bitterness." 

" Egad! (cried Velasquez, hearing my last words) 
' admire thy genius, my friend : thou shewest, at 
thy age, an astonishing capacity for intrigue, from 
whence I conceive the most happy pcfsage j'for I 
hope with thy assistance, I shall not leave my- 
ftther one single pistole.*' — " Tou do me a great 
deal of honour (said I) in depending so much on 
my industry : I will do my utmost endeavour to 
Justify the good opinion you have of my under- 
standing J and if 1 fail, at least it shall not be my 
feult." 

It was not long before I let Gaspard see that I 
was actually the man be wanted ; and this is the 
first service I did him. Balthaxar's strong box 
stood in his chamber, just by bis bed-side, and 
lerved him instead of a pew for prayer. Every 
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tune I looked at it, my eyesight was regaled ; and 
I frequently said to myself, " Friend strong box, 
must thou be always locked to mef Shall 1 never 
have the pleasure of contepiplating thy- contents f" 
As I wenf whenever J pleased into this chamber, 
which was forbid to nobody but Gaspard, I ha|>- 
peaed one day to perceive his father, who thinking 
iiimself unobserved, ader having opened and locked 
his strong boi, concealed the key behind a hanging, 
I marked the place well, and imparted my dis- 
covery to my young master, who embraced me with 
joy, saying, <^' Ah, my d'ear Scipio ! what a charm- 
ing piece of news is this ! Our fortune is made, my 
child. I will this very day give thee wax, with 
which thou mayest take the impression of the key, 
and put it into my hands. I shall easily find an 
obliging locksmith in Cordova; in which, thank 
heaven, there is no scarcity of rogues." 

" But why (said I to Gaspard) would you m^e 
a false key, when we can use the true one?"— 
" Because (answered be) my father, through dis- 
trust, or some other motive, may take it in hii 
head to hide it elsewhere; and therefore It is 
better to have one for ourselves. I approved of 
his caution ; and yielding to his inclination, pre- 
pared for taking the impression of the key. Thii 
was executed one morning early, while my old 
master paid a visit to Father Alexis, with whom 
he had usually long conversations. This was not 
all J I used the key in opening the box, which 
' being filled with large and small bags, threw mc 
into a charming perplexity . I did not know which 
to choose, such afiection did I conceive fur both 
kinds. Nevertheless, as the fear of being surprised 
did not permit me to make a long scrutiny, I laid 
hold of one of the largest at a venture : then locking 
the cofier, and replacing the key behind the 
hangings, I quitted the chambej- with my prey, 
which I went and concealed noder my bed, id a 
•mall wardrobe where I lay. 
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Hwtiag performed (hit ofwration so snccetsfidfjr, 
I went ioMncdiately to the young VelaSqaeE, who. 
wailed Ibr me in B house where he had appointed 
to meet roe-, aod ^ve him infinite joy, by telling 
what I had dotie. He was so w^ mtitAed, that he 
loaded me with careiies, and generously oflfered me 
the half oTtiie money that was in the bag: but thai 
1 refused, sayit^, ** No, no. Sir ; the first bag is 
your own ; use it for your occbstors : I will soon 
return to the alrong hoi, where, thank heaven, 
there n money enough for us both." In effect, 
three days after this I carried off a second bag, 
containing, as the former, Ave hundred crowna, of 
which I woald receive one fourth only, notwtth- 
■tandii^ the pressiRg instances of Oaspard, that it 
should be eqaally divided between us. 

Am soon as Utis young man found himself well 
stocked, and cooaeqaently in a conditi^on to satisfy 
lua psMSfon for woraea and play, he abandoned 
bimsetf entirely to both : he had even the mis'- 
AHlune to f«U m love with one (^ those famous 
coquets, who devour and swErftow the largest 
patrimonies in a very Ttttle time ; and being at ft 
terrible expence on her account, Taid me under the 
necessity of paying bo many visits to the stronff 
box, that at length old Vetasquex perceived himself 
robbed. " Scipio, (said he one morning,] 1 must 
Iril diee a secret : somebody rob« me, my friend : 
my strong box Ims been opened, and several bags 
taken out: this is certiain. Who must be taxed 
with this thefif Or rather, who else than my son 
Gaspard, who has entered ray chamber by stealth, 
or been inirodsced by thee : for I am tempted to 
believe thee Iris accomplice, thongh you seem to 
fasK one another so much. Nevertheless-, I wifl 
not listen to my sv^elon, since Father Alexis hath 
amweved (at thy fiderity.** I replied, that, tfaanb 
heaven, I never coveted my neighbour's weahA; 
Mid BOCMnpanied that Ke with an faypocriticaf 
grimace, which served instead of an apology. 
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TIi« aid man, sure enough, said no more of the 
mater; btit he <iid not leave off iocluding me id 
his raspiciofl ; and taking bis precautions against 
oui attcnipts, ordered his ttrong box to be secured 
by toother lock, the key of which be always kept 
ID liis pocket. By these memig, all commerce 
between us and tl»e bags b»ng broken, we looked 
very silly, eipecially Gaspard, who being no \ongeT 
Ale to gratify the extravagance of his nymph, was 
afraid of ioaiog the privilege of visiting her. He 
bad genius enough however, to invent an expe- 
dient which supported bis expence a few days 
longCT 1 and that ingenious shift was, to appropriate 
to bimseli^ by way of lo«n, ail my share of the 
eracuations which I had performed on the strong 
box, 1 gave it all, to the very last piece ; and this, 
OMlhinks, may pass for anticipated restitution 
which I made to the old merchant, in the person 
of bis heir. 

Tbe young man, when Jie bad exhausted this 
resource, coasideriag that he had now none leA, 
fell into a profound and gloomy fit of melancholy, 
which gradually disordered his reasoa. ' Hs looked 
upon his father as the only plague of bis life ; he 
wai seised with the must violeot despair ; and, 
wilbout listening to the voice of Nature, tbe wretch 
conceived the horrible design of poisoning his 
parent. He not only communicated this execrable 
pr<>)ect to me, but even proposed that I should be 
tbe instrument of his vengeance. Being struck 
with borror at the proposal, " Sir (said I,) is it 
'possible diat. you should be so abandoned by 
heaven,, as to form this abominable resolution f 
What 1 are you capable of murdering the author of 
yoar own beii^ ? Shall it be said, that in Spain, 9- 
die very bosom of Christianity, a crime was co|^. 
roitted, the very idea of which raises borrc^ in mb 
most barbarous nations .' No, my dearAtastCf ! 
(added I, falling on my knees before him) ni^ you 
will not commit an action which would justly in- 
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ceuse the whole world against you, and be attended 

with (he most infamous chastisement." 

I said a great many things more to dissuade 
Gaspard from such a guilty undertaking. I don't 
koow where I found all the argumeuts ufa virtuous 
man, which 1 used to combat his despair : but 
certaiu it is, I spoke like a doctor of Salamanca, 
tliough I was but a boy, and no other than the son 
o( Coscolioa. Nevertheless, iu vain did I represent 
to him (hat he ought to reflect seriously, and 
courageously repel those detestable sentimenta , 
which bad taken possession of his soul ; all my elo- 
quence was inedectual. He hung his head, and 
remained in sullen silerite ; so that I concluded he 
would not swerve from his resolntion, notwitfa- 
ttauding all I could say. 

Whereupon, I went and demanded a private 
conversatiQu with my old master ; to whom, when 
we were shut up in a room together, I said, " Sufler 
me, Sir, to throw myself at your feet, and implore 
your mercy." So saying, I fell down before him 
in great agitation, with my countenance bathed in 
tears. The merchant, surprised at my prostration, 
and the disorder of my looks, asked what I had 
done. " A deed, (I replied,) of which I now 
heartily repent, ana with which I will upbraid 
myself as long as I live. I have been weak enough 
to listen to your son, and to assist him in stealing 
your money." I then made a sincere confession of 
alt that had passed on that subject : after which I 
gave him an account of the conversation 1 had with 
Gaspard, whose design I revealed, without for- 
getting the least circumstance. 

Bad as his opinion of his son was, old Velnsquei 
could scarce credit ray information, the truth of 
wfau^, however, having no reason to doubt ; " Sd- 
pigjud he, (raising me, for I was still on my 
knees, J I pardon thee, in consideration rf the im- 
portant notice thou hast given me. Gaspard, 
(added he, raising his voice,] Gaspard has a design 
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■qion my life ! Ah, ungrateful son! ah, monster! 
who had better beeu stifled in the birth, than 
allowed to live, and become a parricide! what cause 
hast thou to attempt my life ! I allow thee a re»- 
aooable yearly sum for thy pleasures, and ihoa art 
not satisfied ! Must I permit thee to squander away 
my whole fortune!" Having uttered this bitter 
apostrophe, he laid injimciions upon me to keep 
the secret, and said he would consider what was to 
Be done in such a delicate conjuncture. 

I was very anxious to know what resolution this 
. unfortunate father would take, when that very day 
he sent for Gaspard, and spuke thus to him without 
manifesting a tittle of what he had in his head". 
" Son, 1 have received a letter from Merida, im- 
porting, that if you choose to marry, you may have 
a maiden of that place, who is but ^fteen years old 
perfectly handsome, and mistress of a good fortune; 
if you have no reluctance to the marriage, we will 
set out early to-morrow for Merida, visit the lady 
who is proposed, and if you find her to your liking, 
you shall espouse her forthwith." Gaspard hearing 
mention made of a good fortune, which he thought 
was already in his clutches, answered without 
hesitation, that he was ready to go: so that next 
morning at day-break they departed by themselves, 
motinted on two good mules. 

When they had got as far as the mountains of 
Fesira, into a place as much frequented by robhen 
as dreaded by travellers, Balthazar alighted, de- 
siring his son to do the same: the young man 
obeyed, and asked the reason of their quitting 
their mules in that place. " f will tell thee (an- 
swered t)>e old man, darting aj him a look in which 
his grief and indignation were painted;) we have 
no business at Merida; and the marriage which I 
mentioned is only a fable I invented to bring thee 
hither. I am not ignorant, ungrateful and uu- 
naibral son ! I am not ignorant of the crime which 
thou bast hatched; 1 know that I am to be pre- 
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■ented-with poison prepared by thee : but, fool that 
thou eir'i i^^^ tbou flatter thyself that t)|ou canst 
deprive me of my life, in that manner, with im- 
panity f Thon art mistaken ; thy guilt vronld soon 
be discovered, and thou wotaldst perish by the 
hand of the hangmai). There is (added he) a sorer 
method of satiating thy revenge, without exposing 
thyself to an ignomioious death : we are here 
without witnesses, in a place yrhere murders are 
committed every day : since thou art so estranged 
from my blood, plunge thy poniard into my bosom, 
and the mnrder will be imputed to robbers." So 
saying, Balthazar baring liis breast, and pointing to 
Jfis heart, " Here Gaspard, (added he,) strike the 
mortal blow, and punish me for having given being 
to such a wretch as thee." 

TouDg Velasquez, thunderstrack at these words, 
far from seeking to justify himielf, felt, without 
fense or motion, at his father's feet. The good old 
tqan seeing him in tb^t condition, which seemed to 
be the beginning of repentance, could not help 
yielding to his paternal weakness, and of flying to ' 
his assistapce: but Gaspard no sooner recovered 
the use of his reason, than, being unable to bear 
the presence of a father so justly incensed, he made 
BH effort to get up, mounted bis mule, and rode off 
without speaking a word. Balthazar let him go, 
and leaving him to the remorse of his own con- 
'science, returned to Cordova, where, six montha 
•tier, be learned that his son had thrown himself 
into the monastery of Carthusians at Seville, there 
to past Ibe rest of bis days in penitence. 
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cmpTER xn. • 

B.u> example sointtimes produces fi^ood efiecta. 
The coaduct of young Yelssquei made me reflect 
seriously upon my own : I began to combat my 
thievish inclinations, and live like an honest m%a, 
Tba habit of seizing all the money I could lay my 
hands oa was so uucli confirmed in me, by re- 
peated acts, that it was not easily vanquisbed. 
Nevertlidesi, I did not despair of succeeding, ima- 
gining, that to become virtuous, required only a 
■iacere desire of being go. I therefore undertook 
this great work, and heaven seemed to bless my 
efforts. I no longer beheld the old merchant's 
strong box with a covetous eye: and I believe that 
bad it been in my power, I should not have tonched 
Ode of his bags : 1 own, however, that it would 
have heea very imprudent in him to put my infant 
httegri^ to such a proofs and therefore Yelasquei 
took care not to do it. 

Dob 3Ianriqaez de Medraao, a young gentleman, 
and knight of the order of Alcantara, came fre- 
quently to our house. We had his custom ; and if 
he was mat the besc, he was, at least, the most noble 
of those who used the shop. I^ad the good for- 
tme to please, tliat cavalier, wno, every time he 
met me, encouraged me to speak, and seemed to 
listen with pleasure to what I said. " Scipio, [said 
he one day,) if f had a lacquey of thy humour, I 
•hiMld think myself in possession of a treasure ; 
aitd if tbon didst not belong to a man for whom 1 
have a regard, I wonld ids my endeavour to de- 
bauch thee from his service." — " Sir, (said I,) you 
wpuld find it a very easy task : for I have an in- 
chnaiion to 'serve people of quality; that is. my 
foible; I^tm charmed by their easy behaviour." — 
" If that be the case, (replied Doo Manriquez,) I 
will desire Sisnior Balthazar to consent to thy 
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leaving him, and coming into my service; I don't 
believe he will refuse jne tfaal favour." Indeed, 
Velasquez granted it the' more easily, as he did not 
think the loss of a roguish lacquey irreparable ; 'or 
my own part, I was glad of the change; the valet 
of a citizen appearing to me a mere beggar in com- 
parison to the lacquey of ti knight of Alcantara. 

To draw a faithful picture of my new patron I 
mukt tell you that he was a cavalier endowed with 
a most amiable person, and with such sweetness of 
tempei and cultivated understanding as captivated 
every body who knew him : besides, he had a great 
deal of courage and probity, and wanted nothing 
but fortune. Being cadet of a family more illustri- 
ous than rich, he was obliged to subsist at the ex- 
pence of an old aunt who lived at Toledo, and who, 
loving him as her ofrn son, took care to furnish him 
viiHi what money he wanted ; he went always hand- 
somely dressed, and was perfectly well received 
every where. He visited the principal ladies ot 
the city, and among others, the Marchioness of 
Almenara, a widow of seventy-two years of age ; 
who, by her engaging behaviour and agreeable wit, 
allured the whole nobility of Cordova to her house. 
Men as well as women delighted in her conversa- 
tion, a^d her family was styled the polite com- 
pany. • 

My master, who was one of the most assidnoui 
visitors of that lady, came home from her house 
one evening with an enlivened look that was not 
natural to him : upon which, I said, " Signior, you 
fieem to be strangely elevated : may your faithf|i. 
servant ask the cause ? hath not something extra- 
ordinary happened f" The knight snftled at that 
tjuestion, and owned be was actually engrossed by 
a serious conversation which he had enjoyed with 
the Marchioness of Almenara. " I heartily wish 
(said I laughing,) that the superannuated toast may 
nave made a declaration of love to you." "Jesting 
apart, (answered he,) know, my friend, that I am 
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mlly beloved by the marchioness. ■ Chevalier 
(saitJ she to me,) I know ihe smaliness of your for- 
tune, as well as ihe noblensss of your birth ; I have 
an inclination for yon, and am resolved to make 
you easy in your circumstances, by marrying you, 
as I cannot decently make your fortune any other 
way. I know very well that this marriage will 
bring upon me the ridicule of the world ; that scan- 
dal will be very busy at my expence ; and thai, in 
short, I shall pass for an old fool, who must needs 
have another husband. No matter; I intend to 
despise Zander, in order to make you happy: all 
that I fear (added she,) is, that you may possibly 
have a reluctance to comply with my intentions* 
'*This (continued the knight) was the subject of her 
discourse, which surprised ine the more, as she is 
the most virtuous and prudent woman in Cordova ; 
I answered, therefore, I was astonished she should 
do me the honour of offering me her hand ; she 
who had always persisted in the resolution of pre- 
serving her widowhood to the last : to this she re- 
plied, that having a considerable estate, she should 
be glad in her life-lime to share it with a man of 
honour, whom she esteemed." " You. are then, I 
suppose, (said I,) determined to hazard (he leap." 
" Canst thou doubt it? (he replied.) The marchio- 
ness possesses immense wealth, together with ex- 
cellent qualities both of the heart and head ; and I 
i^Dst have lost my judgment indeed, if I rejected 
■ucfa an advantageous settlement." 

I very much approved of my master's design to 
lay hold o( this fair occasion to make his fortune, 
aud even advised him to push matters, so much 
was I afraid to see her inclinations change. Luckily, 
the lady, who had the affair still more at heart than 
1 had, gave such expeditious orders, that the pre- 
parations were soon made for her marriage. As 
soon as it was known at Cordova, that the old 
Marchioneisof Almenarawas going to marry young ^ 
Don Manriquez de Medrano, the wits began to 
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make UMmselyeB merry at the widow's npcQcet 
^ut in vun did tbey eibaust their stock of nailery; 
Aiey cputd not divert her from her design ; she let 
die whdte city talk, and followed her knight to 
the altar: their nnptiaU were celebrated wiih such 
■plendour as afforded new matter for scAndBl. " The 
bride (said they) might have, at least, for the saks 
of decency, suppressed all noise and pomp, which 
but ill becomes old widows who marry young 
busbands." 

the marchioness, instead of af^ietiriDg asbaDied ' 
of being, at her uge, wife to the cbevalier, induised 
herself, without Constraint, in the joy which she felt 
on this dccasion : she had a grand eatertainment at 
ber house, accompanied by a concert of uuisic, and 
the feast ended in a ball,' at which were preient all 
die nobility of Cordova. Towards the eud of the 
ball, our new-mnrried couple slipt off and met in 
an apartment, where being shut up with a waiting- 
woman and me, the marchioness addressed herself 
to niy master in these words : *' Don Manriqnes^ 
this is your apartment; mine is in anoflier part of 
tbe house: w? will ^pass the night in separate 
cbamners, ^d in the day we will live together like 
motber and son." The knight was, at first, mis- 
taken, and believed that tbe lady talked thus, only 
to engage him to offer soft violeuce to her delicacy; 
imaj^ning, therefore, that he ought, oat of pure 
politeness, to act the passionate lover, he af^roacb- 
ed tier, and eagtTly endeavoured to serve her in 
cmality of valet de chambre; but she, far frdn 
allowmg turn to nudress I^, pushed him aWay 
with a sefious air, saying; — " Hold, DonManriqunt 
if yon take me for one of those amorous ol^ widbwft 
who marry again out of frailty, .you are de^ivedi. 
I did not euwuse you to make you buy the ad-' 
vantages which you will reap from our contr.afet of 
marriage ; these are the pure oflerings of tay hearty . 
and I exact nothing in returq but sentiments of 
fiieadship," So saying, she left my master aod tm 
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tn onr apartment, and' retired into her own, wiifa 

her waiting- ma id, absolutely forbidding the che- 
valier to follow her. 

AAer her retreat, we remained a. good while con- 
founded at wliat we had heard. " Scipio, (said my 
master,) didst thou eyer hear such a discourse as 
ihat of the marchioness ? Wliat dost thou think of 
such a lady ?" — " I think, Sir, (answered I,) that 
■he has noi her fellow ; you are happy In having 
such a wife, which is like the possession of a bene- 
fice without cure of souls." — " As for my part ■ 
(replied Don Maunquez) I admire a sponse of such 
an inestimable character, and I intend to compen- 
sate, with all imaginable attention, the sacriScit 
which she malies to her delicacy." Having con- 
versed some time about the lady, we went to .rest ( 
I upon a truckle-bed in a wardrobe, and ray master 
in a iine bed prepared for him, where, I believe, at 
oottom, he was not sorry tt) lie alone, and to be 
i\uit for his fear only. 

The rejoicingstegan again neit day,and the new- 



married lady appeared in mch good humpnif as to 
BiSori scope to the railers. She was the first to 
laugh at uoiat thejTsaid ; nay, even excited others 



.J laugh, by receivinf^ their sallies with a good 
grac^ The. knight) for his part, seemed no less 
satisfied with his spouse; and by the tender glances 
wiib which he looked and spoke to her, one would 
have thought that old age was his taste ^ this 
happy couple had in the evening a new conversa- 
tion, in which it was decided, that, without dis- 
turbing ope another^ they should live, for the 
fiiture, in the same manner as. before marriage : 
meanwhi)^) t must do Don Manriouei the justice 
to say, that out of consideration for his wife, h« 
did what few husbands would have done in his 

filace : he abandonetl a girl in the city, whom he 
oved, and by whom he was belovedf being re- 
solved (as he said) to maintain no commerce which 
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Would teein to insult the delicate conduct of hts 

wife towards him. 

While he gave this old lady such strong marks 
of gratitude, she repaid ihem with usury, though 
she WBS ignorant of this behaviour, and made him 
master of her strong box, which was even better 
replenished than that of Velasquei: : as she bad 
retrenched her housekeeping during her widow- 
hood, she put it again on the same foodng on which 
it had been in the lifetime of her first husband : 
the increased the number of her servants, filled her 
stable with horses and mules ; in a word, by hei 
generosity, the chevalier, who was the poorest, 
became the richest knight of Alcantara, ion will 
ask, perhaps, what I got by all this f 1 received 
fifty pistoles from my mistress, and one hundred 
from my master, wbo, moreover, made me his 
secretary, with an appointment of five hundred 
crowns ; he had even so much confidence in my 
integrity, that lie created me his treasurer. 

" His treasurer !" (cried I, interrupting Scipio 
with a loud laugh.) " Yes, Sir, (he replied with a 
dry serious look,) no less thanjiis treasurer ; and 
I'll venture to say, that I ac^iitted myself in that 
employment with honour. X^^ue it is, I am, per- 
haps, somewhat indebted for cash; for, as I took 
' my wages per advance, and quitted the knight's 
service suddenly, it is not impossible that I may 
now be in arrears : at any rate, it is the last re- 
proach that I have deserved, having always acted 
witli probity since that time." 

I was, therefore, (continued thesonof Coscolina} 
secretary and trea^rer to Don Manriquez, who 
seemed as well satisfied with me as I was with 
him ; when be received a letter from Toledo, im- 
porting that his aunt Donna Theodora Moscaso 
was at the point of death. He set out iostandy to \ 
tee that lady, who bad been a mother to him for 
many years; and I accompanied him in this journey 
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together with 'a valet de ch»mbrp atid one lacqney. 
Being &I1 mounted on the best liurses in our stables, , 
we" soon got to Toledo, wbere we found Donna 
Theodora in such a condition as gave us hopes that 
she would not die of (hat distemper; and truly our 
Dfognostic, though contrary to that of an old phy- 
sician who attended her, was verified by the event. 

While the health of our good aunt was re-esta- 
blishing, less, perhaps, by the remedies she took, 
than by the presence of her dear nephew, Mr. 
Treasurer passed his time as agreeably as he could, 
with- young people, whose acquaintance soon in- 
troduced him to occasions of spending hit money. 
They sometimes carried me to the tennis-court, 
where they engaged me in play ; and as I was not 
^o expert a gamester as my master Don Abel, I lost 
much oflener than I woh. I conceived itisensibly 
an inclination for play ; and if I bad entirely 
abandoned myself to that passion, it would, doubt- 
less, have compelled me to take from our cash 
some quarters of my allowance per advance: but 
luckily, love saved both my own virtue and my 
master's money. One day, as I passed by tlie 
church de los Reyes, I perceived, through a lattice, 
the curtains of which were withdrawn, a young 
maid, who seemed rather a divinity than a mortal. 
I would use a term still stronger, if there was any^ 
to denote the impression which she made upon my 
heart. I made it my business to get information 
about her, and,J)y dint of enquiry, learned that her 
name was Beatrice, and that sh4 was waiting-maid 
to Donna Julia, second daughter of the Count de 
Polan. 

Beatrice interrupted Scipio with a logd laugh ; 
dien addressing herself to my wife, " Beautiful 
Antonia (said she,} pray look steadfastly on me. 
Don't you think I have the air of a divinity ?"— 
" You had at that lime in my eyes, (said Scipio to 
her ;) and since I no longer suspect your fidelity, 
yoQ seem to me fairer than ever." My secretary. 
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lAer tAah a. 'gallanl repartee, pursued hi* hUtoiy 

thus. - 

TbiB discovery qoile iofiaiincd me : not indeed . 
with a legitimate ardour, tor I imagiaed that! 
■Uoiild easily triumph over her virtue, by presents 
capable of shaking it j but I judged amiu of the 
chaste Beatrice. lu vain did 1 offep^ier (by roeani 
of mercenary women) my purse and affection i she 
rt^ted my proposal with disdain. Her resstance 
increased my desires. I had recourse to ttae.last 
Expedient, and offered my hand, which she ac- 
cepted, when she knew that I was secretary and 
treasurer to Dou Manriquei. A.S we thought ll 
convenient to conceal our marriage for. some time, 
we were wedded privately, ia presence of Danie 
Lorenca S^^vM-a, governess of Sera^hina, and soma 
«Aer dameiticfl belotgiug to the Count do folan. 
As soon as I had narried Beatrice, she facilitated 
tke means of seeing and converging with her at 
aight in the garden^ into which I introduced myseif 
by a little door, of which elie gave me the key. 
Never were man and wife happier in oae another 
-Utan Beatrice and l^ We waited with equal 
impatience tor the hour of rendezvous, ran tbiiher 
with equal eagerness ( and the time wfaii^ we spent 
together, though it was soraettinea preUy lon£, 
seemed but a motncnt to both. 

One nighty which was as fataJ to me as the others 
hard been propitious, I was surprised, al entering 
the ^fden, to find the little daor open.. 1 was 
alarmed by dds {iaconini»B event, from whence I 
taOKnved a bad omeut I grew pale ioid trembled, 
as if I had foreseen what was to happen; aad 
advatdtqg in the dark t«wardi «« arbour where 1 
used W converse with my wife, I heard the voice 
•f« a mabv I stapt all of a sudden to listen, and 
aiy car was ioMiediately saluted with these words, 
" Don't let «ne languish (ben, my dear Beatrice ! 
oomplete roy happiness, and ooitsider that your 
eis Csnnfecled with it." Instead of having 
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psrience to hear faSm to an end, I thonfifht there 
vas no accastan for knowing more. A jealoas Tory 
took possession of my soul ; and breathing nothing 
but vengeance, I drew liiy sword, and went hastily 
into the arbour. *' Ah ! cowardly seducer, (cned 
I,) whosoever thou art, thou shaft sooner deprive 
me of life than rob me of my honour." So saying, 
I attacked the cavalier who was talking to Beatrice. 
He put himself immediately into a posture of de- 
Jlence. and fought tike a man who understood the 
art much better thdn t, who bad only received a 
few lesions at Cordova. Nevertheless, swordsman 
^s he was, I made a push which he could not parry, 
or rather his foot sllpt. I saw him fall ; and ima- 
gining that I had wounded him mortally, fled as 
fast as my legs could carry me, without answering 
Beatrice, who called me. 

"Yes, really, (said his wife, interrupting him,) 
I called in order to andecdve him. The cavalier 
with whom I conversed was no other than Don 
Ferdinand deLeyVa. That nobleman, wholoved my 
mistress, Julia, had formed a resolution of carrying 
her off by force, believing it impossible to obtain 
her by any other means ; and I myself had given 
bira a meeting in the garden, to concert with htm 
the steps of that undertaking, on which he assured 
me my fortune depended : but in vain did I call 
my husband ; be avoided me as a wife that had 
t>een unfaithful to him." 

My situation at that time was such (resumed 

- Scipio) as rendered me capable of committing any 
thing. Those who know by experience what jea- 
lousy is, and to what extravagance it drives the 
soundest understandings, will not be surprised' at 
the disorder which it produced in ray weak brain. 
I underwent a momentary transition from one 
extreme to another. I felt the emotions of hatred 

' tgcceed those of tenderness, which 1 had enter- 
tained for my wife a moment before, and made an 
oath to abandon and banish her for ever from my 
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memory. Besides, I thought I bad killed a cava- 
lier ; and in that opinion, beitig afraid of falling 
Into the hand ofjustice, suffered that inconceivable 
' anxiety which incessantly pursues, like a fury, the 
man who has done a bad action. In this horrible 
situation, my whole care being to escape,' I did not 
go home, but instantly quilted Toledo, having nr. 
other baggage than the clothes on my back .True, 
indeed, I had in my pocket sixty pistoles, which 
were a pretty good resource to a young man who 
proposed to live all his life in service. 

I walked all night long, or rather ran ; for the 
images of alguaiils, which continually haunted my 
ima^nation, supplied me still with new vigour ; 
and the mornidg surprised me between Rodillas 
and Maqueda, When I arrived at this last town, 
finding myself a little fatigued, I went into the 
church as soon as it was open, and after having put 
up a short prayer, sat down upon a bench to rest 
me. I began to muse upon my present situation, 
which, heaven knows, was perplexing enough ; but 
I had not time to make lung reflections. 1 heard 
the church echo with two or three smacks of a 
whip, whtch making me conclude that a carrier was 
passing, I got up immediately to see whether or 
not I was mistaken ; and by that time I got to the 
door, perceived one, who being mounted on a mule, 
led two moi-e in a leash. " Stop, friend, (said I to 
htm,) where are these mules going .'" " To Madrid 
(answered he.) 1 came hither with two good Do- 
minican monks, and am going back myself." 

Thfc opportunity that offered of travelling to 
Madrid inspired me with an inclinalion to go 
thither. I made a bargain with tlie carrier, mounted 
one of his mules, and we pushed forward for 
Illescas, where we were to sleep. Scarce had we 
got out of Maqueda, when the carrier, who was a 
man between iltirty-five and forty years of age, 
thundered out church-singing with vast vocifera- 
tion 1 he began wiih the prayers which the canons 
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smg at matins, then sung the Credo, as it is tnng 
at liigh mass, and passing on to vespers, proDoiinced 
fhem, without even sparing the Magnificat. Al- 
though the rogue stunned me with his noise, I 
could not help laughing, and even encouraged him 
.o continue, when he was obliged to, stop and take 
breath. " Courage, friend, (said I to him,) pray go 
«n } if heaven hath given you good lungs, I see you 
don't put them to a Bad use." — " No, indeed, 
(cried he,) I am. not, thank God, like the most part 
of carriers, who sing nothing but infamous or im- 
pious songs : I would not even repeat ballads made 
apon our wars with the Moors ; for these are things 
at least frivolous, if not wicked." — " You have 
(said 1) a purity of heart rarely to be met with 
among muleteers : with this extreme delicacy in 
the choice ofyour songs, have you likewise made a 
vow of chastity, with regard to the young wenches 
who live at inns upon the road ?" — " Certainly, 
(answered he,} continence is another thing .on 
which 1 pique myself in these sort of places, where 
I mind notliing but my mules." I was a little 
astonished to hear this phcenix of carriers talk in 
such a manner : and looking upon him as a man of 
honesty and discretion, entered into a conversation 
with him, after he had sung bis fill. 

We arrived at Illescas in the twilight, where 
alighting at an inn, I left the care of the mules to 
my companion, and went into the kitchen, where I 
ordered the landlord to prepare a good supper. 
This he promised to do so effectually, that I should 
remember I had lodged at his house the longest 
day I had to live. " Ask, (said he,) ask your carrier 
what sort of a man 1 am. Ecod ! I will defy all 
the cooks of Madrid and Toledo to make an olla 
podrida comparable to those that I compose. I 
will treat you this night with a ragout of rabbit 
dressed in my manner, and you shall see whether 
or not I have reason to boast of my skill." There- 
upon, shewing me a saucepan, wherein there was 

L,,i,.. Google 



IW ADVENTURES OF GJL BLAS. 

fubsssId)ajroun^raltl)it already minced: "There 
(a4(led he) is what I iniciid to give ^ou. When I 
have ance put in some pepper, salt, wioe, a handfol 
of Bweet herbf, and other ingredieui* which I uie 
in my sauces, I hope to serve you, in a little time, 
wiiha ragout worthy of a judge." 

The landlord, afier having thus souaded hii own 
praise, began lo dress supper; and while it was 
doing, I went into the half, where finding a kind Oi 
couch, I lay down, to sleep off niy fatigue, having 
had no rest the night before. In two hours tb« 
carrier wakening me, said, " Master, your supper 
it ready ; come, if you please, and si down at 
table." There was one in another room, with two 
foyers, at wtiich my fellow-traveller and I sitting 
down, the ragout was served. I attacked it witb a 
greedy appetite, and found it of an exquisite relish, 
wliether hunger made me Judge too favourably of 
il, or that my satiKfaction was the effect of the 
fTook'g ikill. We had also a plate of roast mutton; 
and I remarking that the carrier did honour to 
this last dish only, asked why he abstained from 
the other. He answered witb a smile, that he did 
not love rngouis. This reply, or rather the smile 
with which it was. accompanied, seemiAg to me 
mysterious, " Vou conceal (said I) the true reason 
that hinders you from eating ihe ragout ; pray, do 
me llie pleasure of lulling me know ii." . " Since 
you are so curious to know it, (he replied,) I will 
tell you, that 1 liave loathed all these sorts ol 
ragouts, since, in going once from Toledo to Cuen- 
ca, they brouglit me fur supper at an mn a hashed 
, cat instead of a rabbit, and that gave me a disgust 
at all fricassees." 

The carrier had no sooner spoke these words 
than, in spite of the hunger that devoured me, my 
appetite forsook me all of a sudden. I took it in 
my bead that I had eaten of a pretended rabbit, 
and could no longer look at the ragout without 
making wry faces. My companion did not cure 
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me of this eonjectare, when be told me, th«l it wu 
a common thin^ among the innkeepers of Spain^ 
as well a* the paitry-cooki, to subatiltite that quid 
pro quo. This discourse, yow see, was very coo- 
9»ling t and therefore, I had not the least inclina- 
tion to return to the ragout, nor even to touch tb6 
roast meat, lest the mutton might be as much Uf 
phisticated as the rabbit. I rose from table, cursinjf 
the ragout, the landlord, and bis inn; and tying 
dfmn again upon my setiee, passed the rest of thtf 
night more quietly than 1 had expected. Next 
morning early, after having paid the landlord aa 
handsomely as if I had been extremely well treated^ 
I departed from Illescas, my imagination still M 
full of the ragout, that I fancied every animaJ 
which I saw was a cat. 

I arrived in good lime at Madrid, where, as mom 
as I had satisfied my carrier, I hired a small room 
near the Sun-gate. Mine eyes, though accustomed 
to quality, were datzled by the great concourse of 
noblemen, who nsually appeared in the court-eud 
of die town. I admired the prodigioas qttantiljr 
of coaches, and the infinite nnmber of gentlemen, 
pages, and lacquies who attended the great. My 
admiration redoubled, when going to the king ■ 
levee, 1 beheld that monarch surrounded by bis 
courtiers. I was charmed at the sight, and said 
wKhin myself, ** 1 am no longer surprised at what 
I have heard, that one .cannot possibly conceive 
the magnificence of the conrt of Madrid, without 
tteing an eye-witness of it : I am overjoyed at my 
coming hither, where I foresee I shall be able to 
do something." All that I could perform, however, 
was to contract a few unprofitable acquaintances. 
I gradually spent all my money, and tlionght my- 
self very lucky in liaving an opportunity of bestow- 
ing myself, with all my ment, upon a pedant ui 
Salamanca, whom a family-sffair had brought to 
Madrid, where he was bom, and with whom I grew 
aeq<]ainted by accident. I became hit ^'-totum ; 
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nnd when he returned to the university followed 

him ihitlier. 

The name of my new patron wai Don tgnacio de 
Ipigna ; he assumed the Dun, because he had been 
preceptor to a duke, who, by way of recompence, 
settled upon him a pension for life; he enjoyed 
another as emeritus professor of the college ; and 
he drew yearly from the public a revenue of two 
or three haodred pistoles, by the bookt of dogma- 
tical morality which he printed. The manner in 
which he composed his works well deserves honour- 
able mention. He spent almost all the day in read- 
ing Hebrew, Greek, and Latin authors, and in writ- 
ing upon small squares of paper each apophthegm 
or briiliaiit thought which he met with. As these 
squares were filled, he employed me to string them 
upon wire, in form of a garland, and each garland 
made a volume. What n world of bad books did 
we 'compose ! eveiy month almost we finished two 
volumes, and immediately the press groaned with 
them. Wliat was most surprising, he published 
these l(is compilings as performances endrely new ; 
and if the critics thought proper to upbraid him 
with having pillaged the ancients, he would answer 
with most haughty assurance, Furlo' Isetamur in 
ipso. 

He was also a great commentator ; and there was 
ta much erudition in his' annotations, that he fre- 
quently made remarks on tilings scarce worthy to 
be observed ^ and sometimes wrote upon his paper 
squares passages from Hesiod and other authors, 
very little to the purpose. That 1 improved my 
titidersianding in the service of this virtuoso, it 
would be ungrateful in me to deny. 1 brought my 
hand-writing to perfection, by dint of Iraoscribing 
his works. And as in (reaung me like a pupil, 
rattier than a valei, he took care to cultivate my 
capacity ; he was also far from neglecting my mo- 
rals. " Scipio, ^ixe would say, when he heard of any 
piece of knavery committed by a servant,) beware, 
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my child, of roliowtng the bad example of that 
rogue ; a valet ought lo serve his master with equal 
fidelity and xeal." In a word, Don Ignacio ]oEt no 
occasion of inculcating virtue in nie; and his ex- 
hortation had such good effect, that I was never 
in the least tempted to play him a trick during the 
fifteen months which I spent in his house. 

I have already observed, that Doctor de Ipigna 
was originally of Madrid;, where he had a kins- 
woman called Catalina, chamhennaid to tlie prince's 
nurse. This waiting-maid, who is the same whom 
I since made use of to procure Signior de Santil- 
lane's enlai^nient from the tower of Segovia, being 
desirous of doing a good office for Doif Ignacio, 
engaged her mistress to ask a benefice for him from 
the Duke of Lerma. That minister granted him a 
nomination to the archdeaconry of Grenada, which, 
being a conquered country, is in the gift of the 
King. We set out for Madrid, as soon as we 
learned this piece of news, the Doctor intending to 
thank his benefactresses before he departed to Gre- 
nada. I had more than one opportunity of seeing 
and speaking to Catalina, who was pleased vrith 
my easy air and gay disposition. For niy part, I 
found her so much to my liking, that I could not 
help making suitable returns to the little marks of 
friendship which she bestowed upon' me. In fine, 
we contracted a mutual attachment. Forgive this 
confession, my dear Beatrice ; as I believed you 
false, that mistake ought to screen me from your 
reproaches. 

Meanwhile, Doctor Don Ignacio preparing for 
his departure to Grenada, his relation and I, fright- 
ened at the separation that threatened us, had 
recourse to'an expedient, which presnrved us from 
that tnisfor tone, I feigned myself sick, complained 
of ray head and breast, and affiled all the rymp- 
toms of a most violent distemper. My master called 
a physician, who having examined me with care, 
sincerely owned, that my distemper was a very 
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Krions^matter ; and that, in all likelihood 1 sfitnild' 
keep my chamber a long time. 

The doctor, impatient tu be at his cathedrdl, dftf 
not think proper to delay his departure, but took 
another young man into his lervice, leaving me to 
the care of a nurse, whh whom' he tfepo'sited a &utti 
of money, to defray the- expence of my fhneral if 1 
should die, or to recompence my service If I should 
recover of my disease. ' As soon as I understood 
that Don Ignacio was gone, all m:y (jomplaints va- 
nished. I got out of bed, dismissed my physiciittt 
who had so much penetration, and got ria of my 
nurse, who stole more than half of the money wHn 
which she had been entrusted in my behalf. While 
1 acted this part, Catalina performed another Ttkh 
her mistress Donna Anna de Gbevara, whom, by 
persuading her that 1 was admirable in intrigites, 
she induced to choose me for one of her AgeiitA. 
Madam nurse, whom her avarice always stimuktett 
to new undertakifigs, having occasion for such 
people, received me into ber family ; and in a littfe 
timejiut my abilidea to the prooH She gave me' 
commissions which required some address ; and, 
without vanity, I did not acquit myself aifiiss. 
Wherefore, she was as well pleased witii me as I 
had cause to be dissatisfied with her. This ]day 
was £0 covetous, that she would not allow me the 
least share of the fruits which she reaped from my 
industry and trouble. She imagined, that she acted 
with great geirerosity in paying my wages pnncttial- 
ly. This excess of avarice would have soon iu- 
duced me to quit her service, had- 1 not been re- 
tained by the a^ection of Catalina, which kindling 
everyday more and more, she proposed, in a formal, 
manner, that I should take her to wife. 

" Softly, my dey, (said I,) that ceremony Catmot 
he peformed between us so soon. I must first be 
convinced of the death of a young woman who got 
die start of ypu, and to whom (for my sins) I ant 
married." " Not you inideed, (repli-si Catalina ;} 
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;t)u only say so to conceal, in a polite manner, the 
reluctance you have to wed me." In vain did I 
protest that I spoke the truth. She looked upon 
my sincere cooregsion as a shift, and being offended . 
at it, changed her behaviour towards me. We did 
not -quarrel, but our correspondence visibly cooled, 
and we no longer retained for one another any 
other sentimeuts than those of decency and com- 
mon regard 

At this juncture, I heard that Signior Gil Blai 
de Santiitane, secreuiry to the prime minister of 
the Spanish monarchy, wanted a lacquey : -and this 
place flattered me die more, as it was represented 
the most agreeable one that I could possess. " Sig- , 
nior de Santillane (said people to me) is a person 
beloved by the Duke ofXierma, and of consequence 
cannot fail of pushing his' fortune a great way : be- 
sides, he is very generous j so that, in managing 
his affairs, you will effectually improve your own." 
1 did not neglect this opportuiuty. I went imme- 
diately, and presMited myself to Signior Gil Bias, 
Cot whom at first ught I felt a growing inclination, 
and whoradmitted me into his service on account 
of ray physiognomy. I did not hesitate in quitting 
die nurse for him ; and, if it please heaven, be sh^ 
be my last master. 

Here Sc^pio finished his history ; then addressing 
^himself to me, " Signior de Santillane, (said he,) 
pray witness for me to these Jadies that you have 
always found me a zealous and faithful servant. I 
have need of your testimony to persuade tbem that 
the son of Coscolina has purged his morals, and 
that virtuous sentiments have succeeded his vicious 
inclination." 

" Yes, ladies, (said I,) this is what I can answer 
for: if Scipio in his childhood was a real picaro, he 
has corrected his conduct so.wetl since that time, 
that he is now the model of a perfect servant Far 
from having cause to blame his behaviour towards 
me, I must own that I lie under great obligations 
I Vol. m. IS , 
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to lutn. The night on which I was apprebendec^ 
10 be carried lo the tower of Segovia, he saved Irota 
juUage, and secured a part of ray effects, which he 
night have appropriated to himseV with impaoity. 
He not ooly preaerved my money, bal also, througfa 
pure friendship, came and shut himself up with me 
in prison, preferring the melancholy pleasure (A 
ilnring nay sorrows to all the charuas of Uboty." 
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JL HAVE alrmdy observed, thai there wu grett 
harmony between Antonia and Beatrice ; the .att 
' being uied to live like a Bubmisiive waiting-woman, 
and the other habituating herself to act the mii- 
tress. Scipio and I were husbands of too much 
gallantry, and too well beloved by our wives, to 
be long without children : they grew pregnant aW 
jQOst at the same time. Beatrice, who was the 
first delivered, brought into the word a girl ; and 
a few days after Antonia crowned my h.appit)eM 
in bringing forth a boy. I tent my secretary to 
Valencia with this piece of news for the governor, 
who came t6 Lirias with Seraphina, and the Mar^ 
chionesi of Pliego, to stand god-mothers to tba 
children, being pleased to add this token of affiie- 
lioD to tboK I bad already rectived. Hy urn 
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whose god-fatfaer and god-mother were that nolile- 
man aud the mafchionvu, was chrUlened Alphonso; 
aod my lady governess, willing that I should have 
, the honour of being doubly her gossip, stood with 
ine for Scipio's daughter, lb whom we gave the 
dame of Seraphipa. 

Not only the people of my faroi!y were rejoiced 
at the birth of my soi^ the inhabitants of Lirias 
likewise celebrated it by feasts, which showed that 
the whole village partook of their master's pleasure. 
But, alas ! our rejoicings were not of long duration * 
or tatfae^, .they wa« all of a tudden Qonveited into 
groans, complainis, and lamentation^, liy an event 
which more than twenty years have uDtheen able 
to make me forget, and which will ever be present 
to my thoughts : my son died, and his mother, 
though safely deliverad, soon loUowed him ; a vio- 
lent fever robbed me of my dear wife, fonrteea 
months after we had been married. Let the reader 
conceive, if possible, the sorrow with which I was 
seized. I fell into a state of stupid dejection ; and 
iell my loss so much, that I Manied qiM insenu- 
ble. I was in this condition five or six days, dur> 
ing which, I would take no sustenance j and had it 
not been for Scipio, I believe I should Qtber have 
let myself die of hunger, or have lost my reasoti 
entirely ; but that dexterous secretary found meftni 
to beguile my grief, by conforming himself to it - 
be made me swallow broths, by the art of presenting 
them with such a mortified look, as if he gave them 
Bot so much with a view of preserving my life, at 
^nursing my affliction. 

This affectionate servant, having written to Don 
Alpboosb an account of my misfortune, and the 
deplorable situattou in which T was ; that tender 
•Da compassionate nobleman, that generoos friend, 
repaired immediately to Lirias. 1 cannot, without 
being melted, recall the moment in which he pre- 
aentej himself lo my ^ew : " My dear Santillaoe! 
' (taid fae, embracing me^) I am not come hither to 
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console you ; I am come to mourn witb yon, for 
AntODia, aa you wQuld mouro with me, had fate 
robbed me of my Seraphina." In e^ect, he shed 
tears, and mingled his sighs with mine : so ttiat, 
overwhelmed as I was with sorrow, I had a lively 
sense of Don Alphonso's goodness. 

This governor having had a long conference with 
Scipto, about the means of vanquishing my grief, 
ibey concluded that I must, for some time, be re- 
moved from Lirias, wh^re every thing recalled in- 
cessantly to my mind the image of my poor Anlonta. 
Upon this, Don Caesar's son proposed to carry me 
witb him to Valencia, and my secretary seconded 
bim so well, that I yielded to bis proposal. I left 
Scipio and his wife at my house, every part of 
which, indeed, served only to increase my affliction, 
and set out with the governor. When I arrived 
at Valencia, Don Caesar and his daughter-in-law 
spared nothing to divert my chagrin ; they enter- 
tained me hy turns with all the amusements that 
seemed proper to dispel it ; but, in spite of all 
their endeavours, I continued, as much as ever, 
plunged in the most profound melancholy. It was 
not Scipio's fault, that I did not resume my tran- 
quillity: he came often from Lirias' to Valencia, to 
know bow I was, and returned sad or gay, as he 
perceived me more or less disposed to receive cotfi- 
solation. 

One morning, entering my chamber, " Sir, (said 
be, with great emotion,} there is a report in the 
city, which interests the whole kingdom ; it is said 
that Philip the Third is no more, and that tiiie 
Prince his son is now upon the throne; nay more, 
(added he,) that the Cardinal Duke of Lerma has 
lost bis post; that be is even forbid the court, and 
' that Don Gaspard de Guzman,* Count d'Olivarez, 



* Don Gaspard de Guzman, Duke of St Lucar d« 
Barameda, aiid CouM de Olivarez, upon the death of 
Philip the Third, 4('disgrace of the Cardinal Duki: i^ 
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n DOW prime miDister." I fe]t myself agitated by 
this piece of; news, without koowing wberef&re ; 
and pcipio perceiving it, aslied if I was any how 
affected by ttiis great change? " Why should it 
affect me, my child? (said I.) 1 have quitted the 
court, and ought to look with indifference apon alt 
tiic changes that can happen there." 

" For a man of your age,' (replied the son of 
Coscolina,) you are very much detached from the 
world : were I in your place, 1 shoukl have a long- 
ing desire to go to Madrid, and show my face to 
the young monarch, to see if he would remember /-, 
ne; this is a' pleasure in which I would indulge 
myself." " 1 understand thee, (said I ;) thoti wouldst 
have me return to court, to try fortune anew, or 
rather to grow ambitious and covetous again." 
." Why should your morals be corrupted ? (answer- 
ed Scipio :) have more confidence in your own vir^ 
toe ; I will answer for your conduct ; (he whole- , 
■ome reflections which you made upon the court, 
during your disgrace, will screen you from the 
perils of it; re-embarkboldly upon a sea, (he shelves 
of which you are so well acquainted with." " Pejice, 
flatterer ! (said 1, interrupting him with a smile,) art 
thou tired of seeing me lead a quiet life ■■' I thought 
thou hadst a greater regard for my repose." 
• In this part of our co\i versa tion,' Don Csesar and 
his son coining in, confirmed the news of the King's 
death, as well as ttie Duke of Ijerma's misfortune ; 
they moreover told me, that this minister having 
asked leave to return to Rome, it was refused, and 
he was ordered torepairtohismarquisateat Denia; 



Lerma, becune pnme minister to Philip the Fourth, and 
enjoyed, at one time, the posts of great chamSerlain, 
high chancellor of the Indies, treasurer-general of An-a- 

Kn, supreme counsellor of atate, chief master of the 
rae, captain-^tneral of the whole Spanish OTalry, tUMl 
gofermir of GuipUB«oa. 
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then, at if they bad been in coac«t with my Mcn- 
tary, they advised me to go to Madrid, and present 
myself to the new King, since I was known to bim, 
and had even done him such service as the .great 
always recompence with pleasure. " As for my 
part, (said Don Alphonso,) I don't doubt but he 
wilt be grateful, and that Philip the Fourth will 
pay the debts of tbe Prince of Spain." " I am ot 
the same opinion, (said Don Ceesar,) and look upoD 
Santillane s jonrney to court as an occasion for fain 
to arrive at great prefermenL" 

" Truly, gentlemen, (cried I,) you don't consider 
what yon say : to hear you, one would think I had 
' nothing to do but repair to Madrid, in order to have 
the golden key, or some government, ^conferred ■ 
npon rae : you are mistaken ; I am, on tbe contrary, 
persuaded, that the King would take do notice o. 
Biv person, were I to present myself to bis view : i 
will do it, if you desire, in order to disabuse yon." 
Tbe noblemen of Leyva took me at my word, and 
I could not help promising that I would immedi- 
ately set out for Madrid. As soon as my secretary, 
saw me determined on the journey, he felt an im- 
moderate joy : be imagined that I should no sooner 
appear before die new monarch, Uian that prince 
would distinguish me in tbe crowd, and load me 
with honours and wealth ; thereupon, feeding hit 
fancy with' tin most splendid chimeras, he raised 
me to the first offices of the state, and preferred 
himself by tbe help of my elevation. 

I got ready, therefore, to return to court, not 
with a view of sacrificing again to Fortune, but lo 
satisfy Don Ciesar and his son, who imagined that 
I should soon possess the favour of my sovereign. 
True it is, I myself felt at bottom some deure of 
trying if the young prince would know .me agwn : 
attracted by this emotion of curiosity, without hope 
or design of reaping any advantage from the new 
leign, I departed with Scipio for Madrid] leaving 
I « Voi, ilj, 
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dM em «Cmy hovM to Bewric^ who waa hi f»> 
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Wc gsfned Madrid in less tban «^ dayi, Dor 
Alpbonso having accommodated ui with two afhii 
belt hones, that we night make the greater des- 
patch ; and we alighted at a furnished house, where 
I lodged before, belonging to Vincent Forrero, my 
tM landlord, who was very glad to see me again. 

As this was a man who piqued bimielf upon 
knowing every thing that happened, both at conrt 
and city, I asked if there was any tfaiag new. " A 
great many things, (answered be.) Since the death 
of Philip tlie Third, the friends and partixans of the 
Cardinal Duke of Lerma have bestirred theoaselvet 
to maintain his eminency in the ministry ; InU tbeir 
efforts have been ineffectual : the Count d'Olivsrei 
has got tlie better of them all. It is sud^ thai 
Spain loses nothing by the change, and that the 
new prime minister has a genius of soch vast ex- 
tent, that he is abl<; to govern, the whole world i 
heaven preserve him ! What is certain, (added be,) 
fs, that ^e people have conceived the highest o[n- 
nion of his capacity; and we shall see, in the end, 
whether the Duke of Lerma is well at ill replaced." 
Forrero having thus opened, gave me an account 
of all the changes which had been made at conrt 
tince the Count d'OUvares steered the helm of ihe 
monarchy. , 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I went to 
court in the afternoon, and put myself in the King'* 
Way as he went into his closet; bnt he did Mtlook 
M me. I returned next day to the tame place, but 
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was not more fortunate. The third time, he cast 
his eyes upon me as he passed, but seemed to take 
no notice of my person ; whereupon I came to a 
determination, and said to Scipio, who accompanied 
me, " Thou seest that the King does not rememl>er 
me ; or if he does, has no mind to renew the ac- 
quaintance : I believe it will not be amiss for us to 
Bet oat upon our return to Valencia." " Not so 
&st, Sir, (replied my secretary :) you know better 
than I, that success at court is only to be obtained 
by patience : don't cease showing yourself to the 
Prince ; by dint of perseverance in appearing before 
him, you will oblige him to consider yon more at- 
tentively, and to recall the features of his agent 
with the fair Catalina." 

That Sctpio might have nothing to reproach me 
with, 1 had the complaisance to continue the same 
conduct duving three weeks ; and one day, at 
length, the monarch, struck with uiy ^gpearance, 
ordered me to be called in ; and I entered his 
ctQset not without great disorder, to find mysek 
tete-a*t«ie with my sovereign. "Who are youf 

isaid he ;) I vemember your face, but cannot recol- 
ect where I have seen you." " Sir, (answered I, 
trembling,) I had the honour to conduct yourma- 

~ jesty, one night, with the Count de Lemos, to the 

house of -" " bh ! 1 remember it, (said the 

Prince, interrupting me |1 you were secretary to the 
Duke of Lerma, and if I am not mistaken, your 
oame is Santillane. I have not forgot that you 
served me with abundance of zeal on the occasion, 
and that yon was very ill rewarded for your pains : 
was not you imprisoned for that adventure ?" 
" Yes, Sir, (said 1,) I was six months in the towei 
of Segovia, from whence your goodness delivered 
ine." " That (answered he) does not acquit me oi 
^6 obligation; It is not enough to set you at liberty, 
I ought to recompense you for the misfortune which 

, you suffered for love of me." 

Jusl as the prince had pronounced these von^^ 



fl(M ADVENTOBES Of CIL BLA9. 

the Connt d'Olivarec entered the closet. A fkvoar- 
ite takes umbrage at every thing : he was astonished 
to find a stranger there ; and the King redoubled 
his surprise, in saying to him, "Count, I recom- 
mend this young man to you ; employ him in some 
shape or other, and lake care of bis advancement" 
The minister aSected to receive this order with a 
gracious look, eyeing me from head to foot, and 
very anxious to know who I was. ** Go, friend, 
(said the monarch to me, making a sign for me to 
retire,) the Count will not fail to employ you in an - 
advantageous manner, both for my service, and 
your own interest." 

I immediately quitted the closet, and rejoined , 
the Son of Coscolina, who, extremely impatient to 
know what the King had said to me, remained in 
the nimoEt agitation. He asked me forthwith, 
whether we must return to Valencii^ or stay at 
conn? " Thou sliali judge," (said I :)then I over- 
whelmed Mhn with joy, in recounting to him, word 
for word, the short conversation which I had with 
the King. " My dear master, (said Scipio tp nfe; 
when he had heard it,) will you distrust^nyJmanacs 
again ? Confess that the Lords of LeyVa and I 
were not to blame in exhorting you to take p trip 
to Madrid. I already see yon in some eminent 
part : you will become the Calderona of Count 
d'Olivarez." " That is not at all what I wish, (said 
1, interrupting him ;) I have no ambition for a place 
which is environed with bo many precipices. I 
would rather have an employment in which I s||puld 
have no occasion to do injustice, or carry on a 
shameful traffic of my prince's favours : atler the 
use I made of my past credit, I cannot be too much 
upon my guard against avarice and ambition." 
" Com'e, Sir, (replied my secretary,) the minister 
will give you some good post, which you may fill 
without ceasing to be an honest man." 

More urged by Scipio than by my own curiosity, 
I went next day to the house of Count d'Otivares 
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before snn-rise, having been infurmed that every 
' morntng, in summer and winter, be gave audience 
by candle-light. I modestly took my station in the 
corner of the hall, from whence I narrowly observed 
the Count when he appeared ; for I ha^ but a su- 
oerficial view of him in the King's closet ; he waa 
taller than the middle siie, and might have passed 
for a fat man in a country where we see none al- 
most but lean people : his shoulders were so high, 
(hat I thought him hunch-backed, though he was 
not so : his bead, which was extremely large, hung - 
down upon his breast; his hair was black and 
straight, his visage long, his complexion of an olive 
colour, his mouth sunk in, and his chin peaked and 
turned upwards at the end* 

All this togetlier could not make a very hand- 
some appearance ; nevertheless, as I believed him 
to be well disposed towards me, I looked upon bim 
with a favourable eye, and even found him agree- 
able. True it is, he treated every body with aa 
afiable and pleasant air, and very graciously re- 
reived the memorials which<were presented to him: 
aud this seemed to supply the place of a good per- 
son. Meanwhile, wheij I advanced in my turn to 
salute him, and make myself known, he darted a 
rude and threatening look at me ; then turning bii 
back, without deigning to hear me, returned into 
his closet. I now thought him more ugly than he 
was naturally, went out of the hall very much con- 
founded at such an unfavourable reception, and did 
not know what to think of the matter. 

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited'for me at the 
door, •' Dost thou know (said 1) what' reception I 
have met with?" "No, (answered he;) but it i> 
not difficult to guess: the minister, ready to con- 
form himself to the pleasure of his prince, hat 

* It was probabtf on acconnt of diis dbadvantagwHis 
figure that he eommooljr gave audwuce from hut coach, 
or recHved people sittiD^ 
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doubtless ofiered you some considerable employe, 
tuenl." " There you are mistaken," (I replied;) 
telling bim, at the same time, in what manner 1 
had been received. Having listened attentively, 
be said, "The Count tnust have forgotten you, oi 
nistaked you for somebody else : I advise you to 
wait on him again, and i am sure he will treat you 
with another sort of look." I followed my secre- 
tary's advice, and presented myself tl^ second time 
before the minister, who treated me still worse than 
the first, frowned at me, as if the sight of me had 
given him pain, turned his eyes another way, ana 
retired without speaking one word. 

I was touched to' the quick by his behaviour, and 
tempted to depart immediatdy for Valencia: but 
this Scipio did not fail to oppose; being unwilling 
to renounce the hopes which he had conceived. 
* Post thou not see (said I to him) that the Count 
wants to remove me from court ? The King has ^ 
expressed to bim some regard for me, and that is 
sufiicient-to bring upon me the aversion of his fa- 
vourite; let us yield, *my child, let us yield with a 
good grace to the power of such a formidable foie." 
" Sir, (answered lie, inceflsed against the Count 
d'Olivaret,) I would not so easily quit my ground; 
1 would go and complain to his majesty of the 
little regard which the minister shows to his re- 
commendation." " Bad counsel, my friend, (said I ;) 
if I should take that imprudent step, 1 would sooo 
repent it ; nay, I believe 1 run some risk in tarrying 
in this city," 

My secretary began to weigh these words, and 
considering that we had actually to do with a man 
who might make us visit the tower of Segovia, he 
partook of my fear, and no longer opposed my de- 
sire of quitting Madrid, from whence I resolved to 
move the very nest day. 
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CHAPTER m. 

Om my return to my lodging I met iqy old friend 
Joseph Navarro, «lerk of the kitchen to Don Bal- 
^msBT de Zuniga. I went up to him, salulied hisa^ 
«Bd aslwd if he knew me, and if he would still be 
so good as to speak to a wretch who had repaid 
hit friendship wiUi ingratitude. " You ronfess then 
(said he) tiiat you have not used eoe extremely 
well ?" " Yes, (aoswered I ;) and you have a right 
to load me with reproaches : I deserve them ail, if 
[ have not already expiated my crime by the re- 
noree which attended it" " Sinc^ you have re- 

^ penled of your fault, (replied Navarro^ embracing 
me,) I anglM no longer to remember it." l^ oo my 
part, hugged Joseph in my arms ; abd we nsuimea 
«ur former seiitimeots for each o^er. 

He had beard of my intprisoament, and the dis- 
«rder of my affairs, but was ignorant of what fol- 
lowed. I informed him of all, and even recounted 
to him tbe coiwers»tion I had with the King; not 
concealing the bad receptiott I had met with from 

' the minister, no more than my design of retjrtng 
•gain to my eoUtude. " Beware of going thither, 
{■aid lie :) since our monarch has expressed a frieod- 
fihip for you, it must certainly he of some service. 
Between you aod me, the Count d'Olivarez has a 
very singular disposition, and is full of whims : he 
sometimes, as on tliis occasion, acts in a very un- 
mocouBiable manner ; and nobody but himself has 
the key of his irr^ilar behaviour. Finally, what- 
ever reaa<His he may have for receiving you in this ' 
-manner, Mick close to ttie business; lie will not 
hinder you from profiting by the prince's bounty ; 
this is what I assure you : I will mention it thii 
evening to Signior Don BaJtbasar de Zuniga, my 
master, who is uncle to the Count d'Olivaret, and 
shares with him the cares of government." Na- 



308 ADVENTtntES W GIL BLAS. 

varro having told me this, asked a direction to my 
■ lodging : and go we parted. 

It WHS not long before I saw him agun. Coninr 
to ine next day, " Signior de Ssntillane, (»aid he,) 
^ou have a protector in iny maiter, who will &voiit 
you with his support. On account of the good 
character which 1 gave of you, he has promised 
to speak in your behalf to his nephew the Counl 
d'Olivam, whom I hope he will prepossess in yoiu 
favour." My friend IVavarro, who did not serve 
me by halves, introduced me two days after to 
Don Balthatar,* who said to me with a courteoiu 
look, " Signior de SanUllane, your friend JosefA 
has spoke so Well of you, as to engage me in your 
interests." I made a profound bow to Signior de 
Zuniga; and answered, that I should all my life 
have a lively tense of the obligation 1 Jay nnder to 
Mavarro, for having procured for me the protection 
of a minister who was justly styled the light of the 
council. Don Balthaiar, at this flattering reply, 
clapt me on the shoulder, saying with a smile, 
" You may go again to-morrow to the levee of the 
Count d'OIivarez, with whom yon will be better 
satisfied than before." 

1 appeared, therefore, the third time, before the 
prime minister; who, having distinguished me in 
the crowd, honoured me with a smiling look, from 
wheuce I conceived a good omen. " This goes 
well, (said I to myself;) the uncle has made the 
nephew hear reason." I now expected a favour- 
able' reception; and my expectation was fulfilled: 
the Count, after haviag given audience to every 
body, sent for me to fats closet, where he said to 
me with a familiar air, " Friend Santillane, forgive 
me for having thrown thee into perplexity for my 



* Don Bdthazar de Zunigli, Count d« Mootenn, i 
' it of LeoD, governor to Philip tbi " 
. HJubaisador at Rome and viei 



fjreat commander of Leon, governor to Philip the Fourth, 
Kio^ of SpaJD. HJubaiBador at " .%.»■-. • 

lireaideat of the ItaUc Councii 
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diversion ; I pleased myself with giving thee an- 
easiness, in order to try thy pnldence, and see what 
thou wonldEt do in thy chagfln. I don't doubt 
that thou thoughtest I was displeased with thee: 
biy, on the contrary, liiy child, I own I have a 
iking to ihy person. Though the King, my master, 
had not ordered me to take care of thy fortune, I 
should have done it through pure inclination. Be- 
ndes, my uncle Don Balthaiar de Znifiga, to whom 
I can refuse nothing, has desired me to look upon 
thee as one for whom he interests himself: this is 
enough to determine me in thy favour." This de- 
claration made such a strong impression upon my 
senses, that they, were quite disordered. I threw 
myself at the feet of the minister, who having bid 
me rise, went on in this manner: " Come hither 
again this aAernoon, and calt for my steward, who 
will impart to thee the orders I shall give him." 
So saying, his excellency went out to hear mass, 
as be usually did every day after having given 
audience ; and then repaired to the King's levee." 



CHAPTER IV. 



1 DID not fail to retuni in the aAemoon, ana 
call for the steward, whose name was Don Ray- 
mond Capons. I no sooner told him my name, 
tfian, saluting ' me with great demonstrations oi 
respect, *'Sigmor,(said he,) follow me, if you please; 
I will conduct you to the apartment which is des- 
tined for you in this house." So saying, he carried 
me by a little stair to a range of tlve or six rooms, 
which composed the second story of one wing of 
the house, and which were very plainly furnished. 
" This (said he) is the lod^ng which his grace ap- 
points for vou : and here you will have a table with 
Voi. lU. 1* 
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SIX covers^ maintained at his ezpence. Tou wtll 
be served by faia (vvn domestics, and there will 
always be a coach at your command. This is not 
all, (added he;} his excellency has ordered me to 
treat you with the same respect as if you was wf 
the family of Guzman." " What the deuce is the 
meaning of all this .'' ^said I to myself.) How am I 
to understand these distinctions.'' is there not some 
mischief at bottom .'' and is it not for his diversion 
that die minister gives me such honotiratle treat- 
ment.'" While I was in this uncertainty, fluctuating 
between hope and fear, a page came and totd me 
that the Count wanted me. I went instantly to 
hu grace, who being alone in his closet, " Well, 
Santillane, (said he,) art thgu satisfied with thy 
apartment, and the orders which I have given to 
Don Raymond ?" " The goodness of your excel- 
lency (answered I) seems to be excessive: and I 
receive it with fear" and trembling." " For wha( 
reason ? (said he^ Can I do too much honour to a 
man whom the King has recommended to my care: 
Ho, indeed : I do no more tli^n my duty in treating 
Ihee in an honourable manner : be not therefore 
surprised at what I do for thee ; and be ' assured, . 
that a solid and splendid fortune cannot escape 
thee, prtAided thou art as much attached to me as 
thou wast to the Duke ofLerma. But with regard 
to that nobleman, (added he,) I have been told thai 
you lived in great familiarity with him. 1 aiu cu- 
rious to know how you two became acquainted, 
and what employment you exercised under that 
minister : disguise nothing : I insist upon liearing 
the whole truth." I then remembered my perplex- 
ity with the Duke of Lerma, in the same case, 
and in what manner I extricated myself: and this I 
practised again very successfully: that is to say, in 
my narration I softened the rough places, and pass- 
ed slightly over those places which did not much 
redound to my honour : I likewise spared the Duke 
ofLerma; though in doing otherwise I should have 
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bener pleased my hearer. As for Don Rodrigo de 
Calderona,* I gave him no quarter, hut disclosed 
alt the fine strokes 'Which [ knew he struck in the 
traffic of commaDderies, governments, and bene- 
fices. 
J " What yon tel! me of Calderona, (said the mi- 
nister, interrupting me,) is conformable to several 
memorial* which have been presented against him, 
and which contain heads of accusation still more 
important. His trial will soon come on ; and if 
you wish his downfall, I believe your desire will 
De satisfied." " I don't desire his death, (said I ;) 

" Rodrigo dc Calderona, after having beep page to the 
Vice-Cbancellor of Arragon, entered into the service o' 
the Duke of Lerma, and by the interest and favour o. 
Jat minister, nhieh be engTOesed in a ven' pardcubur 
manner, obttuned very conuderable offices. He was first 
of all made geotleman of the bed-cbamber to the King, 
then secretary of state : some time after, he received the 
collar of the order of St. Jago, was made commander of 
Arcana, and created capt^iin of the German guard. Such 
extraordinary favour he could m>t bear nUb moderation, 
but becoming extremely iaeotent and licentious, despised 
the most powerful grandees of Spain, to whose hatred be 
fell a sacrifice, after tbe disgrace of the Cardinal Duke 
of Iicrma. He was arrested in the year IBIB, and tried 
on an impeBchment containine lao articles ; among which 
were sorcery and poisoning the Queen : though these tWD 
were not proved, yet he was condemned to lose his head ; 
and being allowed to dispose of, by- will, no more than 
twg thousand ducats of all his immense wealth, was or> 
dered to prepare for death. He was afterwards deprived 
of the ensigns of knighthood, and conducted to the placa 
of execution, dressed in a rassock mourning cloak, with 
a f!aul of frize, and a cross upon his breast. His body. 
With two torches on each side of it, was guarded on the 
scaOold by a party of the patrole till fhe evening, when 
a great number of priests being assembled to honour his 
rrmains, they were dismissed and forbid to accompany 
the corpse, which was carried without any pomp to the 
church of the Carmelites, according to his own desire. 
His head was severed by a stroke upon the throat ; be- 
^^au8e in Spain none but traitors receive it on the neck 
behind : and be died with sudi courage and decency, ai 
■Rected even his enemies with sorrow and remorse. 
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tbongfa it wai not his fault that I found not miiM 
in the tower of Se^via, where he was the cauie 
of my being imprisoned for a good many months." 
" How ! {cried his excellency,) was Don Rodrigo 
the cause of thy imprtEonment ? this is what I did 
not know. Don Balthaiar, to whom Navarro re- 
counted thy history, told me that the late King 
ordered thee to be cotilined, as a punj^ment for 
having carried the Prince of Spain to a suspected 
place in the night; but I knew no more of the 
matter ; and I cati't conceive what part Calderona 
could play in the piece." " The part of a lover 
who revenges an injury received," (answered I.) 
I then told him the whole adventure, which he 
thought so diverting, that, grave as he was, he 
could not help laughing, or rather weeping with 
mirth. He was infinitely rejoiced with Cataltna, 
■ometimes niece, and sometimes grand- daughter, as 
wAI as the part which the Duke of Lerma acted in 
the whole. 

When I had finished my narration, the Count 
diimiseed me, saying, that he would not fail to find 
. roe some employment nett day, I ran immediately 
to the house of Zuniga, te thank Don Balthazar 
for his good offices, and to tell my friend Joseph 
* ow 1^11 1 was with the ime minister. 
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CHAPTER V. 

As soon as I saw Joseph, I told him, with some 
agitation, that I bad a great many things to com- 
municate; npon which be carried ine4o a private 
place ; .where, after having informed bim of wnat 
Dad hB|ipeiied, I asked bis opinion of the matter. 
'My opinion (answered he] is, that you are in the 
way of mailing a vast fortune : every thing smilet 
upon you : you are agreeable to the prime minister i 
and anotlier thing which may turn out to yoor 
advantage is, that I can do you the same service 
which you received from my uncle Melchior de 1ft 
Ronda, when you first entered the family of tbt 
Archbishop of Grenada. He spared you the trouble 
of studying the prelate and bis principal ofGcers, by 
disclosing their different characters to you at once 
and I will, after bis example, make you acquainted 
with the Count, the Countess his wife, and Doona 
Maria de Guimao,' their only child. 

" The minister has a quick, penetrating geniw, 
capable of formingfgrand designs. He sets up, for 
an universal man, because he has a small dnctore 
of every science, and believes himself able to de- 
cide on every thing. He imagines himself a pro- 
foand lawyer, a great captain, and a most con- 
■uroraate politician. Add to this,- he is so intoxi- 
cated with hb own opinions, that he always follows 
them rather than those oi others, that be may not 
seem beholden to the nnderstanding of any man. 
Between you and me, this defect may have straage 
consequences, from which heaven preserve the 
monarchy ! He shines in the council by a natural 
eloquence; and he would write as well as he speaks, 
if, in order to dignify his style, he did not affect 
' egressions which render it stiff and obscure. He 
is, besides, very whimsical, capricious, and chn 
nericaL So much for bis head. As to his heart, b« 
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18 generous and friendly. ' He is said to l)e vm- 
dictive : but what Spaniard is otherwise } He i« also 
accused of ingratitude, in bMog the occasion of 
exiling the Duke dlJzeda and the Friar Lewis 
Aliaga ; to whom, people say, fae had great obliga- 
tions : but this is pardonable ; the desire of beiog 
prime minister prevails over every other sendmsnL 

" Donna AgnM d« Zimigs a Velasco, Connteia ^ 
of Olivarei, (continned JoBe[rit,} is a lady who haa 
no fault that I know, but that of selling her favours 
St a high price. As for Donna Maria de Guxman, 
who is, without centradlction, this day the richest 
match in Spain, she is an accomplislwd young lady, 
and the Idol of her father ; model your behaviour 
accordi&gly ; be assiduous in midiing your court to 
these two ladies, and appear still more devoted to 
the Count d'OUvarex than you was to the Duka 
of Lerma before your journey to Segovia ; in which 
case you will certainly b«come a personage <^ rank 
and power. 

" 1 likewise advise yon (added he) to wait upon 
my master Don Balthaiar h^m lime to time} 
thongh you have no need of him for your advance- 
ment, don't neglect him ; he hift a very good opi- 
a\on of you at present; preserve his friendship and 
esteem, which may be of service to yon upon some 
occasion or other." — " As the uoclo and thelfephew 
(said n are boUi concerned in the ministry, is ifaere 
no jealousy between the two coileagttcs ?" — " Oa 
the contrary, (answered he,) they live together ia^ 
the greatest harmony. Had it not been for Doa 
Balthazar, the Count d'Olivarez, perfaaps, would 
not have been prime minister: for, in snort, after 
the death of Philip the Third, all the friends and 
partisans of the house of Sandoval exerted thnn- 
■rives very much ; some in favour of the Cardioaly 
and others in behalf of fais son; but my master^ 
who was the most subtle among the courtiers, and 
At Count as cunning as he, broke all their me^ 
fores, and took such efiecOial steps to secure that ' 
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place, tfiat their anta^nists were quite foiled. The 
Count d'Olivarez, when he became minister, shared 
the administration with his uncle Don Balthazar, 
to wIio«i he left the care of foreign afiairs, reserv- 
ing^ all domestic concerns to himself: so that, by 
these means, strengthening the ties of friendship 
which ou^t naturally to unite persons of the same 
blood, these two noblemen, independent of one 
another, live in such good correspondence as to me 
•eems unalterable." 

Such was the conversation I had with Joseph ; 
by whose information I hoped to profit : after which 
I went to thank Signior de Zuniga Cot his goodness . 
towards me. He told me very politely that he 
would seize every occasion of befriending me, and 
that he was very glad to find me satisSed with his 
nephew, to whom he assured me he would speak 
again in my favour ; resolving, at least, (he said,) to . 
convince me tiiat he had my welfare at heart ; and 
that instead of one patron, I bad two. It was thus 
that Don Baltbasar, oat of friendship for Navarro, 
interested himself in my behalf. 

That very evening I quitted my hired room, to 

fo and lodge at the prime minister's house, where 
supped with Scipio in my own apartment. There 
we were served by the domestics of the family, 
who, while we ate our victuals with an affected 
gravity, laughed, perhaps, within themselves, at the 
respect which they were commanded to show. 
When the table was uncovered, and they were re- 
tired, my secretary, laying aside his constraint, 
said a thousand diverting things, which his gay 
disposition and sangnine hopes inspired. As for 
me, although oveijoyed at the brilliant situation in 
which I saw myself, 1 felt myself no longer dis- 
posed to be daisied by it: but going to bed, slept 
totmdly, without giving way to the agreeable ideas 
with which I might have entertained my fancy ; 
whereas the amhidoos ScijHo enjoyed litde repos^ 

L Cookie 



116 > ADVENTURES OP OIL BLAS. , % 

but passed balf of the night in hbarding up mone^ 
for ttie portion of his daughter Seraphina. 

I had scarce got on my clothes next roorniDg, 
when I was sent for by his grace ; who, vben I 
came before him, said to me, " Well, Santillane. 
let us see a specimen of what thou canst do : tfaoa 
sayest the Duke of Lerma employed thee in 
abridging memorials ; 1 have got one, which I in- 
tend for thy first essay. The subject of it is (his ; 
it must be a performance to prepossess the public 
in favour of my ministry. 1 have already privately 
spread a report, that I found afiairs in very great 
(Tisorder: the business, therefore, is to expose to 
the eyes of both court and city the miserable con- 
dition to which the monarchy is reduced. We* 
must, on this subject, draw a picture which will 
strike the people, and hinder them from regretdng 
the loss of my predecessor. Afler that, you must 
extol the measures which I have taken to render 
his majesty's reign glorious, his dominions Sou- 
risfaing, and his subjects perfectly happy." 

His grace, having spoke iu this manner, gave me 
a paper, containing the just causes the nation had 
to complainof the precedingadministration, summed 
np in ten articles ; the least of which, I remember, 
was sufficient to alarm all good Spaniards : then 
shutting me in a closet adjoining to his own, he 
left me to work at liberty. I began to compose my 
memorial as well as I could. I first of all de- 
scribed the bad condition of the kingdom, the 
finances exhausted, the royal revenu^ engrossed by 
partisans, and the marine entirely ruined. I then 
demonstrated the faults committed by those who 
bad governed the state under the last reign, and 
the terrible consequences which might proceed 
from these faults. In short, I represented the 
monarchy in danger, and so sharply censured the 
former minister, that, according to my memorial, 
the loss of the Duke of Lerma was a great hap[H- 
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Dcsi for Spain. To say the truth, though 1 har- 
boured no resentment against that Doblemao, I was 
not sorry to do him this good office. Such ts the 
disposition of man ! 

In fine, after a frightful picture of the inis- 
fortunes which threatened Spain, I encoaraged the 
minds of the people by making them conceive fair 
hopes of the future. I made the Count' d'Olivarex , 
speak tike a saviour sent from heaven for the salva- 
tion of the state; I promised mountains and 
miracles: in a word, I entered so well into the 
views of the new minister, that he seemed surprised 
at my performance : which when he had read to an 
end, " Santillane, (said he,) dost thou know that 
thou hast composed a morsel worthy of a secretary 
of state f I am not snrprised that the Duke of 
Lerma employed Ahy pen ; thy style is concise, and 
even elegant ; but I think it is a littfc too natural." 
* He then pointed out the places which were not to 
his taste, altering them with his own hand : and I 
perceived, by his' corrections, that he loved (as 
Navarro bad told me) obscure and far-fetched- 
expressions. Nevertheless, though he was resolved 
to have nobleness, or rather conceits in his diction, 
be preserved two-thirds of my work : and, to show 
how well he was satisfied with my rapacity, sent 
to me, by Don Raymond, three hundred pistoles, 
as adessert at dinner. 
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This favour of the minister furnished Scifuo 
with a new opportunity of congratulating my re- 
turn to court. *' Y.ou see (said he) that fortune has 
great designs in your favour. Are you now sorry 
for havinir quitted your solitude ? Long life to the 
K Vol- ni. 
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Count d'Olivarei ! be is quite another tort of t 
patron than bis predecessor. TheDukeof I^rmii 
though you was to much attached to hiiU) let ypK 
languish several months without giving you opt 
pistole } whereas the Count has already b^stov^er 
iipoif you s gralificatiofi, which you cou)d opt h^yc 
expected till after ]or)g service. 

" I wish (added he) that th^ I^ordt fifl^yy» were 
vilnesses ol the bappioess which you eujoy, qr at 
least made acquainted with it." — " It is tip)e i(\- ^ 
deed for them to hnow it, (ani^'e^ed I,) and I w«« 
just going to ulk to thee ^bout the matter. I 
don't dpubt that they are extreipely in^patfent tQ 
hear from npe ; but I 'waited until [ sttpuld sep 
myself settled in some shape or olh^r, and b» able 
U> ii}fp|u tii^m positively whether Qf nqt I should 
stay at GOtirt. Nqw that } an) ^edi ^oa n|i^yest 
set out lor Vipleneta when thou wilt, to iiffflnp 
those nsbleoieu of iny present situation) wl)jch 1 ■ 
Ipok upon as their owq work, since it is cfrtfup, 
tb^t bad it not been for thew I should never bav^ 
■determined ifpon my jqurney to Madri<4>"-t-~" My 
dear' master) (cried the son of CascoUna,) l(qi|v 
happy will they be, wbei) I recount \o them wh^l 
has Itappened to yqu ! would I were already at the 
gates of Valencia ! but I shajl be there very soon : 
Xtoa Alphonsp's twq horses are ready : [ will set 
out immediately with one of his grace's (acquies; 
for besides that I shall be g4ad of a companion on 
the road, you know people will be daziled by the 
livery of the prime minister. 

I could not help laughing at the ridiculous vanity 
of my secretary; though vainer still, perhaps, than 
be, I let him do as he desired< " Go, (said I,) 
and return as soon as possible ; for I have another 
cqpuqisstop to give thee : thou must go to the 
4s(uriits with money for ray mother: } hav^ 
ibrough negligence, let the time pass on which t 
promised to remit a hundred pistoles to ber, and 
Khicb thoa undertook to deliver with thy own 
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bBiid. These sort of promises from k son ought to 
be so sacred, that I upbraid myself with my want 
of punctuality." — " Sir, (answered Scipio,) in six 
weeks I will brin^ you au account of both these 
commissions; I will couverse with the Lords of 
Leyvtt, make a tour to your country-ho'jse, and re- 
visit the city of Ovledo, which I never remember 
without wishing three fuurths and a half of tu 
inhabitants at the devil." Upon this I counted out 
to the son of Coscolina one hundred pistoles for my 
mother's pension, with a hundred more fur himsdf, 
Utat he might agreeably perform the long journey 
which he had undertaken. 

A few days after his departure, the Count sent 
our memorial to the press; and it was no sooner 
published than it became the subject of all con- 
versation in Madrid. The people, always friends 
to novelty, were charmed with the performance; 
the low ebb of the finances, which was painted in 
lively colours, incensed them against the Duke o( 
Ijerma ; and if the strokes of the quill which that 
minister recwved were not applauded by every 
body, at least they met with abundance of appro- 
bation. 

As for the magnificent promises made by the 
Count d'Olivarez, and, among others, that of de- 
fraying the national expence by a prudent eco- 
noaiy, without incommoding the subjects, they^ 
dallied the citizens in general, and confirmed them 
in the grand opinion which they had already en- 
tertained of his capacity; so that the whole city 
echoed with his praise. 

That minister, overjoyed to see the accomplish- 
ment of his aim, which in that book had been to 
acquire the public aficclion, was resolved to deserve 
it effectually, by a commendable action, which 
should be serviceable to the King. For this pur- 
pose, he had recourse to the invention of the Em- 
ptror Galba; that is, to make those who bad 
eHiicbed, themselves, the LortI knows hoir, iotbe 
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adminislratiou of the finances, regorge tbeir wealth 
When be dad drann from those leeches the blood 
which they had sucked, and filled the coffers of the 
King, he undertook to preserve it, by suppressing 
all pensions, not even excepting his own, as well as 
(he gratifications (bat were given out of the King's 
excliequer. To succeed in this design, which he 
could not execute without changing the f&ct; ot 
government, be employed me in composing d new 
memorial, the substance and form of ^liich he 
dictated. He then enjoined me to rise as much as 
I could above the ordinary simplicity of my style, 
and give more dignity to my expressions. " Enough, 
my lord, (said I ;) your excellency shall have the 
Bolendid and sublime which you desire." I shut 
myself up in the same closet where I had composed 
the first, and there went to work, after having in- 
voked the eloquent genius of the Archbishop of 
Grenada. 

I began by representing, that we coilld not be 
oo careful in preserving the money which was in 
he treasury, and which ought to be employed only 
n the emergencies of the state, as bein^ a sacred < 
Imd, reserved on purpose to keep the enemies of 
Spain in awe. Then I demonstrated to the King, 
(for the memorial was addressed to him,} that in 
taking away all the pensions and gratifications with 
which the revenue was saddled, he should not, for 
' all that, deprive himself of (he pleasure of reward- 
ing those subjects who should deserve his favour ; 
since, without touching his treasure, he was in a 
condition to bestow upon them great recompences; 
lliat for some he had vice- royal (ies, governments, 
orders of knighthood, and military employments ; 
for others, commanderies, and pensions upon them, 
tides, magistracies; and, in fine, all sorts of bene- 
fices for those who are consecrated to the church. 

This memorial, which was much longer than die 
first, took me up near three days; and luckily I 
tomposed it to the taste of mv master; who, GndiHg 
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It written with emphasis, and stuffed with meta- 
phors, loaded me with applause. " I. am very well 
satisfied with this, (said lie, pointing to the most 
tumid places ;) these are well-stamped expressions. 
Courage, friend; I foresee that thou wilf be o. 
great service to me :" nevertiieless, in spite of the 
applause of which he was so prodigal, he did not 
fail to re-touch the memorial. He ineerted a good 
deal of his own, and composed a piece of eloquence 
which charmed the King and the whole court. The 
city joined its approhation, conceived a happy omen 
of the future, and flattered itself that the monarchy 
would resume iu ancient lustre under the mioistry ■ ' 
of such a great man. 

His excellency, seeing that this piece did him a 
great deal of honour, was willing ^at I should 
reap some fruit from it, in consideration of my 
share in the composition : he accordingly bestowed 
upon me a pension of five hundred crowns upon 
the commandery of Castile ; which was the more 
agreeable to me, as it was not wickedly, though 
easily got. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



NoTBiNQ gave more pleasure to the Count, 
than to know the opinion which the people of 
Madrid had of his conduct in the ministry. He 
asked me every day what people said of him ; and 
even maintained spies, who brought bini an exact 
account of what passed in the city. They reported 
to him every word which they heard ; and as he 
ordered them to tie sincere, his self-love suffered 
lometimes; for the people have an intemperance of 
tongue which has no respect of persons. 
- When I perceived that he was pleased with these 
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reports, I employed myself every afleriKMn) is gmug 
to poblic places, and joining conversation with good 
company. Wben they spoke of the goverumem, I 
lis lened .with attenrion ; and if they said suty thing 
that deserved to be re-told 1o his eicelbscy, I did 
not fail to iBfarni him of it: bnt it nanst be observed, 
that I never reported any liaog which was spokes 
to his prejudice. 

One day, as I retsnted from one of these placeij 
passing by the door of an hospital, 1 feh an ia- 
clinatioQ to enter, f walked through two or ibree 
wards full of sick people a-bed, and snrveyed every 
thing around me. Among these imfortuoate peo^ 

fie, whom I could not behold without conpauioo, 
was struck with the appearance of one, who, 1 
believed, was my oM ftiend and conrade Fabricia. 
' That 1 might have a naore distinct view of lum, I 
approached bis bed; mx) tn-ving no longer any 
reason to dotcbt that it was the poet Nnnneft, slept 
a few minutes to consider him, without speaking ; 
wtnle be, tecofte^ng' tne also, eyed me in the aarae 
manner. At length, breaking silence, " Sure (said. 
I) my ^ea deceive me ! is this actually Fabricio 
whom 1 meet in this place !" — " The very same, 
(answered he coldty;) and ihoa hast^no cause to 
be surprised at it. Since I left thee, I have ever 
exercised the business of an author : I have com- 
posed romanc^, corners;, aH kinds of works ol 
genius. 1 have run my race, and am now at the 
hospital."" 

I ceald not Iwlp laugliing at these words, uid 
still more at the serious air with whicrb diey were 
pmnonnced'. " How ! (cried I^) boa tby Muse 
bronghi thee toAis place? hatk the plajied tbee 
this viTfanooS trick .?"—'* TWo« aeesl it is so (lie 
repKed ;) tliis bease is ifce retreat of maoy a wit, 
Tbou hast done well,, svy chiM, to lake aoothex 
road ; bnt mediinks thoxi aort no k>»ger at court, 
and the face of tby sfiairs as changedti nay,, 1 re- 
member to hare heard' thai thou wsiat imj^rie^aed 
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fcy order of the King." " True, (said I,) Uie diarm- 
ing situation in which I was, when we parted, in a 
tittle time after was followed by a reverse of for- 
tune, which robbed me of my wealth and liberty : 
oevertlieless, my friend, ihou seest me again in a 
more flourishing state than ever." " That is im- 
possible ! (cried \unnei :) (hy apparel Is frugal aad 
plain ; and thou hast not that vain and insolent 
air which prosperity usually gives," ',' Misfortune 
(answered I) hath purified my virfue j and I have 
learned in the school of adversity to enjoy ficbei 
with moderation." 

" Tell me, then (cried Fab ricio, starting flp In ai 
transport,) what may be thy employnieotf what 
business dt^st thou follow ? art thou not steward to 
some ruined grandee, or opulent widow ?" " I have 
a better post, ([ replied ;).but thou must dispense 
with my telling thee more at present: I Mil iatisiy 
thy curiosity another time: I will now only let 
thee know Uiat I am in a condition to assist thee, 
or rather to make thee easy for life, provided thou 
wilt promise to write no more works of genius, 
either in verse or prose. Dost thou feel thyself 
capable of making such a sacrifice to me ?" " I 
have already made it to heaven,, (said he) during A 
severe distemper, of which I am just (ured. A 
Dominican fattier has made me abjure poetry, as 
an amusement which, if not criminal, at least di- 
verts the mind from the pursuit of wisdom and 
virtue." 

"Icongratulatethee, mydearNunnei, (answered 
I ;] but beware of a relapse." " That I am in no 
fear of, (he resumed :) I am firmly resolved to 
abandon the Muses: and when thou earnest into 
the ward, was^ust composing an eternal adieu to 
them in verse." " Mr. Fabricio, (said T, shaking 
my head,) I don't know if the Dominican and I 
dare trust to your abjuration, you seem so furiously 
enchanted by these learned damsels." ".No, no, 
(answered he,) I have broke olT all connection with 
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them ; nay more, I have conceived an aversion for, 
the public, which does not deserve that authors 
khould consecrate their works to it : I should be 
(orry if I could produce any thing that would 

E lease it. Don't imagine (continued he) that this 
inguage is dictated by passion : I speak in cold 
blood ; 1 equally despise the applause and hisses of 
the public, which one does tiot know how to ma- 
nage. It is so capricious, that it does not think 
two days oile way. What fools are those dramatic 
Writers who are vain of the success of their per- 
formances ! Whatever noise they make by tbeir f 
novelty, if they are brought upon the stage twenty 
years after, they are for the most part very ill re- 
ceived. The present generation taxes the past with 
want of taste, and its determinations are contra- 
dicted by those of the next ; from whence I con- 
clude, that those authors who are now applauded 
will be hissed by posterity. It is the same thing 
wilh regard to romances, and other amusing books, 
which, though at first they meet with general ap- 

Erobation, insensibly sink into contempt. That 
onour therefore which we reap from the good 
success of our works, is nothing but a mere chi- 
mera, an illusion of the brain, a fire of straw which 
evaporates in smoke." . 

Though I was well convinced that the Asturian 
poet spoke this from passion only, I did not seem 
to perceive it, and said to him, " I am oveijoyed 
to find thee disgusted with the belles lettres, and 
radically cured of the rage of writing. Be assured 
that I will immediately procure for thee an employ- 
ment in which thou mayest enrich thyself, without 
being at a great expence of genius." " So much 
the belter ! (cried he.) Genius stinkj in my nostrils, 
and I now !ook upon it as the most fatal present 
that heaven can bestow upon man," " I wish, my 
dear Fabricio, (I replied,) tliat thou mayest still 
preserve those sentiments. If you persist in your 
resolution to quit poetry, I repeat it, I will saoa 
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procure Ibr thee ao honourable and lucrative post; 
but until I can do thee this service (added I, giv- 
ing him a purse of sixty pistoles,) pray accept of 
this small token of my friendship," 

" O generous friend ! (cried the son of Barber 
Nnnnez, transported w'th gratitude and joy,) what 
thanks do I owe to heaven for fringing tljee into 
this hospital, which I will leave this very day by 
thy assistance !" and he actually ordered himself to 
be transported ^n to a hired lodging. But before 
we parted, I told him where I lived, and invited 
him to come and see me as soon as he should be 
perfectly recovered. He seemed extremely sur- 
prised, when I told him that I lodged in the house 
of the Count d'Olivarez. " Thrice happy Gil Bias, 
(said he,) whose fate it is to be a minister's favo' - 
ite ! I rejoice at thy good fortune, since ' 
usest it-so well." 



CHAPTER Vni. 



The Count d'Olivarez, whom henceforth I shall 
:all the Count Duke, because the King was pleased, 
about this time to honour him with that title, had 
a foible which I discovered, very much to my own 
advantage : and this was a desire of being beloved. 
As soon as he perceived that any one attached 
himself to him through inclination, he immediately 
conceived a friendship for that adherent. 

1 took care not to neglect this observation. I 
was not contented with barely doing what he com- 
manded; I executed his orders with such demon- 
strations of zeal, as quite won his heart. 1 studied 
his taste in all things, that I might conform myself 
to it; and anticipated his desires as much as I 
could. 

K s Vol- III, W 
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Bjr Hm amiaet, wMcfa seUom faili of meeeu, 
I inaeneibl; becawc tlie fovourite of mj mastn', 
wira, OQ Ms part, as I myself had ibe same foible, 
gained my whole soul, by tbe marki of affection 
which be bestowed on me ; and 1 insinuated myself 
so far into his favour, (hat I at leagtb sbared his 
confidence witfa Ssgoior Carvero, his chief secre- 
tary. 

Camero had practised ike same oiethed of being 
afjceable to hu excellency : and sm^eeded so well, 
tbat he was intrusted widi the mysteries of tbe 
cabiMt. That secretary aad 1 were tbe two con- 
fidants of the prime minister, attd tbe depositories 
of his secrets; with diis difference, that be ^>oke 
to Catsiero of nothing but state affairs, and ctHt- 
va«ed wttb me on his own private concerns only 
by Ateae means naking as it were two separate 
departments, with which we were both equally 
satisfied, we lived together without jealousy, as 
witliout friendship. 1 had cause to be pleased with 
my situation, which giving me cenUnual opportu- 
nities of being with the Count Duke, I was always 
at band to observe tbe very bottom of his soul, 
which he, though natnrally dissembling, ceased to 
conceal from me, when he no longer doubted the 
•Hsoerky of nvy attachment." 
■ - . " SanisDane, (sEud he to jae,«sM d^y,) ihou hast 
see* the Duke ot Iierma enjoy an authority vpbidi 
looked more like thepower of an absdute moaarcb 
iban thai of a &vourite minister : aeverlbeless, I 
am still more lucky than be was, even at the high- 
est point of bis fortune. He had two formidable 
f enemies in tbe Duke dlJzeda his own son, and in 
fhe confessor of, Philip tbe Third. Whereas I see 
not one person near the King, who has credit 
enough to hurt me, nor evsi one whom I suq>ect 
to be my foe. 

" It is true indeed, (ci^ftinoed he,) that wben 1 
came to die ministry i suffered none to be near tht 
prince, but those who were connected with me 
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either by blood or friendsbip. I have hy vice- 
royalties or embassies got yd of all those noblemem 
who, by their personal merit, might liave acquired 
some portiun of my sovereign's favour, which I was 
resolved entirely to possess; so that 1 may now < 
safely say, no gre^ man takes umbra^ at my cre- 
diU Thou seest, Gil Bias, (added he,] that I dis- 
close my heart to thee. As I have reason to think 
tbee eotirely devoted to me, I have chosen thee 
for my confidy t. Thou dost not want understand- 
ing; art (I beneve) modest, prudent, and discreet; 
in a wonl, thou seeraest proper for executing twenty 
■OFts of commissions, which require a youug maa 
of extennve understand! ug, who is at the same 
time is my interest." 

I was not proof against the flattering images which 
thesewords raised in my imagination, Somevapours 
of avarice and ambition mounted into my brain, 
and awaked in me those sentiments over which 1 
thought I bad gained a complete trinmph. I pro- 
tested to the minister, that 1 would answer his 
intentions with all my power; and I kept myseli 
ready to execute, without scruple, all the commis- 
sions with which he should think proper to intrust 
me. 

While I was thus disposed to raise new altars to 
Portune, Scipio, returning from bis journey, said. 
" 1 bave not a tedious narration to make. The 
Lords of Leyva w«re charmed when I told them 
the reception yoa met with from the ^ng when he 
l^new you, and with the behaviour of Uie Count 
d'OlivaMX." 

-Here I interrupted Scipio, saying, " Ton would 
have -given them still more pleasure, my friend 
could you have told them on what footing I am now 
with his grace. The rapidity of the progress which 
I have made in bis excellency's heart since thy 
departure, is altogether prodigious." " God he 
praised! my dear master, *( answered he;) I foresee 
that a splendid destiny awaits us," f Let us wave 

L ......^Cooglc 



Se ADTEMTURES OF GIL BLAS 

this snl^ect, fsaid I,) and talk of Oviedo. Thon 
hast been at the Asturias ; in what condition didsf 
thou leave my mother ?• " Ah ! Sir, (he replied, 
assuming all of a sudden a melancholy look,) I 
have nothing but afflicting news for ynu from that 
quarter." " heaven ! (cried I) ray mother is cer- 
tainly dead." " Six months ago, (said ray secretary) 
the good lady paid the tribute of natnre, as well as' 
your uncle Signior Gil Perez." 

I was deeply affected with my fhother's death, 
although in my infancy I had never^eceived from , 
her those caresses which are necessary to make 
children grateful In the sequel. I likewise paid 
those tears which I oned to the good canon, for 
the care he liad taken of my education. My grief, 
indeed, did not last long, but soon mellowed into 
a tender remembrance which I have always pre- 
served of my parents. 



CHAPTER IX. 



Soon after the return of Coscolina's son, the 
Count Duke fell into a profound reverie, in which 
he remained for the space of eight whole days. I 
imagined that he was meditating some great strok 
of politics : hut the subject of his mnsing regarded . 
his own family only. " Gi) Bias, (said he to me one 
afternoon,) thou rnqst have perceived that I am a 
good deal perplexed in mind. Yes, my child, I am 
wholly engrossed by an affair upon which the re- 
pose of my life depends ; atid I will impart the 
secret to thee. 

" Donna Maria, my daughter, (continaed he,) is 
now marriageable, and her heart is disputed by a 
great number of noblemen. The Count de Niebles, 
eldest SOD of the Duke de' Medina Sidonia, chief of 



ADVENTUEES OF GIL BLAS. tU 

tbe family of Guzman, and Don LewiB de Haro, 
eldest son of the Marquis de Carpio and my own 
sister, are the two candidates who seem best enti- 
tled to tbe preference ; especially the last, who 
possesses merit so much superior to that of his 
rivals, that all the court persude themselves I 
shall make ch'oice of him for my san-iii'law. Never- 
llietess, without enfering into the reasons which 
1 have to exclude him, as well as the Count de 
Niebles, I will tell thee, that I have cast my eyes 
on Don Ramires Nunnei de Guzman, Marquis of 
Toral, and chief of the family of Guzman d'Abrados; 
to this young nobleman, and the children which he 
shall have by my daughter, I intend to leave my 
whole estate annexed to the title of Count d'Oli- 
varez, to which 1 will join the quality of grandee , 
EO that -my grand-children and their descendants, 
proceeding from the branch d'Abrados and that of 
Olivarez, will pass for tbe eldest of the Guzman 
family. 

" Well, Santillane, (added he,) dost thou not 
approve of my design ?" " Pardon me, Sir, (an- 
swered I ;) the project is worthy of the genius that 
formed it ; I am only afraid that the Duke de Me- 
dina Sidonia will murmur at it." "Let bim mur- 
mur, if he pleases, (resumed the minister,) I shall 
give myself very little trouble about that. I don't 
love bis branch, which hath usurped th^ birtb-right 
and titles thereunto attached over the house ol 
Abrados. I shall mind bis complaints less than 
the chagrin of my sister the Marchioness of Carpio, 
In seeing her son disappointed in bis expectalioa 
of my daughter. But, after all, I intend to please . 
myself; and it is already decided that Don Ramirei 
shall prevail over all Itis rivals." * 

Tbe Count Duke having taken this resolution, 
gave a new mark of his singular policy, in putting 
it in practice. He presented a petition to the King, 
begging that be and the Queen would be pleased 
to bestow his daughter in marriage, describing tbe 



flB A!>VE^■TCREi W BIL BLXS. 

disncCen of the nobleRwn who were in porsint 3^ 
ber, and leaving the choice entirely to ttieir ma- 
jesties ; but lie did not fall in speaking of the Mar- 
quis ofToral, to shew that he was the most agree- 
able of tliem all. Whereuprm the King, who had A 
blind complaisance for his minister, returned ihit 
answer. ." I believe Don Ramires Nunnei worthy 
ofyonr dnugbter Donna Maria; nevertheless, taire 
your own choice. The match which wid suit yon 
best, will be the most agreeable to me. The King," 
The minister affected to shew this answer ; and 
pretending to look upon it as his prince's order, 
made haste to marry his daughter to the Marquis 
of Toral ; an event thai very much displeased the 
Marchioness de Carpio, as well as the Onimatis, 
who had flattered themselves wiik. the hope tit 
esponsingDonna Maria; nevertheless, as they couM 
not hindCT the marriage, they affected to celebnitt 
It with great demonslrfttions of Joy, One would 
have thought the whole family was charmed with 
ttie occasion j but the malecontents were soon re- 
venged in a manner very melancholy for the Count 
Duke, Donna Maria* in ten tnonths brought forth 
a daaghter, which died in the birth ; and in a few 
days after fell herseH* a victim to deaA. What a 
loss was this for a ^her who (to nse the expression) 
bad no eyes but for his daughter ; and who saw in 
this event the miscarriage of his design, of taking 
Ihe right of eldership from the branch of Medina 
Sidonia ! He was so much affected, that for some 
days he shut himself up, and would see ndbody birt 
me, who, conforming myself to bis nnmoderate 
grief, seemed as much afflicted as he. To tell the 
«raih, I made use of this occanon to shed fresh 



* Mr. Le Sa^ has here deviated from the true bistorr , 
for Donna Manit died unmarried, thoi^h she was betroUi- 
led to Raymond de Guzman, Marquis of Toral, afterward 
«nated Duke ef Medina de las Torres. 
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tean to <be ineRiory of Antonia. The resetnUanct 
tvUch her Aemih had to that of the Marchioness ol 
Toral, burst open again tlie wound which was but 
tBiperiectly ^-^ured, aad reiiewtd my own aifflictioii ao 
much, ibat Uk minister, overwhelmed as he was 
^■ith Wis own sorrow. «oiild not help being struck 
with tniiie. He was astonished to see me enter so 
wara^y into his cbagria. "Gil Bias, (said he one 
day, perceiving me pluRged in (he most melancholy 
nchiessi,) it is a sweet consolartion lor me to have 
Bnfih a sympathising confidant !" " Ah ! my lord, 
(answered I, giving to him all the honour of my 
mSticiien,) I must be very ungrateful and hard- 
tiearted wdeed, if I did not sincerely sympatbiie 
with your grace. How can I consider that you 
fliDurn the lossof a daughter of accomplished merit, 
whom you tenderly loved, without mingling my 
Cenrs wstb yours 1 No, my lord, I am so sensible 
of year goodness, that as long as I live I sbsU . 
lilways shfurc id your pain as wdQ as pleasure " 



CBAPTER X 



The mmister began to be consoled, and I of 
<ceRs6quenee to j%sujne my good liumour, when one 
-evening I went -out alone to take the air in my 
conch, and met in my way the Aslurian poet, wliom 
1 bad Dot seen since be quitted .the hospital. He 
feeing very well dressed, I took him iuto ihe coacb, 
and we drove together to St. Jerome's Meadow. 

" Mr. Nunnes, (said I to him,) I think myself 
very lucky in having met you by chance, oilherwise 
1 should not have had the pleasure " " No re- 
proaches, Santillane (said he with precipitaUon.) I 
uncerely own (hat I nad no intention to visit thee. 
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and thon shalt hear the reason. Tdu promised me 
a good post, provided I should abjure poetry ; and 
I have found a very substantia) one on condidon 
that I make verse.' I have accepted this last, a» 
most suitable to my humour. A friend of mine has 
introduced rae into the family of Don Bertrand 
Gomez de Ribero, treasurer of the King's gallies. 
This Don Bertrand, who wants to have a wit io 
his pay, finding my versification very brilliant, bai 
chosen me preferably to five or six authors, who 
offered themselves candidates for the employment 
of his private secretary." 

" I am very glad to hear it, my destr Fabiicio, 
said I,) for that Don Bertrand is in all appearance 
fcryrich." " Rich ! (answered he) they say he has 
such immense wealth, that he cannot count it. Be 
that as it will, my office is this ; as he piques him- 
self upon being' gallant, and would pass for a msm 
of genius, he keeps a literary correspondence with 
several very sprightly ladies, and I lend him my 

r;n to compose billets filled with wit and humour, 
write for him, in verse to one, io prose to another, 
and sometimes in person carry the letters, to shew 
the multiplicity of my talents." 

<^But thou hast not told me (said I) wbatlchiefly 
desire to know; art thou well paid for thy epistolary 
epigrams ?" "Very largely (he replied :) rich people 
are not always generous, and I know some of them 
who are mere scrubs ; bnt Don Bertrand uses rae 
very nobly. Over and above two hundred pistoles 
of fixed wages, I frequently receive from him small 
gratifications, which put me in a condition to act 
the gentleman, and, pass my time agreeably with 
some authors, who are, like me, enemies to care." 
" But fl resumed) has thy treasurer taste enough 
to relisn the beauties of a work of genius, and to 
perceive its faults ?" "Not at all, (answered Nun- 
net ;) though he can talk speciously, he is by no 
means a connoisseur. He gives himself out, how 
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ever, for another Tarpa j* decides boldly, and &up-. 
ports his opiiiioD with such loudness and obstinacy, 
Uiat generally, nhea he disputes, his antag-onist is 
obliged to yield, in orde.- to avoid the shower of 
'11 language With which he is wont to overwfaelia 
is opponents." _, 

" Tliou inayest well believe (pursued he) that I 
am very cautious of -contradicting bini, whatever 
cause he gives me for so doing ; for besides the 
disagreeable epithets which I should certainly bring 
upon myself, I might possibly be turned out of 
doors; I therefore prudently applaud what he 
praises, and disapprove of every thing which he 
condemns. By this complaisance, which costs me 
DOthing, because I possess (he art of. accommodating 
myself to the characters of those who can befriend 
me, I have gained the friendship and esteem of my 
patron. He has engaged me to compose a. tragedy 
on a subject which he suggested. I have accord- 
ingly finished it under his eye; and if it succeeds I 
shall owe one part of my glory to his good advice.' 
I asked the title of his tragedy ; and he told me 
it was called The Count de Saldagne, informing me, 
at the same time, that it would be represented in 
three days on the Prince's theatf^e. " I wish (an- 
swered I) that it may have a great run ; and I have 
'such a good -opinion of thy genius, as to hope it 
will." " I hope so too (said he ;) but there is no 
dependence upon such hope, so uncertain are au- 
thors of the event of a dramatic piece." At length 
the first day of its representation arrived ; and as I 
could not go to the play, being hindered by a com- 
mission I bad to perform for his grace, all thai 1 
could do ivas to send. Sciplo thither, thai I might 

* Sp. Melius Tarpa, a famous critic of the Augustan 
age ; hiS tribuna! was in the temple of Apollo, where he sat 
with four colleagues lo judge the merit iiT all theatrical per- 
formances before they were exhibited on the stage. 
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at least know that very evetiiDg the sfMceM of i 
perforinance in which 1 interested myself. After 
tfnving waited with impatience, I saw him return 
with a look from which I conceived g. bad omen. 
« Well, (said I,) hovr hath The Count de Sal- 
dagne been received by the public ?" " Very bro- 
tally, (answered he j) never was piece more barbar- 
ously used. I came away incensed at the inso- 
lence of the pit." " And I (said I) am incensed rt 
the fury of Nonnez in composing plays. Must be 
not have lost his judgment entirely, to prefer the 
ignominious shouts and hisses of an audience, to 
the happy lot which I could have procured fop 
trim ?" Thos- through friendship cRd I inveigh 
against the Asturian poet, and afflicted njyself af 
the misfortune of his piece, while be eztrTted in tbe 
event. 

Two days after, he actually came to mf house M 
a transport of joy. " Santiltane. (cried he,) I am 
come to share with tbee the extfeni^ fAhteure 
which I feel. In composing a bad pFay, Aiy friend,' 
I have made my fortune. Tbon kijioWest Ae 
strange reception which The Count de SaldnigAe 
met with ; all the spectators exclaimed aga^t Mm/ 
as if for a wager, and to that general exctaaiatioB 
I owe my good fortune." 

Astonished to hear the poet Nunnez talk in that 
manner, " How ! Fabricio, (said I,) is it possible 
that the fall of thy tragedy can justify this thy 
immoderate joy .■"' " Yes, sure, (answered he ;) I 
told thee before that Don Bertrand had inserted 
some of bis own composition in my piece, which of 
consequence he thought excellent He was vio- 
lently piqued to find the spectators of a diflerent- 
opinion, and this morning said to me, ' Nunnei, 
Vicirix causa Diis placuit, sed victa Catoni : if the 
oublic is displeased with thy production, in recom- 
pense it pleases me, and that is enough. To cOff 
sole tbee for the bad taste of tlie age, I will give 
thee two thousand crowns a -year on my estate; let 



,„ Google 



ADVENTURES OF GIL BLA3. CX 

Its go instantly to my notary, and have the deed 
drawn.' We went thither accordingly ; the trea- 
surer has signed the deed, and paid me the first 
year in advance." 

I congratulated Fabricio on the iinbappy fate of 
The Count de Saldagne, since.it had turned <Hit bo 
nucli to the author's advautage. " Tbou bast re»- 
>on (condnued he) to compliment me on that occa- 
' sion : how happy am I in having been soundly 
biased ! If the public had been Itind enough to 
honour me with applause, what service should I 
have received from it f Nothing of consequence. I 
sfaenld have got but a very moderate sum tar m/ 
labours, whereas its hisses have all of a sudden 
nade me easy £>r Hfe." 



CHAPTER XI. 



Mr secretary could not without envy look upon 
the onespected good fortune of the poet Nunnes 
which was the sole subject of his discourse during 
eight whole days. " I admire (said he) the caprice 
of Fortune, that sometimes delights in loading a 
detestable author with wealth, while she leaves 
men of genius io misery ; I wish she would take it 
in her head to enrich me also in the space of one 
night." — " That may very well happen, (said I,) 
and much sooner than you imagine. Thou art 
here in her temple, for I think we may call the 
prime minister's house the temple of Fortune, 
where favours are ofcen bestowed, which all of a 
sudden enrich those who obtain them." — " That is 
true. Sir, (answered he ;) but they must be wailed 
for with patience." " Once mnre, Scipio, (said I,) 
ni;ike yourself easy ; pcriiapK you are on the point 
ol' having some good post." A few days at^r, an 
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opportunity actually offered of employing him ad- 
vantageously in the service of the Count Duke, and 
I did not let it escape. 

Discoursing one morning with Don Raynao>id 
Caporis, steward of the prime minister, our con- 
versation turned upon his excellency's revenues. 
** His grace (said he) enjoys the commanderies oi 
all the military orders, which are worth forty thou- 
sand crowns per annum, and he is obliged to wear 
the cross of Alcantara only. Besides, his three 
posts of great chamberlain, waster of the horse, and 
grand chancellor of the Indies, bring in two 
hundred thousand more; and all tliat is nothing in 
comparison to the immense sums which he draws 
from America. 1 will tell you bow: when the ' 
King's ships set sail from Seville or Lisbon for that 
country, ne embarks on B'oard of them wine, oil 
and corn, which his esute of Olivarez affords, and 
he pays no duty. He sells these commodities in 
the Indies for four times the price which they 
would yield in Spaiu, then employs the money in 
purchasing spices, colours, and other things, which 
are bought for almost nothing in that new world, 
and afterwards are sold for a high rate in Europe. 
He has already got many millions by this traffic, 
without doing the least prejudice to the King. 
What will not surprise you (continued he) is, that 
the people employed in transacting this commerce 
always return enriched, the Count allowing them to 
take care of iheir own fortune, while they manage 
his." 

CosGolina's son, who listened to our discourse, 
could not hear Dwi Raymond talk thus, without 
interrupiing him. " Zooks ! Signior Capons, I 
should be glad to be one of these people, for I have 
long wished to see Mexico." — " Your curiosity will 
soon be satisfied, (said the steward to him,) It 
Signior de Saniillane has no objection to your 
desire. Though J am very nice in the choice -ot 
those whom I send to the Indies on this employ- 
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meat (for I choose them a1),) I will, Trithont hesita- 
tion, insert you id my register, if your master 
desires it." — "You will oblige me in so doin^, (said 
I t^ Don Raymond ;) pray give me that mark of 
your friendship. Scipio is a young man whom 1 
love ; besides, he has a great deal of understanding 
and will behave in an irreproachable manner. In 
a word, I can answer for him as for myself." 

" If that oe the case (resumed Caporis,) let him 
repair ijnmediately to Seville ; the ships will sail 
for the Indies in a month. He shall have a letter 
from me at his departure, for a man who will ^ve 
him all necessary instnictions to enrich himself, 
without prejudicing the interests of his excellency, 
which must ever be looked upon as sacred." 

Scipio, charmed with his employment, made hast£ 
to set out for Seville, with a thousand crowns which 
I gave him, to buy wine and oil in Andalusia, and 
put him in a condition to trade in the Indies on hit 
own bottom. Nevertheleis, glad as he was to 
make a voyage by which he hoped to profit so 
much, he could not leave me without shedding 
tears, and I conld not behold his departure with 
indifference. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Scirio was scarce gone, when a page belonging 
to the minister brought to me a billet containing 
these words t "If Signior de Santillane will give 
himself the trouble to call at St. Gabriel's Head, in 
Toledo-street, he will there see one of his best 
friends." — " Who can this anonymous friend be f 

Said I to myself.) Why does he conceal his name i 
e wants, I suppVBe, to give me the pleasure of 
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snrprise." I went out iramediatdy to ToleJo-itttet 
9nu going to the eppointed- pUce, was not a little 
REtonished to see Don Alplionso de Leyva. '• Art 
yoa here, ray lord !" (cried I.) ** Y«, my dear _GiI 
Bias {answered he, hugging aie close in bis arms i) 
it is Don Alphonso himself whom yoo see." — 
" What brings you to Madrid ?" (said 1.) " I will 
both surprise and afflict you (he replied,) in telling 
the cause of my journey. I am deprii-ed of the 
government of Valencia, and tbe prime jninistet 
lias ordered me to conrt, to give an account of my 
conduct" I remained a whole quarter of an hoar 
mute and thunderstruck, then recovering myself, 
, asked what he was accHsed of. " I know nothing 
of the matter (answered he,) but impute my dis- 
grace to a visit which I made about three weeks 
ago to the Cardinal Duke of Lerma, who has been 
a month confined to his castle of Denia." 

"O! truly fsaid I, intermiiting him,) yon have 
reason to attribute yoar misfortune to that indis- 
creet visit J you need seek for the cause of it no- 
vhere else : and give me leave to say, you did not 
Consult your usual prudence, when you went to 
visit the disgraced minister." — " The error (s now 
committed, (said he,) and I have taken my resolu- 
tion with a good grace. 1 will retire with my 
family to the castle of Leyva, where I will spend 
the rest of my days in profound peace. All that 
gives me concern is, my being obliged to appear 
before a haughty minister, who may possibly treat 
me uncivilly. A sufficient mortification to a Spa- 
niard ! Nevertheless, it must be borne ■- but before I 
would make this submission, I was willing to speak 
with you." 

"My lord, (said I,) don't present yonrself before 
the minister, until I know what you are accused 
of; perhaps the evil is not without remedy. B« 
that as It will, you must allow me, if you please, to 
exert myself Id voar fiivour, aAnnch as gntiuid* 
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and fKendship require." So saying, I left hiin at 
the inn, assuring hita that he should hear from me 
soon. 

As I had n(n meddled in state aflaira since the 
two memorial^, of which eloquent mention l^aa 
been made, I went to Cartiero, and asked if it was 
true that the government of Valencia had been, 
taken from Don Alphonso de Ijeyvs ; he answered 
in the affirmative, but said he was ignorant of the 
cause. Upon this, I formed a resolution, without 
hesitation, to address myself to his grace, that I 
might learn from his own mouth what cause be ha^ 
lo be offended with Don CEesar's son. 

I was so much penetrated with this troublesome 
event, that T had no occasion to affect a melan- 
choly look to appear afflicted in the eyes of the 
Gount-Diike. " What is the matter, Santillane f 
(said he, as soon as he saw nie ;] I perceive an 
impression of sorrow on thy countenance, and even 
the tears ready to drop from thine eyes : has any 
body injured thee ? Speak, and tliou shalt be re^ 
venged." — " My lord, (answered I, weeping,) t 
would not conceal my sorrow from you if I contd ; 
I am quite in despair, being told thai Dofi AlphoD'* 
so de LeyvB is no longer governor of Valencia ; for 
E could not have heard a piece of news that would 
affect me more.'* " What sayest thou, ,Gil Bias 1 
(replied the minister astonished ;) what coocera 
canst thou have with that Don Alphonso and bia 
government?" I then gave him a detail of all the 
obligations I lay under to the Lords of Leyva : aqd 
afterwards recounted in what manner I had ob- 
tained irom the Duke of Lerma the governtnent In 
question for Don Ciesar's son. 

When his excellency had heard me to an end, 
with an attention full of kindness for me, be said, 
" Dry up thy tears, my friend. I not only wag 
Ignorant of what thon hast told me, but own also 
that I looked upon Dcm Alphonso as a crflat^r^ of 
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the Cardinal of Lerma : put thyself io my place , 
would not the visii which he m^de to his eminence 
toake thee suspect him ? I am willing to believe, 
however, that having received his employment 
from the Cardinal, he took that step out of pure 
gratitnde. I am sorry for having displaced a man 
who owed his post to tliee ; but if I have destroyed 
ihy work, I can repair.it. I will even do more for 
thee than the Duke of Lerma did : thy friend Don 
Alphonso waa no more than governor of the city of 
Valencia, and 1 will make him viceroy of the king- 
dom of Arragon. Thou mayest go and inform him 
of this piece of news, and desire him to come and 
take the oaths." 

When I heard these words, I passed from the 
extremity of grief to an excess of joy, which dis- 
turbed my intellects so much, that my disorder 
appeared in the compliment of thanks which I 
made to his grace, who was not, however, dis- 
pleased at my confusion. But when I told him 
that Don Alphonso was already at Madrid, he said 
I might introduce him that very day. 1 ran im- 
mediately to the St. Gabriel, where Don Csesar's 
son was overjoyed to hear of his new employment 
he could scarce believe what I said, so improbable 
did it seem to him, that the minister, whatever 
friendship^e had for me, was capable of bestowing 
i^ceroyalticE on my recommendation. I conducted 
him to the Count-Duke, who received him very 
politely, and told him, " He had behaved so well 
in bis government of the city of Valencia, that the 
King, thinking him qualified to fill a higher place, 
had named him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. Be- 
sides, (added he,) that dignity is not above your 
birth, and the nobility of Arragon cannot murmur 
a( the choice of the court." 

His excellency made no mention of we, and the 
public never knew the part which I acted in thia 
affair : a drcumstance that saved Don Alphonio 
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and the minister a great many sa^rical reinarjif. that 
people might have passed upon a viceroy of my 
making. ' 

As soon as Don Ciesar'e son was certain of the 
pUce, he despatched an express to Valenda to . 
inform his father andSeraphina of his good fortune^ 
and they soon came to Madrid : their first care was 
to find me, and overwhelm me with thanks. What 
B moving and glorious sight was it for me, to see 
myself embraced with eagerness by the three per- 
sons in the world whom I loved most! As sensibl* 
of my seal and affection as the honour which the 
poEtt of viceroy did to their family, their expression! 
of gratitude to me were infinite : they even spoka 
to me as (o one of their own rank ; tliey seemed to 
have forgot that I was their servant;. and thought 
they could never enough manifest their friendship. 
To suppress useless circumstances, Don Alphonso 
having received nis letters patent, thanked the King 
and bis minister, and having taken the usual oaths, 
set out with his family from Madrid, to go and fix 
his abode at Saragossa,* where be made hit 
entrance with all possible magnificence ; and the 
Arragonians showed by their acclamations that they 
were very well pleased with the viceroy whom I 
had set over them. 



* Saragossa, formerly Casarea AuKUSta, an sncient dty, 
upon the river Ebro, capital of tbe kingdom of AiragOD. 
It has an archbishop, soverei^ coundl, and is the seat ot 
u) university and iiicuiution 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

I EWAX in joy for having so Inckilj clianged » 
dispUced govenior into a viceroy : even the Lords 
of Leyva wer^!^^ pleased at it than I was. I 
soon had anutner opportunity of employing my 
credit for a friend : which I think I should relate, 
to persnade the reader, that 1 was no longer th? ^ 
■ame Gil Bias who soH the favours of the court, 
under the preceding ministry. 

Being one day in the King's antichamber, dis- 
coursing with noblemen, who, knowing my situ a- 
tioD with the prime minister, did not disdain my 
conversation^ perceived in the crowd Don Gaston 
de Cogollos, that state-prisoner whom I had left in 
the tower of Segovia, and the keeper Don Andrea 
de Tordesilias along with him. I immediately 
quitted my company to go and embrace these two 
friends, whom, if they were astonished to see me 
there, I was still more so to meet in that place. 
Afler some warm huga on both sides, Don Gaston 
said to me, " Signior de Santillane, we have aworld 
of questions to ask mutually, and this is not a con- 
venient place for that purpose ; allow me to con- 
duct you to a house where Signior de Tordesilias 
and I will be glad to have a long conversation with 
you." I consented to this proposal: we squeezed 
through the crowd, and going out of the palace, 
found Don Gaston's coach wailing for us in the 
street. We went into it all thiee, and were driven 
to the great market-place, where the bull-fights are 
- performed, and there Cogollos lived in a very 
nandsotne house. " Signior Gil Bias, (said Don 
Andrea, when we were set In a hall magnificently 
furnished,) at your departure from Segovia you 
seemed to hate the court, and to be resolved to 
remove from it for ever," — " That was actually my 
design, (answered I,} and so long as the late King 
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lived, I did not change my sentiments ; buf wheii I 
understood that the Prince his son was on the 
throoe, I was willing' to see if the new monarch 
would know me again : he did recollect me, and I 
had the good fortune to be favourably received ! 
he himself recommended me to the prime minister, 
who has conceived a friendship fur me, and with 
whoiA I am in still greater favour than ever I was . 
with the Duke of Lerma. This, Signior Don An- 
drea, is what I had to tell you. Now, pray, let 
me know if you are. still keeper of the tower o. 
Segovia ?" " No, indeed, (he replied :) tJie Count- 
Duke has put another in my place; in all proba- 
bility, believing roe wholly devoted to his prede- 
cessor." — " And as for me, (said Don Gaston,) I 
was set at liberty for a quite contrary reasoi^The 
prime minister no sooner learned that I was im- 
prisoned at Segovia by the Duke of Lerma's order, 
than he ordered me to be discharged. It now re- 
mains, Signior Gil Bias, to inform you of what has ' 
happened to me since I have been discharged. 

" The first thing I did, (continued he,) after 
having thanked Don Andrea for his kindness to 
me, during my confinement, was to repair to 
Madrid, and-present myself before the Count-Duke 
d'Olivarei, who said to me, ' Don't be afraid that 
the misfortune which hath happened to you will in 
the least prejudice your reputation : yoii are now , 
fully justified ; and I am the more convinced o. ' 
your innocence, because the Marquis of Villareal, 
whose accomplice you were suspected to be, wa» 
not guilty j for, though he is a Portuguese, and 
even related to the Duke of Bragania, he is not so 
much in his interests as in those of the King my 
master. Your intimacy with that Marquis is there- 
for^ no reproach upon you : and in order to repair 
the injustice which you sufiered, in being accused 
of treason, the King has bestowed upon you a lieu- 
tenancy in the Spanish guards.' I accepted the 
commission, . begging that his excellency would 
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allow me, before I should enter upon my duly, to 

Cto Corin and visit mv aunt Donna Eleonora de 
xarilia The minister gave me leave for a month 
and I set out, accompanied by one lacquey only. 
Wehadalreadypassed Colmenar, and were engaged 
■R a hollun road, between (wo mountains, when we 
perceived a cavalier defending himself valiantly 
against three men, who attacked him all together. 
I did not hesitate, hut rode to his sirccour, and put 
myself on his side. I cbserved, while we fought, 
that our enemies were masked, and that we bad 
lo do with vigorous swordsmen : however, in spite 
of their strength and skill we remained con- 
querors J for I pierced one of the three, who fell 
from his horse, and the other two immediately 
beto^ themselves to flight. The victory, indeed, 
was not much less fatal to us than to the wretch 
whom I killed ; since, after the action, my com- 

Einion and I found ourselvesdangerously wounded, 
ut you may guess what was mysurprise, when In 
this cavalier i recollected Combados, the husband 
of Donna Helena! He was no less astonished when 
he saw that I was his defender. * Ah, Don Gaston ! 
cried he) was it you then who' came to my as- 
sistance ! ■ when you so generously espoused my 
cause, you little thought it was that of the man 
.who deprived you of your mistress.' ' I was realty 
ignorant of it, (answered I ;) but bad I known yon, 
; do you imagine that I should have scrupled to do ' 
what ] have donef are you so much mistaken in 
me, as to think me so base?' — 'No, no, (be replied,) 
1 have a better opinion of your virtue; and if I die 
of the wounds whicli I have received, I hope yours 
will not hinder you from profiting by my death.' 
• Combados, {said I,) although I have not yet for- 
got Donna Helena, know, that I don't desire- to 
enjoy her, at the expenre of yonr life; I am even 
glad of having contributed towards saving you 
from the swords of tliree assassins, since in that I 
have performed an action agreeable to your wife ' 
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White we conversed in this maaner, my lacquey 
alighted, and approaching the dead cavalier, took 
off his mask, aiid discovered features which Com- 
bados immediately knew. ' It is Caprara ! (cried 
he,) that perfidious cousin, who out of spite, for 
having been disappointed of a rich estate which he 
unjustly disputed wi|h me, has a loug time cfce- 
rished'the desire of mHrderiog me, and at length, 
choaen this day to put it in execution ; but heaven 
hath permitted bim to fall a victim to his own 
design !' 

" Meanwhile onr blood, flowed apa^e, and we 
gr£w weaker and weaker : uevertbelesa, wounded 
as we were, we had strength enough to go to tlia 
town of Yillarejo, which was but two gun^sfaott 
from the field of battle. We alighted at the firsi 
inn we came to, andi sending for surgeons, one was 
brought, who had thiS reputation of being very 
expert in his pro'fessioii. He examined our wouodi 
which he found dangerous ; then dressed them, andi 
next iiay, after having taken off the dressings, de- 
clared that the wounds of Don Bias were mortal- 3 
he judged more ^vourably of mine, and faia pco£- 
n OS tics were fulfilled. 

**IDombados,hearinghis doom, thought of nothing 
but preparing for death : he likewise despatched aa 
express to iaform his wife of what bad happened, 
and of his present melancholy situation ; upon 
which I>ouua Helena, setting out immediately, soon 
arrived at Yillarejo, her mind disturbed with a di»- 
qniet which had two different causes : the danger io 
which her husband was, and the dread of feeling, 
at qight of me, a flame, which was but half exdn- 
guished, revive, created a terrible agitation in her 
breast. ' Madam, (said Don Bias, when she canic 
into his presence,) you arrive time enough to re- 
ceive my last adieu; I am going to die, and regard 
my death as the punishment of heaven, for having 
by a decnt deprived you of Don GastOD. Far from 
murmuring at my &te, I exhort you to restore to 
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bim the heart which I unjustly seized.' Donna 
Helena answered only by her tears ; and truly it 
was the best reply she could make, as she was not 
as yet so much detached from me as to forgei the 
artifice which he had practised to make her break 
her vows. 

" As the surgeon had progngsticated, Combados 
died of his wounds in less than three days, while 
mine indicated a speedy cure. The young widow, 
who was wholly engrossed by the care of tran- 
sporting the husband's corpse to Corla, in order tQ 
perform all the funeral honours which she owed to 
his ashes, departed from Villarejo, after having 
enquired (ibruugh mere politeness) about my health. 
As soon as I could follow her, I set out also for 
Coria, where my recovery being completed, my aunt 
Donna Eleonora, and Don George de Galisteo, re- 
solved that Helena and 1 should be married A}rth- 
with, lest fortune should again part us by some un- 
lucky accident. This marriage was celebrated in 
private, on account of the too recent death of Don 
Bias ; and a few days after I returned to Madrid 
with Donna Helena. As I had exceeded the time 
prescribed by the Count-Duke for my journey, I 
was afraid that he had given to another the lieuten- 
ancy which he had promised toime : but he had not 
disposed of it, and was so good as to admit the ex- 
ctHCS which I made for my delay. 

" I am now (continued Cogollos) lieutenant of 
the Spanish guard, am pleased wim my employ- 
ment, and have contracted some agreeable friends 
with whom I live very happily." — " I wish I could 
say as much (cried Don Andrea ;) but I am very 
far from being satisfied with my condition : I have 
lost my post, which was pretty advantageous : and 
I have no friends who have credit enough to pro- 
cure me such another." — " Pardon me, Signior 
Don Andrea, (said I, smiling,) you ba>& in me a 
friend who is good for something. I have already 
■aid that I am still better beloved by the Coubt- 
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Dukt than ever I was by the Duke of Xierma, and 
you have the assurance to tell me, to my face, that 
you have not a friend who can procure a good post 
for you. Have I not once before done you such z 
piece of service ? Remember that,-by the interest 
of the Archbishop of Grenada, I was the occasion 
of your being named to exercise an employment at 
Mexico, where you would have made your fortune, 
if'love had not detained you in the city ofAlicant; 
and I am at present more capable of serving you, 
having the ear of the prime minister." " I trust 
wholly to you, then, (replied Tordesillas ;) but 
(added he, smiling, in his turn) pray don't send me 
to New Spain : I would not go thither if I was to 
be matte chief judge of Mexico." 

We were interrupted in this part of our conver- 
sation by Donna Helena, who came into the ball, 
and whose amiable person equalled the charming 
idea which I had formed of her beauty. " Madam, 
fsaid Cogollos to her,) this is Signior de Santillane, 
of whom you have heard me speak, and whose 
agreeable company hath often suspended my sor- 
rows, while I was in prison." "Yes, madam, (said 
I to Donna Helena,) ray conversation pleased nim, 
because you was always the subject of it." Don 
George's daughter made a modest reply to my 
compliment } after Which I took my leave of thi» 
couple, protesting that I was ravished to find their 
long passion was at length crowned by a happy . 
marriage. Then addressing myself to Tordesillas. 
I desired him to-give me his direction, which when 
I received, " Without bidding you adieu, Don An- 
drea, (said I,) I hope, in less than eight days, you 
will see that I have power as well as friendship.'' 
My words were soon verified ; the very next day 
the Count Duke furnished rae with an occasion to 
oblige the keeper. " Santillane, (said bis excel- 
lency,) the place of governor of the royal prison a( 
Valladolid is vacant: it brings in morfe than three 
hundred pistoles per annum, and 1 am reeofved to 
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bestow it apoa thee." " I would not have it, ira 
lorcf, (answered I,) were it worth ten thousand 
ducats yearly : I renounce all posts that I cannot 
enjoy without removing from your grace." " But 
(resumed the minister) thou mayesl very well enjoy 
this, without being obliged to leave Madrid, except 
to go sometimes to Vallado1id,to visit the prison.'* 
" You may say what you please, (1 replied ;) I will 
not accept of that employment, but on condition 
that I shall be allowed to resign in favour of a 
brave gentleman called Don Andrea de Tordesillas, 
formerly keeper of the tower of Segovia: I should 
love to make him that present, as an acknowtedg-' 
ment for the kind treatment I received from him 
during my confinement." 

The minister, laughing at this discourse, said, "1 
see, Gil Bias, thou hast a mind to make a governor 
of a royal prison, as thou hast made a viceroy 
Well, be it so, my frieod j I give to thee this vacant 
place for Tordesillas. But tell me freely what ad' 
vantage thou wilt reap from it : for I don't believe 
thee fool enough to employ thy credit for nothing." 
" My lord, (answered I,) ougti. not a man to pay 
his debts ? Don Andrea, in the most disinterested 
manner, did me all the service he could : ought not 
I to requite his generosity ?" " You are become 
very disinterested, Mr. SantiUane, (said his excel- 
lency :J 1 think you were not so much so under the 
last mmister." "I own it, (said I;) my morals 
were corrupted by bad example: as everything 
was then put to sale, I conformed myself to the 
fashion ; and as every thing is now given away, I 
have resumed my integrity." 

1 procured, then, die government of the royal 
prison of Valladolid for Don Andrea, whom, in a 
little time, I sent to that city, as well satisfied with 
his new setdement, as I was with the opportunity 
of acquitting myself of the obligaUon I owed him. 
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COdPTER XIV. 

One x&ernooti I was seisei] with an inclinatitm 
of vinting the Astutian poet, being curious to 
know how he was lodged. 1 went accordingly to 
the iioase of Sigiiior Dan Bertrand Garnet de Ri- 
bero, and asking for Nunnez, " He does not live 
bene, (sud the porter ;) buV lodges diere M (Mreient, 
kaving hired the back>«ide of that house." So sajr- 
iDg, he pointed to a bouse in the neighbourhood j 
wbither I went, and after having crossed a «iiiaU 
ooort, entered into a naked hall, where I tbund my 
fraend Fabricio still at table, with five <»■ six iif hu 
eompaDiOBs, whoa:) he treated riiat day. 

Tiiey had almost dined, and consequently were 
in a triiD for disputing; but as soon as tbeyipei^ 
ceived me, their noisy discourse subsided into pro- 
fouad sileuce. Nutiiiez got up with great eager* 
Bess to receive me, crying, " GentleBsen, this u 
Signior de Santitlane, wiho is so good as to hoaoor 
tue with a visit ; pray join me, in paying yoiv re- 
Bpeets to the fevouriie of the prime minister." At 
these words, all the guests got up to salute me; 
and, in favour of the tide which 1 had received, 
treated me with great civility and respect. AI- 
tboDgh I was oeiidier hungry nor thirsty, I could 
not excbse myself from sitting dowo at table with 
them ; and was even obliged to honour the toast 
which they had proposed. 

As I imagined thu my presence was a check 
A^a ^wir conversation, " Gentlemen, (said I,) f 
have ioterrupted your discourse : pray resume it, 
•r I will be gone." " These gendemen (said Fa- 
bricio) were talking of the Iphigenia of Kuripidea. 
The Bachelor Melchior de Villegas, who is a critic 
of tl>e first order, woe asking of Signior Don Jacinto 
de Romarata, what was the most interesting ciiv 
(.nmstance of the tragedy." " Yes, (said Don Ja 
I. i Vol.. Ill, 
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cinio,) and F answered that it was the danger ol 
Iphigenia." " And I (said the Bachelor^ replied, 
(and I am ready to demonstrate my assertion,) tbat 
the danger is not the most interesting part of the 
subject." " What is then ?" (cried the old Licen- 
tiate Gabriel de Leon.) " Tis the wind' (said the 
Bachelor.) 

The whole company burst otit into laughing at 
diis repartee, which I could not believe serious. 1 
thought that Melchior •pronounced it with a view 
of enlivening the conversation: but I'did not know 
this virtuoso, who was a man that did not at all 
anderstand raillery. "Laugh as much as you 
please,' gentlemen, (replied he drily,) I maiutain 
that the wind alone ought to interest, surprise, and 
move the spectator : figure to yourselves a numer- 
ous army assembled to go and besiege Troy j con- 
ceive all the impatience of the chiefs and soldier* 
to execute that enterprise, that they may speedily 
return into Greece, where tbey have left what it 
most dear to them, their wives, children, and house- 
liold-gods} in the mean time, a cursed contrary 
wind detains them at Aulis, seems to nul them to 
the port, and if it does not change, they cannot go 
and besiege the city of Priam ; it is the wind, there- 
fore, which constitutes the most interesdng point 
of that tragedy. I share with the Greelis, 1 es- 
pouse their cause ; my whole wish is the departure 
of theifleet J and I see with indifierence the danger 
of Iphigenia, since her death is the only means ot 
obtaining a favourable wind from the gods." 

Villegas had no sooner done speaking than the 
laugh was renewed at his expeoce. Nunnes was 
so mischievous as to support his opinion, that he 
might afibrd more game to the railers, who began 
to pass a great many jokes upon the wind : but the 
Bachelor beholding them all with a phlegmatic, 
haughty look, treated diem as ignorant and vulgar 
'minds. I expected every moment to see theni 
warm, and to go to loggerheads, the usual end d 
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dieir dissertations : but I wag balked in my ex- 
pectation ; tbey were contented with reviling one 
another, and witfadrew when they had eaten and 
drank their fil|. 

When they were gone, I asked Fabricio why he 
did not live still with his treasurer; and if he had 
quarrelled with him. " (Quarrelled ! (answered he,) 
God forbid : I am more in favour than ever with 
Siguior Don Bertrand, who has allowed me to lodge 
by myseIC I have, thereforej hired these lodgings, 
to receive my friends, and make merry with them 
in full liberty ;- which is oAen the casf : for thou 
knowest that I am not of an humonr to leave much 
wealth to my heirs ; and what is very happy for 
me, I am, at present, in a condition c^ enjoying 
parties of pleasure every day." " I am oveijoyed 
to hear it, my dear Nuunez, (said I ;) and I cannot 
help congratulating thee again upon the succesa 
of thy last tragedy : the whole eight hundred dra- 
matic pieces of the great Lope have not brought 
him one fourth of what thou hast got by thy Count 
de Saldagne. -■ 
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CHAPTER L 



UURTNG a whole month almost, his grace had 
Deen saying to me every day, " Santillaae, the time 
draws nigh when I shall set thy address to work ;" 
and E^ll this time did not come. At length, how- 
ever, it arrived ; and his Excellency spoke to me io 
these words : " It is reported that, in the company 
af players belonging to Toledo, there is a yonn^ 
actress whose talents make a great noise;' it is said 
that she dances and sings divinely, and quite cap- 
tivates the spectators by her declamation. I am 
assured also, that she has a considerable share of 
beauty. Such a genius deserves to appear at court 
The King loves plays, music, and dancing; and he 
must not be deprived of the pleasure of seeing and 
hearing a person of such extraordinary merit. 1 
have resolved, ther^ore, to send thee to Toledi^ u>^ 
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judge by thyself whether or not she is actaally 
■ach a wonderful actress. I will be governed by 
the impression she shall make upon thee, as I de- 
pend a gnM deal on thy dlsceriWient." I answer- 
ed, that 1 should give his grace a good account of 
that afiair; and prepared for my departure with 
one lacquey only, whom I ordered to put off the 
minister's livery, that things might be done the 
more mynerioaily And this was van^ much to 
bis exceuency's taste. 1 set out then lor. Toledo, 
where, when I amved, I alighted at "an inn near 
the castle. Scarce had I set my foot to the ground, 
when the landlord, taking me, doubtless, for some 
country gentlemai, said to aie, " Signior Cavalier, 
I suppose you are come to town to see the aagnst 
ceremony of the Anto da Fe,* which is to be per- 
formed to-morrow." I answered in the affirmative, 
thinking it more prudent to let him believe that, 
than to give bim an opportunity of questioning me 
about my coming to Toledo: " You will see (he 
resumed) one of the finest processions that ever 
happened : there are (I am told) more than a hun- 
dred prisoners, among whom ihey reckon above 
ten who are to be burnt.*' 

Next morning, ii^eed, before sun-rise, I beard 
lall the bells of the city tolling; and this melancholy 
sound was to advertise the people, that they were 
going to begin the Auto da Fe. Curious to see 
this solemnity, I put on my clothes in a hurry, and 
repaired to the iaquisition. All along the streets 
through which tlie procession was to pass, scaffolds 
were erected, upon one of which I hired a place. 
In a little time I perceived the Dominicans, who 
walked foremost, precedad by the banners o. the 
inqnisition. These good fathers were immediately 
followed by the wretched victims which weie to be 
«aeiificedchat day by the holy office. These inis«r- 
able creatures walked one aAer another with their 

• The Actorraitli. 



,„ Cookie 



ADVENTBRES OP GIL BLAS. 26 

beads and feet bare, each having a wax taper in bis 
handi ^od a godfather* by hU side. Some haa 
large scaptilaries of yellow stuff, garnished with St. 
Andrew's crosses painted red, and called sanbenho; 
Others wore carochas, which are high paper caps 
uade iQ the shape of a sugar-loaf, and covered with 
flames and diabolical figures. 

As I looked attentively at these unfortunate 
people with a compassion which I took care (o con- 
ceal, that I might not suffer- for it, 1 thought I 
recollected, amoflg those who ha4 their heads 
adorned with carochas, the reverend Father Hilary, 
•and his companion Brother Ambrose. They passed 
so near me that I coujd not be mistaken. . " What 
' do I see 1 (said I to myself,} heaven, wearied with 
the disorderly lives of these wretches, hath deliver- 
ed them at last to tlie Justice of the inquisition!*^ 
So saying, I felt myself seiied with horror : I trem- 
bled from head to foot, and my spirits were so dis- 
ordered, that I had almost swooned. The connec- 
tion which I once had with these rogues, the ad- 
veotiire of Xelva, in short, all the circumstances of 
my correspondence with them, presented them- 
selves that moment to my fancy ; and I thought I 
cDuId never be thankful enough to God, for having 
preserved me from the scapulary and carochas. 

When the ceremony was ended, I returned to the 
ion, trembling at the dreadful spectacle which I 
bad beheld : but these afflicting images which dis- 
turbed my imagination dispersed insensibly ; and 
BOW my whole study was to acquit myself hand- 
somely of the commission intrusted to my care. I 
waited impatiently for play-time, that I might go 
to the theatre, judging t|iat to be the most proper 
beginning of my work : and as soon as the hour 
came, I went thither, and sat down by a knight of 

* Feoptu named by the inquisition, tu accompany tha 
prisoaent to tha Auto da Fe, and ablij^d to be answerable , 
fi>rthem. 
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AIcaoUrH ; with whom entering into conversatioB, 
" Signior, (said I to him,) may a stranger be so bold 
' as toaskyouonequeslionf" "Signior Cavalier, (an- 
swered he, ver^ politely,) I siiall think it an ho- 
nour." "I have heard the actors of Toledo (I re- 
sumed) very much extolled ; pray, have I been mis- 
informed ?" " No, (replied the knight,) their com- 
pany is not bad ; nay, there are great players among 
them. *¥ou will see, among others, the fair Lucre- 
tia, an actress of fourteen years of age, who will 
surprise you TOry much. I shall have no occasion 
(o point her out to you ; when she appears, yon 
will easily distinguish her from the rest." I asked 
if she was to play that evening ; and he told me she 
would, observing at the same time, that she had a 
very shining part to act in the piece which was go- 
ing to be represented. 

The play began ; and two actresses, who had 
neglected nothing which could contribute towards 
rendering itiem charming, appeared on the stage* 
but, in spite of the lustre of their diamonds, I took 
neither the one nor the other for her whom I 'ex- 
pected. At length, Lucretia walked forward from 
the bottom of the stage; and her appearance was 
saluted by a long and general clapping uf hands, 
" Ah 1 there she is, (said I. to myself:) what a noble 
air! what grace! what fine eyest O the divine 
'creature!" I was actually very well pleased, or 
rather passionately struck with her person. On 
hearing her recite the first couplet, I found she had . 
nature, fire, and understanding above her age ; and 
I willingly joined my applause to that which she 
received from the whole audience, during the per- 
formance. " Well, (said the knight to me,} yoa 
see how Lucretia is caressed by the public." " I 
am not at all surprised at it," (answered 1.) You 
would be less so still, (said he,] if yAu had heard 
her sing, Sh^ is a perfect syren. Woe be to those 
who listen! Her dancing is no less formidable. 
Her steps, as dangerous as her voice charm the 
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eye, and force the heart to yield." " If that be the 
case, (cried I,) it must be owned she is a prodigy ! 
What happy mortal has the. pleasure of ruining 
himself for such an admirable creature i"' 

" She has no declared lover, (said he,] and even 

'icandal has not as yet involved her in any private 
ntrigue. Nevertheless, (added he,) this may soon 
he the case ; for Lucretia is under the conduct of 
Ber aunt Estella, who is certainly the most expert 
f all the actresses." At the name of Estella, I 
nterrupted the knight with precipitation, to ask i. 

' .hat Kstella was an actress of the Toledo company. 
" She is one of the best of them, (said he :) she has 
not acted to-day, and we have sulTered by her ab- 
sence : she usually plays the part of the waiting' 
woman, which she performs to admiration. Her 
action is full of spirit; perhaps too full; but it is 
an agreeable fault, which ought to be forgiven.' 
Tile knight told me wonders of this Estella ; and, 
by the picture he drew ofiier person, I never 
doubted that is 'was Laura, that same Laura, ot 
whom I have spoken so much in my history, and 
whom I had left at Grenada. 

However, to be more certain still, after the play, 
I went behind the scenes; and casting my eyes 
around, found her in the tyring-room, talking to 
some gentlemen, who, perhaps, regarded her only 
as the aunt of Lucretia. I advanced to salute 
Laura; but whether through whim, or in order to - 
punish me for my precipitate departure from Gre- 
nada, she pretended not to know me, and received 
my civilities so drily, that I was a little disconcert- 
e&. Instead of upbraiding her in a laughing hu 
mour for her cold behaviour towards me, I was 
fool enough to be nettled at it; 1 even retired 
hastily, reso]vii>f», iri my passion, to return next 
day to Madrid. "To be revenged of Laura ^said 
I to myself,) h^r niece shall not have the honour 
of appearing before the King: for this purpose, ] 
nan give to the minister such a description of Ln- 
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ereiia aa I please; 1 have no more to do but to te^ 
Uln that slie daoces with a bad grace, that she hafe 
a squeaking voke, and iu short, that her charms 
consist'in lier yfuiii only. I am sure his eicelleo- 
cy, after thai, will have no iocliDation to bring her 
to courL" 

Such was the vengeance I meditated agaiust 
Lava, foi her behaviour to me ; but my reseatmeot 
did not last loivg : nest day, just as I was about 
to depart, a page entered my chamber, and said, 
" Here is a letter for Sigaior de Sandllane." " I 
am the person, my child," answered I, takii^ the 
letter, wliich contained tliese words: " Forget the 
' manner in which you was received last night in 
the tyring^room, and be so good as to follow the 
bearer." I immediately took the page for my god- 
dttctor, vrho, wlien we were near the play-hou^*^ 
introduced me into a very handsome house, where 
1 found L^ira at her toilet, in a very genlecl 
apaftmeiM. 

She got up to embrace me, saying, " Signior Gil 
Bias, 1 know that you have no cause to.be pleased 
with the reception you met with, when you came 
to salute lite in our tyriug-room ; an old friend, like - 
yow, had a right to expect more civil treatment; 
but I must tell you, for my excuse, that I was then' 
in a very bad humour. When you appeared, 1 
was quite engrossed by some scandalous discourse 
which cffle of our gentlemen had uttered again£t 
my niece, whose honour is dearer to me than my 
own. 7our sudden retreat fadded she) made me 
immediately recollect myself; and that moment I 
ordered my page to follow you to your lodging, 
that I might to-day make amends for my fault.' 
" That is already done, my dear Laura, (said I :) 
let us talk no more of that matter: let us rather 
inffnn one another of what hai happened to us 
since the unlucky day in which the dread of just 
chastisement made me quit Grenada with great 
precipitation I left you, you may remember, in 
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pretty great perplexity : pray, bow did you extri- 
cate yourself? Had you not occasion for all your 
address, to appeaseyour Portuguese loveri"' "Npt . 
at all (replied Laura :) don't you know, that in such 
cases the men are so weak, that they somelinies 
even soare the women the trouhle to Justify them- 
■elves r I affirmed (continued she) to the Marquifl 
of Maria! va, that thou wast my brother. Pardon 
•me, Mr. Santillane, "f I speak to you as familiariy 
as heretofore : but I can't get rid of my old habita. 
I tell thee then, that 1 brazened it out. * Don't you 
see (said I- to the Portugaese nobleman) that all 
this is the work of jealousy and rage? Narciisa,- 
my comrade and rival, incensed to see me in quiet 
possession of a heart of which she is balked, bat 
played me this trick : she has bribed the under 
candle-snuffer, who, w Uie minister of her resent- 
ment, has the impudeace to say that he has aeeo 
me Arsenia's chamber-maid. Nothing can be more 
false : the widow of Don Antonio Coello alwa^ 
entertained too noble sentiments, to humble hersel. 
BO low as to serve an actress. Besides, what proves 
the falsity of the accusation, and the conspiracy o. 
my accusers, is the precipitate retreat of my bro- 
ther:' if he was present, Jie might confound tkeit 
slander; but Narcissa has, doubtless, employed 
some new avtilice, to make him disappear.' Though 
these reasons (pursued Laura) made but an indif- 
ferent apology, the Marquis was so good as to be 
satisfied with it: and that good-natured nobleman 
continued to love me, until the day of his departure 
from Grenada, on his return tq Portugal. Indeed, 
he did not stay long af^er thee: and the wife of 
Zapata .had the pleasure of seeing me lose the lover 
of whonf I had deprived her. After that, I lived 
some years at Grenada : then a division happening 
in our company, which is often the case, alk the 
plavers separated ; some went to Seville, others to 
Cordova ; and I came to^Toledo, where I have beeti 
ten years, with my niece Lucretfa, whom thou miiM 
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have seen act last night, since thou wut at the 

piay." 

,1 could not help laughing in this place; and 
Laara asking^ the cause, " Can't yon guess ! fsaid 
I;) you have neither brother nor sister, ana, of 
consequence, cannot be Lucretia's aunt. Besides, 
when 1 calculate the time which hath elapsed since 
our last separation, and compare it with the age ol 
your niece, I cannot help thinking that you are 
more nearly related." 

" I understand you, Mr. Gil Bias, (replied Don 
Antonio's widow, reddening ;) what a ohrooologist 
you are < it is impossible to make you believe it 
' W^l then, my friend, Lucretia is my daughter by 
the Marquis of Marialva ; she is the fruit of onr 
correspondence ; I can no longer conceal it from 
tbee." " What a great effort you make, my prin- 
cess, (said 1,) in revealing that secret, after having 
imparted to me your adventures with the steward 
of the hospital of Zamora. I must tell you, more- 
over, Ldcreti a is a maid of such singular merit, 
that the public can never he thankful enough to 
you for having made such a present to it. It were 
to be wished, that all your comrades had done the 
same." If some mischievous reader, in this 'place, 
rec<dlecting the private conversations which I had 
with Laura at Grenada, while I was secretary to 
the Marquis of Marialva, suspects that I might 
have disputed with that nobleman the honour 
of being Lucretia's father, it is a suspicion, the 
justice of which I must avow to my shame. I 
recounted my prinfipal adventures to Laura, .in 
my turn, and made her acquainted with my present 
situation. She listened to my narration so b.ten- 
tively, as to shew that it was far from bMug indif- 
ferent to her : and when I had finished it, " Friend 
SanHUane, (said she,) I find you act a very consi- 
derable part on the theatre of the world ;. and you 
cannot imagine how much I am overjoyed at your 
good fortune When I shall bring Lucre6a to 
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Madrid, with an intention to introduce her into the 
Prince's company, I flatter myself that she will 
find a powerful protector in Signior deSantillane." 
" Never doubt that, (answered I,) you may depend 
upon me: I wilt procure your daughter's admit- 
tance into the Prince's company whenever yoii 
please; this is what I can promise, without pre- 
suming' too much upon my power." " I would take 
{ou at your word, (replied Laura,) and set out for 
[adrid to-morrow, were I At restricted to this 
place by engagements with our company." " An 
order frbm court can break these ties, (said I,) and 
yoa shall recdve one in less than eight days. I 
shall be pleased in taking Lucretia from the To- 
ledans : such a handsome actress is destined for 
courtiers, and properly belongs to us." 

Lucretia entered the room, jusl as I had pro- 
nounced these woriis : and seemed so pretty and 
engaging', that I took her for the goddess Hebe. 
She had just risen ; and her natnral beauty shining 
without the help of art, presented a ravishing ob- 
ject to my view. " Come, niece, (said her mother 
to her,) come and thank this gentleman for his 
friendship : he is an old acquaintance of mine, who 
has great interest at court, and intends to introduce 
us both into the Prince's company." These words 
seemed to give pleasure to the dear girl, who made 
me a low courtesy; and said, with an enchanting ■ 
smile, " I most humbly thank you for your obliging 
intention; but, in taking me from the people by 
whom I am beloved, are you sure that I shall 

t)lease the audience at Madrid? I shall, perhaps, 
ose by the change. I remember to have heafd my 
aunt say, that she has seen actors caressed in one 
place, and hissed in another ; and this gives me 
some concern : beware of exposing me to the con- 
tempt, and yourself to the reproaches of the csurt.'- 
" Fair Lucretia, (answered I,) neither you nor I 
have reason to be apprehensive of that : I rather 
fear, that by inflaming all that behold you, you 
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WI.1 create some misiinderstandJng among our gran- 
dees." . " The fear of my niece (said Laura) is bet- 
ter founded than ^ours; but I hope they are hqfb 
vain : if Lucretia cannot make a noise by her 
charms, in recompence, she is no conteniptibli! 
acireis." 

Our conversation lasted some time longer; and 
I had reason to conclude, from every thing which 
Lncretia said, that ^e was a maid of a superior 
genius. I then tooli my leave of the two ladies, 
assuring them, that ihey should soon have an order 
from coart to repair to Madrid. 



CHJtPTER n. 



At my return to Madrid, 1 found the Count- 
Duke very impatient to know the success of my 
journey. " Gil Bias, (said he,) hast thou seen this 
same actress i' . Is she worth bringing to court !"* 
" My lord, (I replied,) Fame, which usually praises 
beauUes more than they deserve, has not said 
enough in commendation of young Lucretia ; she is 
an admirable creature, both as to her person and 
talents." " Is it possible ! (cried the minister, with 
an interior satisfaction, which I read in his eyes, 
and which made me believe that he had sent me to 
Toledo on his own account) is it possible that she 
can Ije so amiable '" " When you have seen her, 

S answered I,) you will own, that no eulogium can^ 
o justice to her charms," " Santillane, fsaid his 
excellency,) give me a faithful relation of tny jour- 
ney; J shall be very glad to hear it." To satisfy 
my ranster, I then recounted all, even the history 
of Laura inclusively. I told him, that this actres) 
bad Lucretia by the Marquis of Marialva, a Porta- 
gneae nobleman, who, stopping at GreoEtda on hii 
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travels, fell injove with her. In short, when I 
had recounted to his grace every thing that had 
happened between the two actresses and me, he 
said, f' I am oveijoyed to hear that Lucretia is the 
daughter of a man of quality; that drcumsianca 
intereEts me still more in her behalf; she inust be 
brought to town. But (added he} continue as thou 
hast begun ; let not me appear in it : every thintf 
must pass in the name of Gil Bias de Santillane. 

I went and told Carnero, that his excellencv de- 
sired him to expedite an order, bywhich the King 
received into his company Esteila and Lucretia, 
two actresses of Toledo. "Aha! Signior de Sau 
tillane! (said Carnero, with a satirical smile;) yes, 
you shall be served immediately, since, in all ap- 
pearance, you interest yourself for these two la- 
dies." At the same lime, be wrote an order with 
his own hand, . and delivered it to me to be expe 
dited; so that I sent it instantly to Estella by tht 
same lacquey who had attended me to Toledo 
Eight days after, the mpther and daughter arriving 
at Madrid, took lodgings hard by the Prince's com 
pany, and their first care was to give me notice o 

. It by a billet. I visited them immediately, where 
afier a thousand offers of service on my side, am 
as many acknowledgments on theirs, I lel\ them 
prepare for their first public appearance, which 
wished might be brilliant and successful. 

^ They advertised themselves as two new actresses 
whom the Prince's company had received by at 
order from court; and they began with a corned} 
which they had often acted at Toledo with ap 
plause. In what part of the world are new sight 
disregarded ? The play-house was that day fille4 
with an extraordinary concourse of spectators; an 
you may well imagine that I did not fail to b 
there. I suffered a little before the piece began ; 
and, prepossessed as I was in favour of the talents 
both of mother and daughter, I trembled for ihem, 
so much was T interested iu their success. But 
M Vol,. HE 
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Karce bad they opened their mouths, whm my 
fear was banished by the applaiis^which they re- 
ceived. Estella was looked upon as a consommat^ 
comic actress, and Lucretia as a prodigy in tender 
parts. This last captivated all heart*, ^ome ad-- 
ihired the beauty of her eyes, others were touched 
by the sweetness of her voice ; and every body- 
struck with the graces and brilliancy of her youth, 
went away enchanted by her appearance. 

The Count-Dulte being more interested thao I ^ 
imagined in the first essay of this actress, was at 
the plav that evening ; and I saw him go out about 
the end of the performance, seemingly very wejl 
satislied with our two new players. CurioUs to 
know if he was really affected with their sQCcess, 1 
fbllowed him home, and going into his closet just ■ 
after him ; " Well, my lord, (said 1,1 is your ex- 
cellency satisfied with young Mariafva .*" "My 
excellency (answered he smiting) would be very 
nice indeed, if I refused to join my vote to that of 
the public. Tes, child, I am charmed with thy 
Lucretia, and I don't doubt that the King. wilt be' 
pleased when he sees her." 



CHAPTER JU. 



Ths appearance of two new actresses bqod 
made a noise at court; the very next day it was 
■poke of at the King's levee. Some noblemen 
extolled young Lucretia in particular, and drew 
■uch a beautiful picture of her, that the monarch 
was struck with it; hut dissembling the impression 
which their discourses made upon his heart, he 
seemed to take no notice of what they said. Never- 
theless, as soon as he found himself alone with the 
Count-Duke, he asked who this actress was, whom 
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tbey praised so muctu The miaister aaswered, 
that she was a young player of Toledo, who had 
TDide her first appearance the preceding niglit with 
great success. She is called Lucrelia, (added lie,) 
B name very suitable to people ot' her profession, . 
She is an acquaintance of Saiitiliane's, who spoke 
go much in her favour, that 1 thought proper to re- 
ceive her into your majesty's coiTf[)any." 

The King smiled, when he heard my name men- 
tioned because he remembered perhaps at that 
moment, that it was I who had made him ac- 
quainted with Catalina, and foresaw tliat I should 
do him the same service on this occasion. " Count, 
(said he to th^ minister,) I will go to-morrow nui 
see tliis Lucretia act. Take care to advertise her 
of my inteniioo.'' 

The Count-Duke, having repeated this conversa- 
tion to me, and informed me of the King's design, 
sent roe to impart it to our two actresses. " I 
come (said I to Laura, who was the first I met) to 
tell you a piece of great news ; you will to-morrow 
have among ynnr spectators the sovereign of this 
monarchy ; this is what I am ordered by the mi- 
nister to acquaint you with. I don't doubt that 
your daughter and you will do your utmost to 
deserve the honour which the King intends you ; 
but I advise you to choose a piece In which there 
is both dancing and music, that he may admire all ^' 
the talents of Lucretia together." — " We will take 
yonr advice, (replied Laura,) and do all in our 
power to amuse the Prince." — " He cannot fail of 
being pleased, (said I, seeing Lucretia come in, in a 
dishabille, which gave her more charms than the 
most superb tiieatrical dress.) He will be so much 
the more satisfied with your lovely niece, as he 
loves singing and dancing above all other enter* 
tainments ; who knows but he may be tempted to 
throw the handkerchief at her .'"' — " I don't at all 
wish (replied Laura) that he may have any such 
teaiptalioD ; notwiihstanding bis being a powerful 
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monarch, he miglit Und obstacles to the accomplish- 
ment of his desii-es. Lucretia is virtuous, though 
bred behind the scenes : and whatever pleasure she 
may feel in seeing herself applauded on the Stage, 
she would much rather pass for a modest girl than 
for a good actress." 

" Why should my aunt (said young Marialva, 
joining in the coflversation) form such chimeras to 
fight with f I shall never be obliged to repulse the 
sighs of the King; the delicacy of his taste will 
save him from the reproaches he would deserve, it 
he could humble his attention to me." — " But 
charming Lucretia, (said I,) should it happen that 
the Prince would attach himself to you, and choose 

i^ou for his mistress, would you be so cruel as to 
et him languish in your chains, like an ordinary 
lover ?" — " Why not .■' (answered she.) Yes, doubt- 
less: and though virtue were out of the question, 
my vanity would exult much more in resisting than 
in yielding to his passion." I was not a little 
astonished to hear a pupil of Laura talk in this 
manner ; and left the ladies, praising the last for 
having bestowed such good education on the other. 
Next day, the King, impatient to see Lucretia, 
went to the play. They acted a performance mixed 
with songs and dances, in which our young actress 
shone very much. From the beginning to the end, 
I kept my eyes filed on the monarch, and in his 
looks .endeavoured to read his thoughts; but he 
baffled my penetration, by an air of gravity which 
all along he affected to preserve. I did not learn 
till next day what 1 was so curious to know. 
" Santillane, (said the minister to me,) T have just 
left the King, who has spoken to me of Lucretia 
with so much vivacity, that I am convinced he is 
captivated by that young player ; and as I told him • 
that thou wast the occasion of bringing her from 
Toledo, he said he should be glad to talk with tbee 
in private on that subject. Go instantly and pre- 
vent thyself at his chamber-door, where there u an 
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order already given to admit thee. Kun, tbere- , 
fore, and bring me back as eood as possible an ac- 
count of the conversation," 

I flew instaotiy to tiie palace, where T found the 
King alone, walking very fast, in expeclatioo of my 
coining, and seemingly very much perplexed. He 

Eut several questions to me about Lucretia, whose 
istory he obliged me to recount : he then asked if 
the little gentlewoman had never been engaged in 
any^intrigue. I boldly assured him that she had 
not (though these sorts of assurances are a little 
rash,) and the Prince seemed very glad to hear it. 
"If that be the case, (said'he,) I choose thee for 
.my agent with Lucretia; and desire that by thy 
means she may this evening learn her victory. Go, 
signify her conquest from rae, (added he, putting 
into my hand a diamond necklace worth forty 
thousand crowns,} and tell ber that I desire she 
will accept of that present, until I give her more 
Bolid marks of my aflection." 

Before I performed this commission, I went back 
to the Count-Duke, and made a faithful report of 
what the King had said : with this I imagined the 
minister would be more afflicted than rejoiced, for 
I believed, (as I have already observed,) that he, 
himself had amorous views upon Lucretia, and 
would be chagrined to hear that bis master was 
become his rival ; but I was mistaken. Far from 
seeming mortified at the news, it gave him so much 
joy, that, being unable to contain it, some words 
escaped him which did not fall to the ground. 
" Aha ! PbHlp, (criei.he,) egad, I have you fast. 
For once yon will be sick of business." This apos- 
trophe disclosed the whole contrivance of the 
Count-Duke. I now perceived, that the minister 
being afraid .of the King's applying himself to 
serious affairs, endeavoured to amuse him with 
pleasures more suitable to his humour. " Santillane, 
(caid he oAerwards,) lose ao time ; make haste, my 
iriend, to go and execute the important oider 
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wliich ihou hast received, and which a greK atatiy 
noblemen at court would glory in perlbrmitig. Con- 
sider, (said he) that thou hast here no Co>fmt dfe 
Lemos to deprive thee of one half of the hoffoUr 
acquired in this servire. Thou wilt have It CBtiKly 
to thyself, and moreover enjoy all ibe fruits of it." 
Thus did his excellency guild the pill, which! 
swallowed down gently, though not without taMinc 
the bitterness of it: fpr, since my imprisonmeat, 1 
had been used to look upon things in a moral poiat 
of view, and did not think the post of Mercury in 
chief qpjiie so honourable as h was catted. How- 
ever, ilioiigh I was not vicious enough to perform 
it without remorse, I had not virtue sufficient to 
make me refuse the etnploymenL I ttrervfore 
obeyed the King the more willingly, as 1 saw al 
the same lime that my compliance would be agreed- 
able to the minister, whom it was my sole study to 
' please. I thougiit proper to address mys«lf at first 
to Laura, to whom in a private conversation I dis- 
closed my mission in a discreet manned; md, 
towards the end of tlie discourse, presented tlie 
jewels : at sight of which, die lady b«Dg unable to 
conceal her joy, gave a loose to it. " Signior Gil 
Bias (cried she,) I ought not to constrain myselt 
before my oldest and best friend. I should be to 
blame, in affecting a false seveiify of morals, and 
making grimaces with you. Yes, you need not 
doubt it, (continued she,) I am oveijoyed that my 
daughter has made such a precious conquPst, iM 
the advantages of which I comprehend; bat, be^ 
(ween you and me, I am afraid that Lacfetia will 
look upon them with a difiet^nl eye: for, though a 
young actress, she is so careful of her chastity, ti>at 
she has already r^ected the addresses af two young 
noblemen, both amiable and irich. You may say 
indeed, that these werfe not kings. Troe | and, in 
all probability, the passion of a cpbwned beikd wit) 
shake the virtue of Lucretia. Nevertbeless, I lnil<l 
telTyou, that the thing is uncettain, and I deelatv 
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thai I will never force the iaclinations of my 
daughter. If, far from thinking herself honoured 
by the transient affection o£ the King, she shall 
regard that honour as iufaiaous, let not that great 
Prince be disobliged, if siie shall conceal herself 
from him. Return to-morrow, (added she,) and 
then I will tell yon whether yon must carry back 
to him a favourable answer.or his jewels," 

I did not at all doubt that Laura would exhort 
Liucretia to swerve from her duty, rather than 
remain in it, and I depended a good deal on that 
exhortation. Nevertheless, I learned with sur- 
prise next day, that Laura had as much difficulty 
in swaying her daughter to vice, as other mothers 
have to form theirs to virtue; and, which is still 
more surprising, Lucretia, af\er having granted 
some private interviews to the monarch, felt so 
much remorse for having yielded to his desires, 
that she quitted the world all of a sudden, and 
shut herself up in the monastery of the Incarnationt 
where she soon fell sick, and died of grief. Laura, 
being inconsolable for the loss of her daughter, 
whose dealh she upbraided herself with, retired- ' 
into the convent of the Female Penitents, there to 
mourn the pleasures of her youth. Tlie King was 
affected by the unexpected reireat of Lucretia j 
but, being of a humour not to be long afflicted at 
any thing, consoled himself by degrees for this 
evenL As for tbe.Couut-Duke, allhougb he did 
uot seem very much touched at this incideul, it did 
not fail to give him a great deal of mortification 
and this the reader will easily believe. 
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CHAPTER IK 



I WAB also lensibly affected by the miBfonnoc 
f Lucretia, and felt such remorse for having con- 
tributed to it, (hat, looking upon roygelf as aa 
infamous wretch, in spite of the quality of the lover 
whose passion I had served, I resolved toabaudoa 
the caduceua for ever. I even expressed to the 
tninister the reluctance I had to bear it, and begged 
he would employ me in sometlnng else. " Santil- 
lone, {said he,) I am charmed with ihy delicacy j 
tind since thou art a man of such honour, will give 
thee an occupation more suitable to thy virtue. 
This it is ; listen atteotively to what I am going to 
impart. 

" Some years before I was in favonr, (continued 
he,) chance one day presented to my view a lady 
so handsome and well-made, that 1 ordered her to 
be followed. 1 learned that she was a Genoese, 
called Donna Margarita Spinota, who lived at 
Madrid on the revenue of her beauty, and that Don 
Francisco de Valeasar,* an alcade of the court, a 
rich old married man, spent a great deal of money 
upon the coquette. Tiiis report, which ouglit to 
have inspired me with contempt for her, made me 
conceive a violent desire of sharing her favours 
with Valeasar; and to satisfy it, I bad recourse to a 
female go-between, who had the address in a little 
time to procure for me a private interview with the 
Genoese ; and thai was followed by many more, so 

■ Don FrHndsco Valeasar actually married this ladj 
when she was big with child, anJ adopted the boy, whom 
he educated and ackno^vk'dged a9 his own son, during the 

aaCH of thirty-one years; tit the ei[iiration of which, the 
}unt-Duke, Hiiding himgelf without heirs male, hud him 
legitimated and created Marquis of Muyenui. 
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that my rival and I were equally w«Ii treated for 
oiir presents. Perhaps, too, she had other gallann 
as happy as we were. 

" Be that as it will, Margarita, in receiving such 
confused homage, insensibly became pregnant, and 
brought forth a son, the honour of whom she be- 
Stowed on each of her lovers in particular ; bat not 
one of them being in conscience able to boast him- 
aelf the father of that child, it was disowned by 
iheta all ; so that the Genoese was obliged to main- 
tain it with the fruit of her intrigues : this she did 
for eighteen years, at the end of which term dying, 
she has left her son without fortune, and, which w 
worse, without education. 

" This (pursued his grace) is the secret I had to 
impart, and 1 will now inform thee of the great 
design which I have projected. I will brit^ thii 
unfortunate child from obscurity, and making him 

Eass from ?ne extreme to another, raise him to 
onours, and own him for my son." 
At this extravagant project, it was impossible for 
me to hold my tongue. " How ! my lord, (cried I,) 
can your excellency have taken such a strange 
-resolution.'' Pardon me fur using that term, which 
hath escaped my leal."— " Thou will find it is very 
prudent, (he replied with precipitation,) when I 
have told thee the reasons that have determined 
me to take it. T don't desire that my collalerals 
should be my heirs. Thou will say, that 1 am not 
as yet of such an advanced age, as to make me 
despair of having children by my lady Olivarei. 
But every one knows himself best. Let It sujTice 
to tell thee, that there is no secret in chemistry 
which I have not tried, in vain, to become a father. 
Therefore, since fortune, supplying the defect ot 
nature, presents a child to me, whose true father 
perhaps I am, I am resolved to adopt him." When 
I saw the minister bent on this adoption, I ceased 
to oppose it, knowing him to be a mail capable ol 
committing a foolish action rather than swerve from 
M a Vol., Ill, 18 
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hk owK opiniMi. ■*' Tbe s«^ busineK sow ^ddeS 
he) it to hescow edncadoa npon Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman, for this nnme I intend he sbEJI bear, 
uotil he shall be in a condition to possess tbe dig- 
luties tliat await' hiiD. Thou, my dear Santillane, 
art tbe person whom I choose to be his tutor. I 
confide in thy nt>deritBBding and atiachmeot to me 
fer thy care in reguUting his family, in giving hiai 
all sorts of masters ; in a word, of inalLiE>g kim an 
accoDiplisbed cavalier." I would have refased thid 
employment, representing to the Count>Diike, that 
I was very ill qualified to educate young noblemen, 
having never practised that business, which re- 

Siired more knowledge and merit than I possessed. 
Dt be interrupted me, and shut my mouth, by 
utying, " that he was absolutely resolved to make 
me governor to this adopted son, whom he destined 
for the first offices of the monarchy," I prepared 
myself therefore to fill this place, tof the satit- 
faction of bis grace, who, to reward my conifJiaDce, 
increased my small revenue with a pension of a 
thousand crowns, which he procured or rather gave 
me, ou the commandery of Mandra. 



CHAPTER V. 



The Counl-Duke in a little time actually owned 
the son of Donna Margarita Spinela, and the deed 
was executed with tbe consent and inclination of 
the King. Don Heury Philip de Guzman (for that 
was the name given to this child of many fathers) 
was declared sole heir of the Count d'Olivarez, and 
of the ducliy of San Lucar. The minister, that no* 
hotly might Im ignorant of this event, ordered Car- 
nero to communicate the declaration to the am- 
bassadors and grandees of Spain, who were not m 
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Htde suqirjsed at his conduct. The wits of Madnij 
had a fund of mirth from it a long time, and the 
satirical poets, did not neglect such a fair occasion 
of shedding the gait of their pens. 

When I aslted where this gentleman was, whom 
his grace intended to intrust to my care; "He is 
in this city, (lie replied,) under the direction of an 
' aunt, from whom I will take him, as soon as thou 
shall have prepared a house for him." This was 
soon performed. I took a house, which I caused 
to be magnificently furnished; hired pages, a 
porter and footmen; and, with the assistance of 
Caporis, filled up the places of his officers. When 
I had completed his attendance, I went and ad- 
vertised his excellency, who immediately sent for 
his equivocal heir, and new shoot from the trunk 
of the Guzmans, and I found him a tall young fel- 
low, of an agreeable- per son. " Don Henry, (said 
his grace to him, poiDUng with fais finger to me,) 
this gentleman is the guide whom I have chosen to 
conduct you in the career of life, I have the 
greatest confidence in him, and . give him an abso- 
lute power over you. Yes, Santillane, (said he, 
turning to me,) I abandon him entirely to your 
care, and don't doubt that you will give a good 
account of him." To this discourse the minister 
Joined others, exhorting the young man to submit 
to my directions; after which, I conducted Don 
Henry to his house, where when we arrived J made 
all his domestics pass in review before htm, signi- 
fying (he office of each. He did not seem con- 
founded at the change of his condition ; and ac- 
■ commodating himself to the deference and officious 
respect that was sheWn to him, he seemed to have 
been always that which he was now become by 
chance. He did not want capacity, but was wholly 
illiterate, being scarce able to read or write. I 
furnished him with a preceptor to teach him the 
elements of the Latin tongue, and hired for him 
masters of geography, history, and fencing. Ton 
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■nay well believe thsl I did not forg«t a. dancing 
master : i was only embarrassed in the choice, for 
at that lime there was a great number famous in 
that profession at Madrid, and I did not know to 
whom I ought to give ihe preference. While I 
was in this perplexity, a man richly dressed came 
Jilto the court, and I being told that he wanted to 
speak with me, went to liim, imagining that he was . 
at least a knight of St, Jago or Alcantara. Whea 
I asked his commands, " Signior de Santillane, 
(answered he, after having made several bows, 
which smelled strongly of liis profession,) under- 
standing that your worship is the person who 
chooses masters for Signior Don Henry, I am come 
to offer my service ; my name is Martin Ligero 
and I have (thank heaven] some reputation. It is 
Dot my custom to come and solicit for scholars ; 
that is the province of little obscure dancing 
masters. I usually wait until I am sent for ; but as 
I have taught the Duke de Medina Sidonia, Don 
Ijewis de Haro, and some other noblemen of the 
'family of Guzman, to which I am as it were a ser- 
vant born, I thought it my duly to anticipate your 
message." — " I find by your discourse (said I) that 
you are the man we want. How much do you 
take per month ?" " Four double pistoles (answered 
be) is the current price, and I give but two lessons 
per week," — " Four doubloons a month ! (cried I ;) 
that is a great deal." — " How ! a great deal ! (re- 
plied he with an air of astonishment ;] you would 
■ give a pistole a month to a master of philosophy." 
There was no resisting such a pleasant reply, at 
which I laughed heartily, and asked Signior Ligero, 
' if he really thought a man of his profession pre- 
' ferable to a master of philosophy " Doubtless ! 
(said he,) we are of much greater use than those 
gentleman. What is a man before he has passed 
through our hands ? what but an ill-licked cuU? 
bnl our lessons mould him by litde and little into 
a due form. In a word, we teach him to move 
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gracefully, giving^ btni attitudes and airs of dignity 
and importance." 

I yielded to the arguments of this danriiig-mas- 
ter, whom I hired for Don Henry, at the rate of 
'our double pistoles a month, since that was the 
orice of greut masters of bis art 



CHAPTER Vl. 



I HAD not as yet completed the half of Don 
Henry's family, when Scipio leturoed from Mexico. , 
I asked him if he was satisfied with his voyage, 
and he answered, " I have reason to be so; since, 
with three thousand ducats in specie, I have brougbl 
over twice as much in merchandize of the consump- 
tion of this country." " I congratulate thee, my 
child, (I replied.) Tby fortune is now begun ; and 
it is in thy power to complete it, by retui^ning to 
the Indies next year ; or if thou preferest an agree- 
able post at Madrid, to the trouble of going so far 
to amass wealth, thou hast nothing to do but to 
speak ; I have one at thy service." " £gad, (said 
tlie SOD of Coscolina,) there is no room for hesita- 
tion. I would much rather execute a good employ- 
ment near you, than expose myself anew to the 
perils of a long voyage. Pray, master, explaio 
yourself; what post do you intend for your bumble 
servant ?" 

For his better information, I recounted to him 
the story of the young nobleman whom the Count- 
Duke had introduced into the family of Guzman; 
and after having told him that the minister bad 
chosen me governor to Don Henry, I promised to 
make him valet de chambre to that adopted son. 
Scipio, who asked no belter, willingly accepted the 
post, and acquitted bimself in it so well, that in lesi 
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tfaan three or four d^ys he acquired the confidence 

and friendship o( his new master. 

I imagined that the peda^jogties whom I had 
chosen to tench the son of the Genoese would find 
their Latin thrown away, believing one at his see 
undisciplinable. But I was much mistaken. He 
easily comprehended and retained all that was 
shown to him, and his masters were very well sa- 
tisfied with his capacity. I ran eagerly to impar( 
this piece of news to the puke, who received il 
with excessive joy. " Santillane, (cried he, trans- 
ported,) I am ravished to hear that Don Henry has 
such a memory and peneiration ! I perceive my 
own blood in him ; and what convinces me of his 
being my son is, that I feel as much affection for 
him as if he had been born by my lady OHvarei 
Thou seest by iliis, my friend, that nature declares 
itself." I was not fool enough to tell his grace my 
sentiments of the matter; but, respecting his weak- 
ness, left him to enjoy the pleasure (whether true 
or false) of believing himself the father of Don 
Henry. 

Althongh all the Guzmans entertained a mortal 
natred of this yonng nobleman of fresh date, they 
dissembled it out of policy; nay, some of them 
affected to court his friendship; he was visited by 
the ambassadors and grandees who were then at 
Madrid, and honoured by them as much as if he 
had been a legitimate son of the Count-Duke. This 
minister, overjoyed to see such incense offered to 
his idol, soon decked him with dignities. He bogan 
by asking of the King the cross of Alcantara, with 
a commandery worth ten thousand crowns, for Don 
Henry. In a little time a(\er, he was made gen- 
tleman of the bed-chamber. Then resolving to 
marry him to a lady of the most noble family of 
Spam, he cast his e3'es upon Donna Juana Velasco, 
daughter to the Duke of Castile, and had authority 
enongh to accomplish the marriage, in spite of that 
Dake and all his relations. 
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A ftw days before the marriage, Ins g;rac« having 
tent for me, put some papers into my tiand, saying, 
•"Hold, Gil Bias, here are letters of nobility, which 
I htrve ordered lo be expedited fur thee." " My 
'ord, (answered I, surprised at his words,) your 
excellency knows that I am the son of a poor du- 
nna and squire ; so that, in ray opinion, the nobi- 
lity would be profinted by my Msociation ; and it 
is, of all the favours which his majesty could be- 
stow, that whicb I deserve and desire the least," 
" Thy birth (replied the minister) is an objection 
that is easily removed : thou hast been employed 
in Mate affairs, both under the Duke of Lortna's 
miatstfy and mine: besides, (added he, with ^ 
tmile,) t>ast thou not done the monarch some ser- 
vice, which deserves a recompence ? lb a word, 
Sandllane, thoa art not unworthy of the honour 
which I have procured for ibee. Moreover, ths 
rank which thou boldest with regard to my son, 
requires that thon shouldest be noble ; and it is on 
that account (hat I have obtained the patent." " I 
yield, my lord, (i replied,) since your excellency 
insists upon my compliance." So saying, I went 
away with my patent in my pocket. 

" 1 am now a gentleman, (said I to myself, wben 
I had..gol into the street,) ennobled without being 
obliged to my parents fur my quality, I may, when 
I please, be called Don Gil Bias, and if any one of 
my acquaititance shall take it in his head to laugh 
in my face when he calls me so, I will show my 
patent. But let us read it, (continued I, taking it 
out of ray pocket,) and see in what manner my 
original meanness is washed away." I therefore 
perused the paper, the substance of which was, 
that the King, to reward the leal which I had ma- 
nifested on more than one occasion for his service, 
and the good of the slate, had thought proper to 
gratify my attachment with letters of nobility. I 
will venture to say in my own praise, that they 
did not inspire me with the least pride. Having 
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the itieanoess of my extraction always before my 
eyes, this honour humbled instead of making; me 
vain ; therefore I determined to lock up my patent 
in a drawer, and never boast of its being in my po»> 



CHAPTER Vn. 



Thx Asturian poet (as must have l»en observed 
by the reader) willingly neglected me, and ray oc- 
cupatio;is did not permit me to visit him. I had 
not seen liim since the day of the dissertation 
on the Iphigenia of Euripides, when chance again 
threw him in my way near the gale of the Sun. 
He n-as coming out of a printing-house, and I ac- 
costed him, saying, " Aha ! Mr. Nunnec, you have 
been at the printer's ; that seems to threaten the 
public with a new work of your composition." 
' That is what indeed it may expect, (answered 
he.) I have actually in the press a pamphlet whicb 
will make some noise in the republic of letters." 
" 1 don't doubt the merit of thy production, ^I re- 
plied,) but am amazed at thy composing pamphlets, 
which in my opinion are trifles that do no great 
honour to a man of genius." "I know it very 
well, (said Fabricio,) and am not ignorant that none 
but those who read every thing amuse themselves 
with- pamphlets. However, this one has escaped 
me, which I own is the child of necessity. Hun- 
ger, thou knowest, brings the wolf out of the 
wood." 

" How ! (cried I,) does the author of The Count 
de Saldagne talk in this manner .<* a man who has 
two thousand crowns a year!" "Softly, friend, 
(said Nunnes to me;) I am no longer that bappy 
poet who enjoyed a well-paid pension. The afiairs 
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of the treasnrer Don Bertrand are disordered a!) 
of a sudden. He has fingered and squandered 
away the King's money ; all liis efiecta are seiied, 
and my pension is gone to the devil." " That is a 
melancholy affair, (I resumed;) but hast thou no 
hope remaining from that quarter?" "Not tne 
east, (said he.) Signior Gomez de Ribero, as poor 
- as his poet, is gone to the bottom, and will never, 
it is said, get his head above water again." 

" If that be the case, my child, (answered I,) I 
must find out some post to console thee for the 
loss of thy pension." " 1 will spare thee that Iroa- 
.ble, (cried he.) If thou wouldest offer me an em- 
ployment in the minister's ofGces,.worth three thou- 
sand crowns yearly, I would refuse it. The bud- 
Qess of clerks will not agree with the humour of a 
foster-child of the Muses : I must enjoy my literary 
amusements. What shall I say to thee .'' I am born 
to live and die a poet, and my destiny must be ful- 
filled. 

" But don't imagine (continued he) that we are . 
very unhappy; besides that we live in perfect in- 
dependence, we are boys without care. People 
think that we often dine with Democritns, and 
(here they are mistaken. There is not one of my 
fraternity, not even excepting the makers of alma- 
nacs, who is not welcome to some good tahle. As 
for my part, there are two families where I am 
always received with pleasure. 1 have two covers 
laid for me every day ; one at the house of a fat 
director of the farms, to whom I have dedicated 
a romance ; and the other, at the house of a rich 
citizen, who has the disease of being thought to 
entertain wits every day at his table; luckily, he 
is not very delicate in his choice, and the city fur- 
nishes him wid) great plenty." 

" I no longer pity thee then, (said I to the As- 
turian poet,) since thou art satished with thy con- 
dition : though I protest to thee anew, (hat thou 
hast always in Gil Bias a friend, who is proof 
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agfUnal thy neglect and iodifference ; if thou bast 
occasion for luy purse, come boldly to me, and Itit 
not a silly shame deprive thee of an infi)llible suc- 
cour, and rOb me of the pleasure of obliging thee." 
**' By lliat generous sentiment, (cried Nunnez,) I 
recollect my friend Santillane. I return a thousand 
thanks for thy kind ofier, and out of gratitude will 

give thee a wholesome advice. While the Count- 
>uke continues in power, and thou art in possession 
of his favour, profit by the opportunity ; make haste 
to enrich thyself, for i am told he begins lo totter." 
I asked Fabricio if he had that iDtelligence on good 
authority: and he answered, "I have it from a- 
knight of Oalatrava, who has a very singular talent 
in discovering the most hidden secrets; he is look* 
ed upon as an oracle, and this Is what I heard hint 
say yesterday ; The Count-Duke has a great many 
enemies, who are all united to ruin him j lie depends 
too much on the ascendancy which he has over the 
King J that monarch, it is reported, hegins to listen 
to the complaints which have already reached his 
ears." I thanked Nunnes for his infarmation, ol 
which I took little notice, but went hoiHe, persuad- 
ed that my master's authority was immoveahle, and 
considering him as one oC those old oaks which are 
rooted in a forest, and which no storms can over- 
throw. 



CHAPTER Vin. 



Nevertheless, what the Asturian poet had 
told me was not without foundation. There wia 
\a the palace a secret confederacy formed against 
the Count-Duke, and the Queen was said to be at 
the head of it ; but none of the measures which they 
took to displace the minister transpired : nay, a 
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"wtiole year passed, before I perceived that his 
favour bad received the least shock. 

But the revolt of the Catalonians, supported by 
France, and the bad success of the war against 
these rebels, excited the murmars of the people, 
who complained of the government. These com- 
laints occasioned a council to be held in pre- 
sence of the King, who desired the Marquis de 
Grana, the emperor's ambassador at the court of 
Spain, to be there; the subject of their deliberation 
being, whether it was mo»t proper for the King to 
stay in Castile, or go and shew himself to his troops 
in Arragon. The Count-Duke, who was averee to 
the Prince's departure for the army, spoke first : he 
represented that it was bettef for his majesty to 
remain in the center of his dominions; and sup- 
ported his opinion witli all the reasons which his 
eloquence could afford. He had no sooner con- 
cluded his speech, than his advice was unanimously 
followed by every body in council, except the 
Marquis of Grana, who, listening to nothing but his 
teal for the house of Austria, and giving way to the 
frankness of his nation, opposed .the sentiments Ol 
the prime minister, and supported the contrary opi- 
nion with such force, that the King was struck with 
the solidity of his arguments, embraced his opinion, 
though it was opposite to that of the whole council, 
and fixed the day of his departure for the army. 

This was the first time that ever his majesty 
durst think otherwise than his favourite ; who, look- 
ing upon this novelty as a bloody affront, was very 
much mortified. When the minister was going to 
retire into his closet, to bite upon the bridle at 
libertj', he perceived me, and taking me in along 
with him, recounted what had passed at council,- 
with great agitation : then, like a man who could 
not recollect himself from his surprise, " Yes, San- 
tillane, (continued he,) the King, who for these ■ 
twenty years past hath spoke with my mouth, and 
seeo through my ej/es, now prefers the opinion oi 
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Grana to mine; and in what manner loo? loading 
the ambassador with eulogvums, and, in particular, 
praising bis zeal for ibe bouse of Austria, as if that 
German loved it better than I do. 

" By tbis, it is easy to judge, (pursued the iP'- 
nister,) that ihere is a party formed against me, 
and that the Queen is at ihe head of it." " Why, 
my lord, (said I,) should you be uneasy with that 
conjecture f Has not the Queen, for more than 
twelve years, been used to sec you at the helm; 
and the King been in a long babil of not consulting 
her ? As for the Marquis of Grana, the monarch, 
perhaps, chose his opinion, out of desire to see his 
army, and make a campaign." " That is not the 
case, (said (be Count-Duke ;) say rather, my ene- 
mies hope that the King, being among his troops, 
will always be surrounded by the noblemen who 
will attend him : and that more than one will be 
found so much disgusted at uie, as to speak to the 
prejudice of my administration : but tliey are mis- 
, taken (added he;) I will make the Prince inacces- 
sible to them all during the journey." This he 
actually performed, in a manner that deserves to 
be related. 

The day of the King's departure being arrived, 
that monarch, after having entrusted the Queen 
with the c&re uf the government in his absence, set 
out for Saragossa; but in his way, passing by Aran- 
juez,* was 'SO delighted with the place, that Le 
staid there almost three weeks: from thence the 
minister carried him to Cuenca, where be amused 



* Aranjuez is a royal palace in New Castile, «ttiated neai 
the rivers of Taio and Garuma, in a large plain surrounded 
. by hills and forests, Itiroiigh iKhich aiy many spacious ave- 
nuRs. The entrance tu this palace is over two painted 
wcKjclen bri<iges, upoo the afori'said riTers, which jniiied a 
little beluw the house. Here is a delightful garden ; and in 
a lareesqtiarc paved with marble, a statue in brass of Charles 
Ihe Fifth armed cap-a-pce, trampling upon heresy, repre- 
■ented by four arch -heretics. 
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him still longer, by vaiious diversions. Tlien the 
pleasures of the cliace detained him at Molina oi 
Arragon ; after which, he was conducted to Sara- 
gossa. 

His army being DOt far from thence, he prepared 
for going to it; but the Count-Duke altered his 
inclination, by making him believe that he would 
be in danger of being taken by the French, who 
were masters of the plain of Moncon - so that the 
King, being afraid of the peril which he had no 
cause to fear, took the resolution of remaining shut 
up at home, as in a prison. The minister, taking 
the advantage of his terror, and under pretence o. 
watching for his safety, guarded him, as it were, 
from the sight of every body : and the grandees, 
who had been at a vast expence to put themselves 
in a condition (o follow their sovereign, had not 
even the satisfaction of obtaining one private audi- 
ence. Philip, at length, tired of being ill lodged 
at Saragossa, of passing his time still worse, or, i. 
you please, of being prisoner, returned in a little 
time to Madrid. Thus this monarch finished hii 
campaign, leaving to the Marquis de lbs Veles, 
general of his troops, the care of maintaioiug tbs 
honour of the Spanish arms. 



CHAPTER IX. 



A »EW days after the King's return, a vep' dis« 
Agreeable piece of news spread all over Madrid. 
It was reported (hat the Portuguese, looking upon 
the revolt of the Cataloaiaas as a fair t 
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ofieoed to them by fortHne for slmking' off" thti 
Sp«ni$h yoke, had taken up arms, and cboeen ibe 
Doke of Bragania for their king; tbat they wer 
resolved to mainiain him on the throne, and wan 
confident of succeaa ; Spain having at that time oa 
h«r hands enemies in Germany, Italy, Flanders, 
and Catalonia : indeed, they could not have Iband 
a more favourable coojunrlu're for freeing ihtm^ 
■elves from a dominion which they detested.'*' 

What is very siagular, it, thai the Count-Dnke^ 
while both court and city seemed U» be struck with 
consternation at the news, wanted to joke with the 
King, at the espence of the Duke of Braganca: 
but Philip, far from being pleased with his raillery, 
assumed a very grave air, which disconcerted him, 
and made him foresee his disgrace : he no laBg«r. 
doubted his own fall, when he understood that lb - 
Qlieen badopenlydecUredherself against him, am, 
lOudly accubed him of having, by his bad admini- 
■tration, occasioned the revolt of Portugal. The 
greai«st part of the grandees, especially those wiio 
faful beep at Saragossa, no sooner perceived that a. 
tempest w^s brewing over the head of the Count- 
Duke, than they Joined the Queen : and vi.hM gave, 
the last stroke to his favour, was. the arrival of th& 
Duchess Dowager of Mantua, formerly governess 
of Portugal. This lady, on her return from Lisbon 
to Madrid, plainly demonstrated to the King, dia 
the revolution of that kingdom happened through 
the fault of the prime minister. 

The discourse of this Princess made a great im- 

[tression on the mind of the monarch, who being at 
ength roused from his infaluatinn for his favourite, 
strip! him of all the affection which he had enter- 

* This revolution, nhicb happened in the year 1B4(I, wai ' 
conducted niitli sui^h surprising si-crecy (though the design 
was knuwn to more than 200 pen-ons, ujvhole year before,) 
that the Duku orBr^gatizanaadeilaredKing, and theSpsu- 
ith yoke shook off in one day, tiiraugh all the P«rtugueae 
dtrnuiiaiw in lilurope, Aaia, Africa, and America; 
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tajned for him. When the minister was informed , 
tbat tbe King listeoed to bia eoemies, he wrote (• 
letter to him, asking leave to resign his eirlploy 
meal, and remove from court, since people were so 
UDJust as to impute to him all the misrortunea 
which had happened to the kingdom during the 
course of his administration. He thought that this 
letter would have a great effect, and that the Prince 
still preserved so mut^ friendship for him as to 
detain him at court; but all the answer which hii 
majesty returned, was the permission that he de- 
sired, with leave to retire wheresoever he would. 

These words, written by the King's own baud, 
were a thunderbolt to his grace, who by no means 
expected such a reply; but, though he was. very 
much confounded, he affected an air of constancy, 
and asked what I would do were I in his place ?— 
" I would soon take my resolutio.i, (said I ;) f 
_ would abandon tbe court, and pass the rest of my 
, days ip peace, at some one of my estates in tlif 
country. — " That is a wholesome ad vice,, (replied 
my raasterj and I am fully resolved to finish my - 
career at Loeches, after I shall have onc6 more 
conversed with the King; for 'I want to demon- 
strate to him, that I have done all that human 
prudence^ould suggest, to sustain th? weighty 
burden with which I was loaded ; and that it was 
impossible for me to prevent the melancholy events 
laid at my door ; being no more to blame than a 
skilful pilot, who, iu spite of all he can do, sees 
bis vessel tossed about by the waves and winds." 
The minister still flattered himself, that by speaking 
to the Prince, he might adjust matters, and regain 
the ground which he had lost ; but he never could 
procure an audience, and besides, one was sent to 
demand the key of the door, by which he used lo 
eater, when he pleased, into his majesty's apart- 
ment. Concluding then, that there were no farther 
hopes for him, he determined in good earnest to 
retire. He examined his fbpers, a great quantiy 
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of which he very prudently committed to the flames; 
theti aatning the officers of his household and valets 
whom he intended should follow him, he gave orden 
for bis departure, which was fixed for nest day. 
As he was afraid of being insulted by the populace, 
ia coining out of the palace, he sllpl away early itl* 
the oiorniog by the kitchen-door, and getting into a 
'sorry coach, with his confessor and me, safely pro- 
ceeded for Loeches, a villtge belonging to htm 
where his lady had built a magnificent convent ot 
nuns of the Dominican order.. Tliither he repaired 
in less than four hours, and all hi* attendants ar* 
rived soon after. 



CHAPTER ^ 



Madam d'Olivarez let her husband set out for 
Loeches, and staid a few days after him at court, 
with a design to try if, by her tears an ^entreaties, 
she could not efii;ct his being recalled : but in vain 
did she prostrate herself before their mpjcEties ; 
the King had no regard to her remcffistrances, 
though artfully prepared j and the Queen, who 
hated her mortally, beheld her tears with pleasure. 
The minister's wife was not repulsed for all that: 
she humbled herself so far as to implore the good 
offices of tliq Queen's ladies ; but the fruit which she 
reaped from her meanness, was to perceive that it 
excited contempt rather than compassion. Vexed 
at having taken such humbling steps to no pui^ose, 
■he went and joined her husband, to grieve with 
him for the loss of a place, which, under a reign 
like that of Philip the Fourth, was perhaps the first 
of the monarchy. 

This lady's report of the condition in which she 
lA Madrid, redoubled ine affliction of the Connt- 
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Duke: " Your enemies, (said she, weeping,) the 
Puke of Medina Coeli, and the other grandees wha> 
bate you incessantly, praise tbe King for having 
deprived you of the ministry : and the people cele- 
brated yoar disgrace with an insolence of joy, as 
if the end of the national misfortunes was attached 
to that of your administration." 

" Madam, (said ray master to her,) follow ray 
example, and stifle your sorrow ; we must yield (o 
the tempest which we cannot divert. I thought, 
indeed, that I could have perpetuated my favour, 
even to the end of my life ; the ordinary illusion of 
ministers and favourites, who forget that their fate 
depends upon their sovereign : has not the Dnke 
of Lerma been mistaken as well as I, though be 
imagined that his purple was the sure guarantee of 
the eternal duration of his authority f" 

In this manner did the Count-Duke exhort hit 
spouse to arm herself with'patience; while he him- 
self was in an agitation, which was daily increased 
Kthe dispatches which he received from Don 
■■nry, who having remmned at court, to observe, 
took care to inform him exactly of every thing Oiat 
happened : it was Scipio who brought the letters 
from tliat young nohtfman, whom he still served, I 
having quitted him on his marriage with Donna 
Juana. The dispatdies of this adopted son were 
always filled with bad news, and unhappily no 
'' others were expected from him. Sometimes be 
wrote, that the grandees, not contented with re- 
joicing publicly at the retreat of the Count-Duke, 
were again re-united to turn all his creatures from 
the posts and employments which they possessed, 
to replace ttiem with his enemies; another dme 
he observed, that Don Lewis de Haro began to 
come into favour, and would, in all prohahility, he 
made prime minister. Of all the disagreeable news 
which my master received, that which seemed to 
affect him most was the change made in the vice- 
royalty of Naples, which the court solelv to mortify 
N Voi„ III 18 
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hi)n, took From the Duke cte Medina de las Torres 
whom he loved, and gave it to the admiral of 
Castile, whom be had always hated. 

I may veninre to say that, during three months, 
his grace felt nothing in his solitude but trouble 
and chagrin ; but his coufessor, who was a Domi- 
nican friar, and with the most solid piety possessed 
a manly eloquence, had power enough to console 
him. By means c^ representiog with energy that 
he ought to bend his thoughts entirely to his own . 
saltation, he had, with the help of grace, the good 
fortune to detach his mind from the court. His 
excellency would no longer hear any news from 
Madrid, h» whole care being now engrossed in 
preparing for his latter end. Madam d'Olivarei 
also, making a good use of her retreat, met with a 
consolation prepared by Providence, in the convent 
which she had founded. There were among the 
Auns some holy maidens, whose conversadon, full 
of balm, insensibly sweetened the bitterness of her 
life. In proportion as my master turned his thoughts 
from worldly affairs, be became more and more 
'tranquil; and in this manner r^ulated the day. 
Ue spent almost the whole morning in bearing 
mass in the church of the convent, then returned 
to dinner : after which he amused himself about two 
hours in playing at all sorts of games with'me and 
some other of his most afiectionate domestics ; then 
usually retired by himself into his closet, where be 
remained till sun-set; at which time he took a turn 
in his garden, or an airing in bis coach, to the 
neighbourhood of bis castle, accompanied sometimea 
by his confessor, and sometimes by me. 

One day, being alone with him, and admiring the 
serenity of his countenance, I took the liberty to 
say, " My lord, allow me to express my joy : from 
the air of satisfaction- in your looks, I conclude that 
your excellency begins to be accustomed to retire- 
ment." — " I am already quite familiarized to it, 
(answered be ;) and though I have been a long time 
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osed to bnsiaesg, I protest to thee, child, that I stn 
every day more and more pleased with the quiet 
and peaceable life which I lead in this place." 



CHAPTER XI. 

Hta (trace, in order to vary his occupationi, 
amused himself sometimes, also, in cultivating his 
garden. One day, while I beheld him at work, he 
said to me in a jocular strain, " Sanlillane, thou 
seest a minister banished from court turned gar- 
dener at Lioeches." — " My lord, (answered I, in 
the same ton^,) iiielhiiihs I see Dionysius of Syra- 
cuse, school-master at Corinth." My master smiled 
at my reply, and was not at all displeased at the 
comparison. 

All the people in the house were overjoyed to 
see their master, superior to his disgrace, charmed 
with a life so difereut from that which he had 
always led ; when we perceived, with sorrow, thai 
he visibly changed : be hecame gloomy, thoughtful, 
and sunk into a most profound melancholy. He 
left off playing with us, and no longer seemed sen- 
sible of al! that we could invent for his diversion; 
b'lt locked himself up after dinner in his closet,'' 
where he remained alone till night: we imagined 
that his cliagrin bad been occasioned by the re- 
turning ideas of his past greatness, and iu that 
opinion left with bim the Dominican friar, whose 
eloquence, however, could not triumph over the 
melancholy of his grace, which, instead of dintinish- 
ipg, seemed daily to increase. 

It came into my head, that the pensiveness of 
this minister might have some particular cause, 
which he was unwilling to disclose ; and on thii 
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eonjectuM I formed the design of drawing (be 
Wcret from him ; for tliis purpose, I lay in wait Cot 
an opponunity of Gpeaking to him ill private, and 
having' found it ; " My lord, (said I, with an air o( 
respect, mingled with affection,) may Gil Bias be 
•o bold as to put one question to his master?** — 
" Speak, (he replied ;) I give thee leave." " WhaC 
(said I) is become of that satisfaction which ap- 
peared in your excellency's face ? have you no 
longer that ascendancy which you^ad once gained 
over fortune? or does your lost favour excite-new 
regret within you ? Would you be plunged again in 
that abys8 of trouble, from which your virtue hath 
extricated you ?" — " No, thank heaven, (resumed 
ibe minister,) my memory is no longer engrossed. 
hy that part which I acted at court ; I have for ever 
forgot the honours which I there enjoyed." — "Why 
then, (said I,) since you have philosophy enough to 
banish these things from your remembrance, are 
you fio weak as to abandon yourself to a melan- 
choly which alarms us all ? What is the matter 
with you, my dear master ? (added I, throwing my- 
self at his feet ;) you have, doubtless, some secret 
sorrow that consumes you : will you make a mys- 
tery of it to Santillane, whose seal, fidelity, and 
discretion you know so well ? By what misfortune 
have I lost your confidence ?" 

" Thou hast it still, (said he :) bnt I confess I 
: have a reluctance to reveal the cause of that sad- 
ness with which thou seest me overwhelmed : never- 
theless, I cannot resist the entreaties of such a 
servant and friend as thee. Know then the cause 
df my disquiet, which is a secret that I would 
impart to none but Santillane. Tes, (con^Jued 
he,) [ am a prey to the most dismal melancholy, 
which gradually consumes my life, I see almost 
every moment a spectre which presents itself before 
me in the most terrible shape. In vain have I said 
to myself, that it is no more than an illusion, an 
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ORiiubstamial phantom of the braia : the continus 
apparition infests my view, and disturbs my repose 
Though my understanding is strong enough to per 
suade me that this specire is reaHy nothing, I am 
notwiiVstandiAg weak enough to be afflicted at the 
vieion. This is what thou hast forced me to dis- 
close, (ixdded be,) and thou mayest judge whether 
or not i am to blame in concealing from all the 
world the cause of my melancholy." I was equally 
grieved find astonished to hear such an extraordi- 
nary declaration, which was a strong indication of 
the machiuti's being disordered. " My lord, (said I 
to the minuter,) is not this occasioned by too little 
nourishment ? for your abstinence is excessive." — ■ 
"That was what I imagined atfirat, (answered he;) 
and to try If it was actually owing to my diet, I 
have, for soue days past, eaten more than usual, 
but without any eftct: the phantom still appears." 
" It will cert^*nly disappear, (said I, to console 
him :) and if your excellency would relax yourself 
a little, by pltL^nng again with your faithful ser- 
. vants, I believe yon would soon find yourself 
delivered from tl.tise gloomy vapours." 

[n a little time nfter this conversation, bis gracri 
fell sick ; and finiiing the afiair gro'w serious, lenl 
lo Madrid for tww notaries to make his will ;' ai ; 
also for three famoua physicians, who had the J^ ^ 
reputation of curin<^' their patients sometimes. As f 
soon ,as the arrival of these last was reported in the 
castle, nothing was l;eard bnt groans and lamenta- 
tions : the servants looked upon the death of their 
master as just at bi.nd; so much were they pre- . 
jndiced against thesr gentlemen, who had brought' 
along with them an apothecary and surgeon, tbe 
usual executioners of their prescriptions. They let 
tbe notaries do their business; after which tbey 
prepared to do their own. Being of Dr. Sangrado ■ 
principles, in their very first consultation tliey 
ordered repeated bleedings ; so that in six days 
tbey reduced the Count-Duke to extreinity, and on 
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the seventh delivered him entirely from his ap- 
parition.* 

Upon the death of this minister, a deep and 
■incere sorrow reigned in the castle of Loethes; alt 
bis domestics wept bitterly : far from consoling 
themselves for his loss, with the certainty of being 
' comprehended in his will, there was not one among 
them who would not have renounced bis legacy to 
recall him to life. As for me, who had been be- 
loved by him, and whose attachment flowed from 
pure personal affection, I was more afflicted than 
all the rest ; and question whether I shed more teari 
lor AntoDia than for the Count-Duke. 



CHAPTER Xa. 



The minister, according to his own direcdop, 
was bnned, without noise and pomp, in the con- 
vent of nuns, by the sound of our lamentations. 
After the funeral, Madam d'Olivares ordered the 
will to be read, with which kII the domestics bad 
reason to be satisfied. Every one had a legacy 
proportioned to his station ; and the least was two 
thousand crowns ; mine was the most considerable; 
his grace having bequeathed to me ten thousand 
pistoles, as a proof of his particular affection. He 
did not forget the hospitals, and founded annua] 
(ervice in several convents. 



Ing to report) faaviitg been haMened b; his relalions, who 
•eeine him become more aod more odious to the people, 
wen in spite of his relrcat, were afraid of his suffering soma 
new ignominy, to the farther disgrace of his fnmily. 
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Madsna d'Olivxres sent all the domestics to Ma- 
drid, to receive their legacies from the steward Don 
Raymond Caporis, who had orders to pay thera ; 
but I could not accotppany (hem, being detaioed at 
the castle seven or eight days by a high fever, 
which was the fruit of my affliction. In this situa- 
tion 1 was not abandoned by the Dominican friar: 
that good clergyman had conceived an afiection for 
me; and interesting himself in ray salvation, aslted, 
when lie saw me in a fair way, what I intended 

o do, " I don't know, my good father, (answered 
( ;) I have not, as yet determined with myself on 
that score : at some moments, I am tempted to shut 
myself up in a cell, and do penance," — " Those are 
precious moments ! (cried the Dominican :) Signior ' 
de Santillane, you will do well to pro6t by them. I 
advise you as a friend, without your ceasing to be a 
laymsii, to retire, for example, into our couvent at 
MadrM; to make yourself a benefactor to it, by a 
donation of all your fortune, and die there under 
the babit of St. Dominique. A great man^ people 
expiate a worldly life by such an end." 

- I was^ then in such a disposition of mind, that I 
began to relish the advice, and told his reverence 
that I would consider of it. But having consulted 
Si'ipio, whom I saw immediately after the monk, 
he inveighed against that sentiment, which seemed 
to him the whim of a sick person. "Fiel^Signior 
de Santillane, (said he ;) can you be pleased with 
such a retreat .■* will not your house at Lirias afford 
one much more agreeable? If you was deliglited 
with it heretofore, you will have a much better 
relish for the sweets of it now, that you are of an 
age much more proper for tasting the beauties ot 
nature;" 

The son of Coscolina had no great difficulty in 
making me change my opinion. " Friend, (said I,) 
thou bast prevailed over the Dominican, I see it 
will be belter for me to return to my castle, and 
fix my resolution accordingly : we will repair to 
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Unas, as soon as t shall be id a condition to 
travel :" and this happened very soon ; for the fever 
having left me in a tittle time, I found myself 
Strong enough to put my design in eiecutioo. 
Scipio and 1 went first to Madrid, the sight of 
which city no longer gave me that pleasure which 
I had formerly felt - as I knew that almost all its 
inhabitants abhorred the memory of a minister, of 
whom I preserved the most tender remembrance, 1 
eoutd not behold it with a favourable eye: and 
therefore staid in it only five or six days, which 
Scipio employed in making preparations for our - 
departure for Lirias. While he was busy about 
our equipage, I went to Caporis, who gave mc my 
legacy ID doubloons. I likewise visited the re- 
ceivers of the commanderies on whom I had pen- 
sions, look measures with them for the payment ; 
and, in a word, put all my affairs in order. 

On the evening before our departnre, I asked 
the son of Coscolina if he had taken his le&ve of 
Don Henry. " Tes (answered he,) we this morning 
parted Kood friends : he assured me that he was 
sorry for my leaving him ; but if he was satisfied 
with me, I was not so with him : it is not enongh 
that the valet pleases the master, the master oughc, 
at the same time, to please the valet ; otherwise 
they are very ill met. Besides (added he) Doo 
Henrj makes but a pitiful figure at coart, where he 
is sunk into the lowest contempt. He is even 
pointed at in the streets, and every body calls him 
the son of the Genoese. So you may guess whether 
or not it is agreeable to a lad of honour to serve a 
man in such disgrace." 

At length, we set out from Madrid early one 
morning, and took the road to Cuenca, in the fol- 
lowing order and equipage: my confidant and 1 
mounted in a chaise and paii^ conducted by a 
postilion; three mules, loaded with our baggage 
and money, and led by two grooms, folloVed close 
aAer; and two lusty tacquies, chosen by Scipio, 
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mounted on mules, and armed to the teeth, brought 
up the rear : the grooms wore sabres, and the 
postilion had two good pistols at his saddle-bow. 
As we were in alt seven men, si2 of whom were 
very resolute, I travelled merrily, without any 
apprehension of losing my legacy. Our mules 
roudly sounding their bells In all the villages 
through which we passed, the peasants ran to their 
doors to see the march of our equipage, which they 
imagined belonged to some grandee going to ukc 
possession of 9 viceroyalty. 



CKarTER xni. 



I SPENT fifteen days on the road to Ijirias, 
being under no necessity of travelling fast ; all thai 
I desired was to arrive at it safely ; and mj wish 
was accomplished. The sight of my castle at first 
inspired me with some melancholy thoughts, in 
recalling the memory of Antonia ; but 1 soon ba- 
nished them, by entertaining my fancy with more 
pleasant ideas ; and this I could more easily do 
as twenty years, which were elapsed since her 
death, had a good deal weakened the force of my 
sorrow. ' 

As soon as I entered the castle, Beatrice and her 
daughter came with great eagerness to salute me 
llien> the father, mother, and child hugged one 
another with transports of joy, which charmed me. 

After their mutual embraces I looked at my 
god-daughter attentively, saying: "Can this be 
that Seraphina whom I left in ilie cradle, when I 
departed from Lirias! I am overjoyed to see her 
again, so tall and so handsome : we must have her 
settled for life." — "How! my dear god-father 
(cried she, reddening at my last words,) yon have 
N £ • Vol hi. to 
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■eeo me bat for a moment, and yoa already talk 
of getting rid of me!" " No, my child (answered 
i,) we don't luletid to lose you by marriage : we 
mult have a husband that will enjoy you, without 
robbing your parents of your company, and in a 
manner live with us altogether/' 

" Such BO one ofiers at present (said Beatrice :) 
a gentleman of this country, having seen Seraphina 
oue day at mass, in the village-chapel, fell in love 
with her. He has been to visit nie, declared his 
passion, and asked my consent. ' If you had it 
(said I to him,) you would be never the nearer ; 
seraphina depends npon her father and god-father, 
who alone can dispose of her. All that I can do 
for you, is to inform tlipm by a; letter of yoar de- 
mand, which I own does honour to my daughter.' 
Really, gentlemen (added she,) I was going to write 
about it immediately : but now that you are re- 
turned, you shall do in it what you think proper." 
"But, (said Scipio,) what character has this hi- 
dalgo.^* Is be like most of your small gentry, proud 
of his nobility, and insolent to plebeians ?" " Not 
at all (replied Beatrice;) he is a sweet-tempered 
young man, extremely polite, has a good mien, and 
is not yet fnll thirty." " You draw an agreeable 
picture of that cavalier (said I to Beatrice :) pray, 

. what is his name?" " Don Juan de Jutella (an- 
swered Scipio's wife :) he has but lately succeeded 
to his father, and lives in a castle about a league 
from hence, with a younger sister, who is under 
his care." " I have formerly (said I) heard of this 
gentleman's family, which is one of the most noble 
in tlie kiogdom of Valencia." " I esteem his nobi- 
lity (cried Scipio) less than the qualities of his neart 

, and understanding; and this Don Juan will suit us 
very well, provided he be a man of honour." " He 
has the reputation of one (said Seraphina, joining 

* HidaJ^, literally tbe son of BOtnebody, ii an appella 
tioQ i^ren to a country gentleman in Spai^ 
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in the canversaiioD :) the inhabitants of Lirias, who 
know him, give him the best of characters." At 
these words of my god -daughter, 1 smiled to her 
father ; who, liaving likewise observed there, con- 
cluded that his' daughter was not displeased at her 
gallant. 

This cavalier soon got notice of oar arrival at 
Lirias ; and two days afYer appeared at our castle. 
He sainted us gracefully : and, far from contradict- 
ing by his presence what Beatrice had said to his 
advantage, his behaviour made'us conceive a high 
opinion of his merit. He told us, that as our 
neighbour, he had come to congratulate us upon 
onr happy return ; and we received him with all 
the courtesy in our power : but this visit, which 
was made out of pure civility, passed in mntual 
compliments ; and Don Juan, without having men- 
tioned a syllable of his passion for Seraphina, re- 
tired, , only desiring our permission to profit by a 
leighbourhood, which he foresaw would be very 
agreeable to him. When he was gone, Beatrice 
asking our opinions of the gentleman, we answered, 
that he had prepossessed us in bis favour ; and that, 
in all appearance, fortune could not offer a belter 
match for Seraphina. 

The v^ry nest day I went out after dinner, with 
Coscolina's son, to return the visit which we owed' 
to Don Juan. We took the road to his castle, con- 
ducted by a guide, who (when we had walked about 
three quarters of an hour,) said, " There is the 
castle of Don Juan de Jutella," In vain did we 
cast our eyes all around the country : it was a long 
time before we perceived it ; nay, we did not dis- 
cover it till we arrived at the gate ; for it was situi 
ated at the foot of a mountain, in the middle of a - 
wood, whose lofty trees concealed it from the view. 
The house .denoted the nobility more than the 
opulence of its master : however, when we entered, 
we found tlie craziness of the building compensated 
by the richness of the furniture. 
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Don Juan received ug in a very handsonie ball, 
where he introduced us to a laAy whom he called 
hii sister Dorothea, and who seemed to be about the 
age of nineteen or twenty. She was full dressed, 
because, having expected our visit, she was desiroui 
of appearing as amiable as she could ; and offering 
herself to my view in all her charms, she made the 
tame impression that Antonia had made upon- my 
heart ; that is, I was disconcerted : but concealed 
tsy disorder so well, that Scipio himself did not 
observe it. Our conversation, like that of the pre- 
ceding day, turned upon the mutual pleasure Te 
should enjoy, in visiting^one another, and living 
together in good neighbourhood. He did not, as 
yet, speak to us of Seraphina, and we gave him no 
encouragement lo declare his passion, resolving 
that it should first come from himself. During the 
conversation, 1 frequently eyed Dorothea, though 
I affected to look at her as litde as possible : and 
every time our eyes met, she darted fresh arrows 
into my soul. I must say, however, for the sake 
of truth, that this beloved object was not a perfect 
beauty : for, though her skin was of a dazzling 
whiteness, and her lips of the complexion of the 
rose, her nose was somewhat too long, and her eyes 
too Jitlle. Nevertheless, the whole together quite 

In short, I did not leave the castle of ^utella as 
I had entered it ; and on my return to Lirias, my 
mind was so wholly possessed by Dorothea, that I 
■aw nothing but her, and she was the sole subject 
of my conversation. "How, master! (said Scipio, 
looking at me with astonishment) you are very full 
' of Don Juan's sister. Hath she made a conquest 
of your heart?" "Yes, friend, (answered I,) and I 
blush at my own weakness. O heavens! must I, 
who, since Antonia's death, have beheld a thousand 
beauties with indifference, meet with one, at my 
age, who, in spite of all my endeavours, infiamei 
me with love !" " Well, Sir, (replied Coscolina't 
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■on,) jou ought to rejoice, instead of complain, 
at this adventure : there is nothing ridiculous in a 
man of your age being in love; and time hath not 
ag yet so furrowed yourbrow, as to deprive you of" 
tlie hope of pleasing. Take my advice, and when 
next yon see Don Juan, boldly demand his sister 
in marriage ; he cannot refuse her to such a person 
ai you : and besides, if it is absolutely necessary 
that Dorothea's husband should be a gentleman, 
are not you one ? You have letters of nobility, 
and that is enough for your posterity, when time 
shall have shrowded these letters with that thick 
veil which covers the origin of all great families : 
after four or five generations, the race of Santillane 
will be most illustrious." 



CHAPTER THE LAST. 

SciPio, by this discourse, encouraged me to 
declare myself the lover of Dorothea, without con- 
sidering that he exposed me to the risk of a refusal : 
I could not, however, determine upon it without 
trembling; for, although I looked younger than I 
was, and could have sunk ten good years at least 
of my age, I could not help thinking I had good 
reason to doubt of my pleasing a young beauty. I 
resolved, nevertheless, to. risk the demand, as soon 
as I should see her broilier, who, for his part, being 
uncertain of obtaining my god-daughter, was not 
without abundance of anxiety. 

He returned to my house next morning, jnst as 
I had done dressing ; and said, " Signior de San- 
tillane, I am come to-day, to talk with yoa about a 
- serious affair." I carried him into my closet, where^ 
coming to the point at once, " I believe (continued 
he) that you are not ignorant of my errand. I love 
Seraphina ; and as you can sway her father to any 
thing, jsny render him favourable to me ; procure 
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for me the object of my pasrioD, uid let ne owe 
the happiness of my life to you," " Signior Don 
Juan, (answered I,) sioce yon come to the busineM . 
at once, give me leave to follow your example ; 
and, after having promised yon my good office* 
with the father of my god-da tighter, to demand 
your interest with your sister, in my behalf" 

At these last words, Don Juan expressed an 
agreeable surprise, from which I drew a favourable 
omen. " Is it [lossihie (cried he,) that Dorotliea 
made a conquest of your heart yesterday ?" " 1 
am quite charmed with her I (said I) and will think 
myself the happiest of mankind, if my demand is 
agreeable to you both." " Of that you may be as- 
sured, (he replied :] noble as we are, we will not 
disdain your alliance." " I am very glad (answered 
I,) that you make no difficulty in receiving a ple- 
beian for your brother-in-law: I esteem you the 
more on that account; and in to doing, you shew 
your good understanding : but were you even so 
vain as to refuse your sister's hand to any body 
but a gentleman, know, that I could satisfy your 
pride ; I have laboured twenty years under the 
minister ; and the King, to recompence the services 
which I have done the state, has gratified me with 
letters of nobility, which you shall see." So say- 
ing, I took my patent out of the drawer where il 
lay concealed, and presented i.t to the gentleman, 
who read it attentively, from beginning to end, with 
vast satisfaction. " This is excellent! (said he, re- 
storing the papers ;) Dorothea is yours." " And 
you (cried 1) may depend upon Seraphiua." 

These two marriages being thus resolved upon, 
all that remained was to know if the brides wduld 
consent with a good grace, for Don Juan and I, 
being equally delicate, did not intend to force their 
inclinations. That gentlemEin returned, therefore, 
to his castle of Jutella, to propose me to his sister; 
and I assembled Scipio, Beatrice, and their daugh- 
ter, to communicate the conversation I bad wilk 
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that cavalier. Beatrice was for accepiing him with- 
out hesitation ; and Seraphiiia, by her silence, shew- 
ed that she was of her mother's opinion. As to the 
father, he wns not indeed averse to the match, but 
expressed some uneasiness about the dowry, which, 
ne said, must be given to- the gentleman, whose 
castle had such pressing need of repairs. I stopped 
Scipio's mouth, telling liim, that affair concerned 
me, and that I would make a present to my god* 
daughter of four thousand pistoles for her portion. 

Don Juan returning that very evening, " Your 
affairs (said I to him) succeed to a miracle : I wish 
mine may be in no worse condition." " They are 
also on an excellent footing (be replied ;) I had no 
occasion to employ authority to obtaia Dorothea's 
consent: your person is to her liking, and she is 
pleased with your behaviour. You was apprehen- 
sive of your being disagreeable to her ; and she is 
more Justly afraid, that having nothing but her 
heart and hand to offer — " — " What more would I 
have! (cried 1, in a transport of joy:) since the 
charming Dorothea has no reluctance to unite her 
fate with mine, I ask no more : I am rich enough 
to marry her without a portion, and the possession 
jjf her alone will crown my wishes !" 

Don Juan and I, very {veil pleased with having 
brought matters happily so far, resolved to hasten 
our nuptials, by suppressing all superfluous cere- 
monies. I brought this gentleman and Seraphina'i 
parents together; and after they had agreed upon 
the conditions of the marriage, he took his leave, 
promising to return next day with Dorothea. The 
des're I had of appearing agreeable to that la^y 
made me employ three good hours, at least, in ad- 

I'usting and adorning myself; and yet, for all-that, 
could not make myself pleased with my own 
person. It is only a pleasure for a young man to 
prepare himself foir visiting his mistress : but to 
one who begins to grow old, it is quite a fadgue. 
However, I was more happy than I deserved to be. 
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When next 1 saw Don Juan's sister, she regardeij 
ine with snch a tavouriible ej'e, that I ima^ned 
myseirstill good for something. I had a long con- 
versation with her, was charmed with her disposi- 
tion; and concluded, that, with delicate behaviour, 
and a great deal of complaisance, I should l>ecome 
a beloved spouse. Elevated with this agreeable 
hope, I sent to Valencia for two notaries, who drew 
Up the contract of marriage ; then, w^ had recourse 
to the curate of Paterna, who came to Tjirias, and 
married Don Juan and me to our mistresses. 

Thus, for a second time, did I light the torch of 
Hynien, and had no cause to repent my conduct. 
Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, made a pleasure ot 
fier duty; and, sensible of my care lo anticipate 
fler desires, soon attached herself to me, as much 
as if I had been a young man. On the other hand 
Don Juan and my god-daughter were inflamed with 
mutual ardour; and, what is very singular, the two 
. sisters-in-law conceived the most passionate and 
sincere friendship for one another. As for my part, 
I found so many good qualities in my brother-in- 
law, that I felt a real aflectian for him ; and he did 
not repay it with ingratitude. In short, the union 
that reigned among us was such, that in the even** 
ing, when we parted only till next day, that sepa- 
ration was not performed without pain ; so that 
of the two families we resolved to make one, which 
should live someuines at the castle of Lirias, and 
sometimes at that of Jutelta, which, for this pur- 
pose, received great reparations, by the help of hti 
excellency's pistoles. - 

I have for three years, gentle reader, led a delici- 
ous life with people whom I love so much ; and, to 
crown my felici^, heaven has blessed me with two 
children, whom I piously believe to be my own, and 
whose educatioD shall be the amnsement of mv old 



THE END. 
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